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Trinity 15 

Identification parade  When I have run Confirmation groups 
for young people in the past, I have often started with this 
exercise.  I get each person, including the leaders, to bring a 
photograph of themselves when they were babies. I put all 
these photographs on display and we began our session by 
trying to identify which baby is which person. Some are quite 
easy. Others quite difficult to identify. Some we identified by 
the presence of other people in the photograph. Parents 
wearing clothes that were fashionable in the day but look oh 
so silly now make us giggle. We admire the cuteness of all the 
small and beautiful babies. It was a bit of fun to start the 
session and we then went on to talk about what happened 
when we were christened / baptised. 

What we want from life?  It is fascinating to watch children 
grow and develop. I have taken enormous pleasure over the 
years seeing my nephews and nieces, and now great 
nephews and great nieces, grow up and will continue to do 
so. It always seems with the birth of a new baby comes the 
birth of new hope, new dreams and new expectations. I 
wonder what do we hope for? What do we wish for all our 
children and our families? 

Academic or technical success? I'm sure, yes. For after all, 
gifts of mind or hand are wasted if they are not used and 
developed to the full. The opportunity to work? Of course. It 
is hard to feel part of society if we cannot make some 
contribution towards it. Sporting distinction? Well, yes there 
is satisfaction in skill and success. Artistic creation? Yes, there 
is glory in works of art giving joy to both the creator and to 
the receiver. Money? Well yes. There is need for money to 
provide for our needs. 

Perhaps we wish that young people would grow up with a 
good sense of what is right and wrong. And a healthy 
perspective of what really is important in life. This may be so 
but surely achieving some of these is only part of our quest 
through life? Isn't there something more too? Are there not 
greater things to hope for and to work for? Don't we want 
more for the whole of humanity? Peace? Justice? An end to 
the world's problems? And what about our need of God? 
Don't we want, for our children and for ourselves, to 
understand the breadth, height, depth of the love of God, 
that God is indeed with us and on our side and that he can 
help us make sense of the world?  

Peter  Surely the desire to have a sense that God is with him 
and is sorting things out for the better is what's driving Peter 
in our gospel reading today. The story we heard comes at a 
turning point in Jesus' ministry as Jesus asks some probing 
questions as to his identity? When Jesus asked, "Who do you 
say that I am?" Peter's answer seemed obvious: "You are the 
Messiah."  "You are the Christ". In the Old Testament, the 
scriptures Peter knew, the title was used of the one who 
would set the Jews free of their oppressors. So, to call Jesus 
by this name was for Peter a momentous step and Jesus 
makes no attempt to deny what Peter has said. He is God's 
anointed one, the one awaited and expected to bring in God's 
kingdom. Peter believes that this Jesus was the long-awaited 

Messiah, the one who would restore the fortunes of Israel 
and save him, his family and the people around him. 

But no sooner has Peter had this powerful perceptive insight 
than he is thrown into a crisis of faith. For Jesus said 
something that must have shook Peter and his colleagues to 
the very foundation. Jesus began to teach them that he 
would suffer, be rejected and killed and after three days be 
raised. They evidently didn't hear the part about being raised. 
Peter responded immediately and forcefully, even rebuked 
Jesus. 

We can understand Peter's objections. After all he and his 
brother, Andrew, had already made considerable sacrifice to 
follow Jesus. They had left their fishing business and the 
security of their home in response to Jesus invitation, "Come, 
follow me." Everything they had seen up to this point would 
indicate that their commitment had been a good investment. 
Evidences of the reign of God were noticeable in the life and 
work of Jesus. They had watched with excitement as Jesus 
cast out demons, healed the sick, taught with authority, 
calmed the storm, fed the multitude, walked on the water. 
These they saw as the coming end of suffering, poverty and 
oppression of every kind. 

Peter has a point. Why would anyone follow a Christ who is 
to be crucified? Who wants a hero like that? Doesn't sound 
much like a God now does it? Such an image of God is as 
objectionable and foreign to us as it was to Peter. Peter 
wanted an invincible God, a Super God, who was about to 
change his situation for the better. A powerful God. A God 
who shields us from harm and evil. 

Yet Peter came to realise that the Bible bears witness to 
another God, a God who hears the cries of the poor, who 
defends the orphans and widows and the immigrants, a God 
who suffers with the people, a God who comes among us as a 
vulnerable baby, born among the homeless, spent his early 
years as an immigrant, lived a common life, associated with 
the outcasts, executed as a criminal and then buried in a 
borrowed tomb. Even when he was raised from the dead his 
identity was mistaken, both in the garden and some time 
later on the beach at Galilee. 

Peter and the other disciples hadn't quite got the identity 
right of the Messiah. They proclaimed him Messiah based on 
what they have seen thus far. They came to know that his 
true identity could only truly be known at the cross.  

Discovering more of our identity with God  The children in 
our families and the children that come to our churches 
depend so much on us here today to find and discover this 
God for themselves. Throughout our journeys we depend on 
God to guide us and inspire us through good times and bad. 
And when things are tough for our children and for ourselves, 
we can be sure that there is someone who shares our 
sufferings. We can take up our cross with the full assurance 
that someone has gone before us and now shares its weight 
and pain. That person is Jesus. 

The more we understand the full identity of Jesus Christ, the 
more we can appreciate our identity as children of our 
Heavenly Father.  

For God truly did so love the world, that he sent his only Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 


