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11-11-11. The 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th 
month, that is 11.00 a.m. on 11 November. The day and 
time we commemorate the signing of the Armistice in 
1918 - the document that brought to an end the First 
World War.       

On this day and at this time, we continue to remember 
and honour all those who gave their lives, not only in 
the First World War but also in the Second World War 
and all subsequent conflicts. 

We use a red poppy as a symbol, to remind ourselves of 
the sacrifices made by our soldiers, and they decorate 
our lapels, our streets and our war memorials at this 
time of year.   

After the war, poppies grew in profusion in Flanders, 
that part of northern France where the fiercest and 
bloodiest battles of the First World War were fought, 
because they thrive where soil has been churned up - 
as it had been with a vengeance! Their vivid colour 
reminds us of the millions who lost their lives on both 
sides in that war, literally spilling their red blood on 
those self-same fields. 

Today, we honour the memory of those who died, by 
holding a solemn service. We acknowledge what they 
did, we deliberately and consciously remember them. 
Remembering is important. If we forget what they did 
and why, then their sacrifice was in vain. We all owe 
them our gratitude. 

We are very fortunate. Most of us are unlikely to be 
asked to make the kind of sacrifices that those soldiers 
made in the name of freedom. We enjoy great freedom 
in this country, lockdowns or not.  

We are free to come to church and worship, we are free 
to choose our careers, we are free to choose where we 
want to live, whom we want to marry, whether or not 
to have children, what we want to wear, what we want 
to eat ...... we are free to choose most of the things that 
affect our daily lives.  

 We enjoy our freedom, but that freedom came at a 
price. Many courageous men and women gave their 
lives to pay the price for the freedom that you and I 
enjoy.  

And there is another, even greater freedom, which was 
also achieved by a great sacrifice:  the freedom that we 
have because of Christ Jesus. And that also came at a 
great price.   

Jesus died to set us free from the consequence of sin.  
We do not deserve it, it comes to us as a gift from God, 
but this gift wasn't free - Jesus paid its price. It cost him 
everything. We owe Jesus our deepest gratitude. And 
he asks us to consciously remember what he did for us, 
by setting aside time to worship him. The words of the 
Communion service are unequivocal: do this in 
remembrance of me.   Deliberate remembering is 
important. 

On Remembrance Day we set aside time to remember 
those who gave their lives in war. We acknowledge 
their sacrifice - we wear a poppy, we speak the words 
of remembrance, we listen to the bugle, we listen to the 
names of those from our communities who died. 

Remembering is not the same as nursing hatred, 
however.  Jesus asks us to remember, but also to 
forgive. Most of us find the task of forgiving an enemy 
very difficult - and make no mistake – we are called 
upon to forgive, however hard it might be, so we have 
to call on God to give us the strength to do it, if we truly 
wish to follow his commands.  

On this day above all others, in remembering the 
sacrifice of our war dead, we remember the cost of 
hatred and of war.  Although we naturally think first of 
our own war dead, we should never forget that our 
enemies have paid a similar high price. Most of them 
were ordinary people who loved family, friends and 
country and who were loved in return and mourned as 
much as our people are mourned.   

God loves all mankind equally, the good and the bad.  
Them and us.  Jesus died for them as well as for us.  Yes, 
we have to make a stand against what we know to be 
wrong, but when war is over, we are wrong if we 
continue to hate our former enemies.  

And that is as true for all our former enemies, for 
someone who has grievously wronged us, at work, at 
school, in our neighbourhood or family, as it is of 
enemies in war!  

We must not be hypocritical when we say, ‘forgive us 
our sins as we forgive those who sin against us’ 

Father, we thank you for the freedom that we enjoy. We 
are thankful for all those who paid the price for that 
freedom and we remember them all before you today. 

 

 


