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May I speak in the name of the living God, Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. Amen 

She (or he) has the patience of a Saint! That’s a phrase 
we sometimes hear. I’m not sure why patience is singled 
out. However we do have the perception, or rather 
misconception that a saint is a perfect person. 

November 1st is All Saints Day but because it’s a Principle 
Feast Day we are allowed to transfer it to the nearest 
Sunday which is 31st October this year. At All Saints we 
remember the countless Christians who have been 
faithful servants of God. Some well-known, such as those 
to whom our churches are dedicated, but the vast 
majority being largely unknown, too numerous to be 
given their own special feast day. 

But what is it that makes someone a saint? Is it the way 
they live or the way they die? Or both? We tend to think 
only special, exemplary people are saints. However, at 
All Saints we are reminded that a saint is a person who 
has been made holy by God. By holy we mean “set apart” 
by God. We are all set apart, “made holy” by God when 
we respond to the call to worship him; by this reckoning, 
we are all saints! Or if that’s a step too far for you, let’s 
just say (and this is probably more accurate) we are 
saints in the making. As a popular slogan used to say – 
Please be patient, God is not finished with me yet! 

We also think of saints as being those who are with God 
in heaven, including our own relatives, all of whom are 
there because they have persevered throughout the 
difficulties of this life in faith. We can give thanks and 
remember those who have had a particular influence on 
our lives, demonstrating what it means to be a Christian.  

So given that heaven is where God is, and thereby 
beautiful and where we long to go ultimately, what are 
we to make of Jesus’ bringing Lazarus back from such an 
idyllic state? Some people think that the reason Jesus 
wept at the graveside is because he knew how lovely 
heaven is and what Lazarus will leave behind. Poor 
Lazarus will have go through the unpleasant business of 
dying again at some time in the future. 

Just to recap on the story, Jesus was a great friend of 
Lazarus and his sisters Martha and Mary. He could have 
rushed to his aid as soon as he heard he was ill, but he 
delayed setting off for three days, by which time Lazarus 
is dead. Jesus tells his disciples that Lazarus is not dead 
and that he is going to wake him. 

When he arrives, he is met by Martha, who is convinced 
that Jesus could have cured him if he had arrived in time. 
When Jesus spoke about resurrection Martha‘s response 
is to say “yes, I believe in the resurrection but that’s all 

in the future I want help now”. Jesus revealed to Martha, 
“I am the resurrection and the life.” Martha is full of faith 
and trusts in Jesus completely. Then Mary speaks to 
Jesus through her tears, like Martha, she too expressing 
her sadness that Jesus had not come earlier. The crowd 
are also puzzled why Jesus had not come earlier and 
cured Lazarus like he had with so many others. 

Jesus is clearly emotionally affected by the sad scene 
before him which is unusual for John’s gospel. Normally 
Jesus is very calm and in control. It could simply be that 
he is deeply moved by the sadness and devastating 
effect of death on these beloved friends. How hard must 
it have been for him to resist the urge to rush over and 
help them. However, there is a greater purpose in this 
situation which Jesus had revealed to his disciples. 
Lazarus had died in order to bring glory to God and also 
to bring glory to the Son of God.  

Now faced with a sealed tomb and an already 
decomposing body Jesus asks for the stone to be 
removed. Jesus prays to his Father then in a loud voice 
calls out, “Lazarus come out!” Imagine the shock and 
amazement as Lazarus emerges still bound up in the 
linen wrappings. “Unbind him and let him go!” Freedom 
from death, freedom from the tomb! Brought back to life 
by the voice of Jesus! A clear demonstration to all the 
onlookers of Jesus’ power over death and his ability to 
bring new life. 

This is the last of the signs in John’s gospel. The first 
being the turning of water into wine at Cana. All of John’s 
signs reveal Jesus’ glory or God’s glory. The ultimate 
revealing of God’s Glory will be the resurrection of Jesus 
which Jesus himself frequently referred to as “my hour” 
of glorification. 

As we celebrate All Saints, the raising of Lazarus fills us 
with hope, revealing as it does, the death destroying, 
life-giving God to whom we belong. Our God can bring 
life out of the direst situations when all hope is gone, if 
we keep on trusting, praying and keep expecting God to 
act. 

We belong to God and he will make us holy and will give 
us new life, so that when we come to take our place in 
the heavenly realm, we will be numbered with all the 
saints, with Lazarus, Martha and Mary the great and the 
good and the forgiven sinners that we are in the happy 
bliss of eternal life. This is what All Saints reminds us of 
each year. 

Thanks be to God. 

  


