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Luke 21. 25-36 

Well, our reading starts with only what could be 
described as an apocalypse. If you are looking for 
something to catch your attention, then you need look 
no further. This passage has it all, distress among 
nations, roaring seas, and fainting people. It got my 
attention very quickly. Its like one of those disaster 
movies, we all know that there is going to be a huge 
flood or a meteor heading towards the earth to wipe 
out life as we know it. We all know it’s a film but we are 
still on the edge of our seats thinking about how Bruce 
Willis is going to save us all.  So, let’s add some context 
to the first part of this passage. 

Jesus has talked to the disciples of the destruction of the 
temple, we also heard this in recently readings from the 
Mark in our lectionary. The disciples were wanting 
times, dates, and sure signs as to when they will know 
that the second coming will take place. So, we must hold 
this in view when we hear these opening lines. 

In the book of Daniel, the vision of the coming of the son 
of man sounds quite terrifying as it paints imagery of a 
beast that comes to do harm, supporting the 
apocalyptic context and narrative from Luke. It is widely 
believed that the early church thought that the second 
coming was due to be in their lifetime. Although this 
passage is all about disaster and disorientation, in verse 
28 we begin to see that with the second coming there 
will be redemption “when these things begin to take 
place stand up and raise your heads because 
redemption is near.” This does offer us some hope.  

The physical act of standing up and raising our heads is 
hopeful and uplifting, we are looking upwards towards 
the new kingdom. This is where there is a conundrum; 
we hear about the disasters that are foretold but 
ultimately the second coming is about a new world, a 
new life and new beginning. The coming of the son of 
man should be seen as full of joy and light, a time of 
celebration and not fear. It is a time when wrongs are 
made right, and people will be redeemed. 

The real heart of today’s reading is the parable of the fig 
tree. Although this is a very short parable it is very 
beautiful with the image of new buds that appear in 
spring. We associate this with the times when we first 
see daffodils and crocus heads begin to appear and the 
pastel-coloured confetti of blossom on the trees. We 
have moved from the darkness of winter where light is 
limited, and we start to crave more light and new life. 
Nature responds by awakening spring all around us. 

In the parable Jesus says, when you see these new 
leaves you will know the kingdom of God is close. How 
true, when I see nature unfolding around me, I know 

that the kingdom of God is nearby. We can literally see 
the beauty of nature uncurling before us. We can reach 
out and touch nature, hear with the birdsong smell the 
new flowers all the things around us and beneath and 
our feet are signs of God’s kingdom. 

All good scripture and literature the most poignant, 
beautiful, and revealing lines are often the last ones we 
read, and this passage does not disappoint. Verse 33 
says “Heaven and earth will pass away., but my words 
will not pass.” This beautifully encapsulates the blessing 
of God’s words in out own lives as his disciples. 

We know that there are governments and regimes that 
forbid the worship of Jesus, or reading the scriptures 
carries risk of physical harm or even death, but have we 
ever heard about this stopping people from 
worshipping the Lord?  The word of the Lord becomes 
much stronger when we share the good news, we see 
this with organisations such as Open Doors who work 
with persecuted Christians. They are living proof that 
Jesus’s word is very much alive.  

I have always been so humbled, saddened and lost for 
words when I’ve heard stories of families who have fled 
their home country through fear of repercussion for 
following Jesus. Instead of faltering they have taken 
perilous journeys in the hope and faith that Jesus will 
lead them to a new beginning which really brings to life 
the parable of the fig tree. Their fleeing and new 
beginning is like the new buds on the tree. 

Jesus left this earthly plain some 2000 years ago, have 
people stopped talking about the good news or 
forgotten any of the messages? Far from it, we only 
have to read some of the witness testimonies about 
how people’s lives are changed by Jesus Christ. Our 
church families are a living example of how lives can be 
transformed through faith. As we grow in the 
knowledge of his love, his grace and mercy are always 
with us.  

I would say that rather than Jesus words passing away, 
they are gathering momentum. Like a snowball that 
starts initially from crunched snow, we roll the words 
around and around until it gathers more snow, and we 
have a huge snowball.  

The more I learn the more I hear the more I love Jesus. 
His truth his wisdom his compassion it is just 
incomprehensible. That momentum doesn’t stop, and 
we can revisit the same bible passage again and again 
and get different messages and hope form what we 
read. So, when Jesus says that his words will not pass, 
he knows the power that the words will have upon 
those who will read and listen. 

Although today’s passage is full of darkness with the 
warning from Jesus, he also beings us hope and light 
using the parable of the fig tree; new life breathed into 
us all.  


