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When will I, will I be famous, was a famous song by 
Bros, a boy band who were big when I was growing 
up. Since then fame has become a more and more 
powerful phenomenon, to the point we have 
reached now where there are many people who just 
want to be famous - not for anything, not by being 
good at anything or having a skill, they just want to 
be famous.  Fame brings wealth and power with it, 
but it is also seen to be wonderful in its own right, 
being famous brings recognition of worth. 

If we are all honest, we all want to have our worth 
recognised, we all want to be appreciated for who 
we are, what we have achieved.  We may not want 
to do that through being on the cover of Heat 
magazine, or being on a reality TV show, but I think 
most of us want someone to appreciate and respect 
us. 

So why when James and John ask Jesus to recognise 
their worth, to reward them for being in from the 
very beginning when it came to being disciples, and 
being key to Jesus’ Ministry, does he seemingly bat 
them off?  Why won’t he grant them what seems a 
simple request to be in the places of honour when 
he assumes the kingship due to the Messiah? 

Jesus had said many times that the first will be last 
and the last will be first in heaven.  The disciples still, 
in spite of all he had said, still imagined him being 
enthroned in Earthly splendour in Jerusalem, with 
all the trappings of an Earthy king, including places 
for his henchmen at each side of this throne.  When 
he was crowned on Earth, it was a very different 
throne; the crown was of thorns, and those on 
either side were criminals. 

Jesus’ death and resurrection stood as the ultimate 
rejection by God of Earthy authority; the empty 
tomb showed God’s love could not be controlled or 
restrained by suffering, cruelty or death, but was far 
more powerful than anything human minds could 
plan. 

Everything he said and did on earth, and the events 
of his passion all speak of there being no hierarchy 
in heaven, no special treatment for some, all will be 
respected, and all will be privileged to spend 
eternity in a direct, personal relationship with God.  
Heaven isn’t going to be like Earth as we know it, in 
so many ways. 

But how does that translate to how we live our lives 
on Earth, does that mean that to try to model 
heaven on Earth we should do away with all forms 
of hierarch?  More than that should we do away 
with all forms of acknowledgement of success, as 
these lead us away from equality? 

I am not so sure.  Experience tells us that humans 
do not cope very well if there is no hierarchy and no 
rewards.  We need to be led, we need to organised, 
and we need to have incentives to perform.  I think 
we have a basic, inbuilt need to have our successes 
rewarded, either with material things (such as 
money) or with praise and recognition by others.  
Would God have made us this way if it was so 
against his plan for us, or is this just a fault we have 
picked up somewhere along the way? 

I wonder if this question is a little like the 
discussions about money, and how we balance 
being a Christian with having and making money.  
Money is the root of all evil, is sometimes quoted as 
a biblical injunction but what St Paul actually says in 
the letter to Timothy is that “The love of money is a 
root of all kinds of evil” 

That is very different 

We all need money and material goods to survive, 
there is nothing inherently wrong in wanting and 
having nice things, but when that tips over into an 
obsession with possessing more and more money 
and things, to the detriment of others, and to the 
detriment of your own happiness, then things are 
not right. 

I wonder if prestige is not the same.  A little 
acknowledgement from our peers does none of us 
any harm, in fact without a hierarchy and respect 
for position, we would achieve very little.  But when 
that tips over into a ruthless desire to be above 
others regardless of the cost to them, then that 
starts to become very unhealthy, both for those 
being climbed over, and for the person doing the 
climbing.  Because at that stage, it has probably 
become an addiction, and like any addiction it is 
completely corrosive to all who are in contact with 
it. 

Just as those completely in the thrall of money and 
possessions will never have enough, because every 
new acquisition only leaves them hungry for more, 
the same applies I think to advancement.  Gaining 
more power and more influence at the expense of 
others will tend to make a person more desperate 
to gain more power, partly because of the prestige 
gained, but partly because of a fear that those 



others who have been disadvantaged may try to 
overtake again. 

I wonder if Jesus could see an unhealthy motive in 
the two brothers’ seemingly innocent desire to sit 
with him on high.  He could see a potentially 
corrosive dynamic forming within this group he had 
called together, and decided to try to nip it firmly in 
the bud.  He didn’t want them fighting over 
positions like others in the world around them, he 
wanted them to concentrate on serving God 
working together as a group. 

 But where do we draw the line between a desire to 
do well, to do our best at work and in our churches, 
to be seen and acknowledged to be doing well, and 
this becoming something less desirable? 

I think that is a question we must all wrestle with 
ourselves, and in our own situations, but I wonder if 
one acid test is how it affects us and especially how 
it affects others.  If our desire to do well hurts those 
we work with, those we live with or those close us, 
then it is probably on the wrong side of that line. 

Similarly, if our desire for recognition of our 
successes puts strain on our relationships with 
others, or causes ill feeling, or is achieved by putting 
someone else down, then again it is the wrong side 
of that line. 

It is normal and healthy to want to do our best, and 
to want to be rewarded and recognised for our 
abilities.  But when that desire becomes more 
important than doing our best in whatever activities 
we are doing, when that desire becomes the goal in 
itself, I think we have all to look at our lives and take 
a step back from the brink. 

 

 

 

 

 


