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Trinity 14 

Our Journey in Faith (Mark 7: 24-37) 

In today’s world… when an ambulance driver gets a 
call, the job is to respond. They do not stop until 
they arrive at the location and tend the patient. 
Along the way they may pass any number of 
obstacles, but their mission is to answer the call. 
The same is true for fireman, policemen and 
soldiers. In fact, anyone with a job, or an impatient 
boss learns very quickly that if you are asked to do 
"something" then you do it and not go off and do 
"something else." Or there may be consequences. 

The emergency services have a mission that is clear 
and precise. They have parameters: goals, 
objectives, and timelines. 

In Jesus’ world …he is King of the Jews sent by God. 
His mission is clear, his goals, objects and timelines 
are set by God, Jesus is the fulfilment of Gods 
promise to David. ‘. I will appoint a single shepherd 
over them to tend them’ 

He is the shepherd… He is the King… His mission is 
to the Lost Sheep of Israel and Gods kingdom,  

Reading today’s gospel, it is hard to understand the 
woman, she is just one more woman asking for a 
miracle?" However, she was not one more, she was 
the doorway to many more Gentiles. Many others 
looking for answers from the worry of starvation of 
body and soul.  

Listening to this reading Jesus seems to be in hiding 
in hostile territory. He did not want anyone to know 
he was there. Maybe he was tired, scared in a 
strange place, lacking faith in that moment… 
whatever, he knew his miracles tend to draw 
crowds, so he lay silent. 

As Christians we, like Jesus have a mission. Our 
mission is more than random acts of kindness, 
which are rarely as nice as we think, nor as frequent 
as we would hope. Our mission has clear goals. Like 
Jesus. 

And that begs the question what is the church's 
mission today? 

Unlike Jesus we do not have an unlimited scope for 
our work. Our mission is a corporate mission: the 
whole church shares in it. So, what does God expect 
of us now in today’s world? What is our mission 
today? 

Well, if you look up Mission, on the Church of 
England web site, It’s all about planting…and 
growth…In my humble opinion its much, much, 
more. 

It’s to love one another, not just those in our family 
but also those in our community, irrespective of 
colour and creed. 

To help others whenever we can…to share what we 
have with those in need. 

To pray, not just to ask or beg for what we want, but 
also to thank God for what we have…we are so 
blessed we have a roof over our heads, food in our 
tummies, a bed to sleep on.. Okay… we may not 
have the latest designer equipment, but we 
“brought nothing into the world and take nothing 
out” (Timothy: 6. v7). Life is about love, being 
humble and thankful for what we have. Praying for 
other who need our prayers. 

And yes our mission is about encourage other to 
love our God…but we cannot force someone to hear 
a message they are not ready to receive, but never 
underestimate the power of planting the seed. At 
baptisms we sow the seeds, but do we encourage 
the growth and knowledge, do we complete our 
mission by adding to the numbers of Gods 
followers? Do we? 

The story today ends well for the woman and child. 
The 'unclean' spirit is gone. The conversation 
reflects the living situation of that time. She did not 
come to Jesus as a friend, she was an outsider 
looking for help. Perhaps her tenacity won the day, 
or maybe it was just his compassion. What we know 
is he helped her without asking what her nationality 
was, was she black/white, was she working, 
wealthy, deserving…he just helped her…he just 
helped. 

I think today, the church mission is often 
overlooked. We have become selfish, often greedy, 
In the gospel today Jesus shows us that our faith and 
our journey is about mission, and that mission is not 
just about those we already know…it’s about loving 
others, helping other in need, no questions, no 
obstacles, just like the emergency service our 
mission and our journey of faith is clear and precise. 
We too have goals, objectives, and timelines. 
Our mission and journey of faith is set by the 
example Jesus taught us… “To love one another as I 
have loved you”. To be focused on helping, trying 
our very best to live our faith and complete our 
mission.    Amen.  


