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Lord, may your Spirit so enlighten our minds that we 
may have a better understanding of your truth and a 
clearer vision of your love.  Amen 

In Britain today, the weather is a regular topic of 
conversation – we quite often seem to get several 
seasons in one day after all - but we think of the forces of 
nature as inanimate, the result of powerful but 
explainable events. However, for people in Jesus’ time, 
nature represented overwhelming forces and spirits that 
were chaotic and threatening to human beings.  So when 
Jesus restored calm, he ‘rebuked’ the raging elements 
and when they had submitted to him, he went on to 
rebuke the disciples too. Where is your faith?” he asked 
his disciples.  

Reduced from competent experienced sailors to helpless 
terrified men by a powerful storm, they probably already 
felt humbled and inadequate.  But they would have felt 
their fear was justified, such was the ferocity of the 
storm, and they must have been taken aback when Jesus 
not only dealt with the storm as if it had been nothing, 
but even told them that their fear was unreasonable. 
Suddenly their eyes were opened to the fact that they 
were dealing with a person of great power, someone 
unpredictable, someone demanding, not someone cosy 
and persuadable.  

The man they had thought was just like them, turned out 
to be a man with supernatural power, capable of 
controlling the elements. Someone altogether different 
from their expectations, someone completely different 
from them or anyone else they had ever known.  Their 
reaction was one of fear and amazement.  “Who is this?” 
they asked each other.    

Suddenly they had had their eyes opened, they saw 
something they had not seen before, they were given a 
glimpse of a person who was superhuman, who did not 
see things as they did. Suddenly, they felt fear.    

Jesus is fully human; he shared our experiences.  He was 
born to a human family, lived a humble life, learned a 
trade, went to parties, funerals, church (well, synagogue) 
He knew what it was to be hungry, thirsty, angry, sad, 
happy, afraid.  He suffered physically and spiritually, he 
died a horrible death.  BUT Jesus is also fully God. He rose 
from the dead, he returned to live with God the Father.  
He is not God all-matey, he is God almighty. He is not 
someone we can push around.  He is God.  The disciples 
suddenly got an inkling of that.    

Jesus spoke sharply to the disciples.   He was perplexed 
and disappointed because they had displayed a lack of 
faith.  He expected his disciples to believe, to have faith.  
And we too are his disciples. 

What is faith?  It is believing God.  NOT believing IN God, 
(even the devil does that) but believing what God says, 
what he promises. God is utterly, completely 

trustworthy.   The Bible, God’s Word in print, and Jesus, 
God’s Word in the flesh tell us so, over and over, 

When we become Christians, the Bible (Romans 12:3) 
tells us that we each receive a measure of faith.  Not a 
perfect faith, but faith in a perfect Saviour. God expects 
us to cultivate that faith, to develop it so that we grow in 
belief, experience his presence and his power in our lives. 

The Bible also tells us all: In this world you will have 
trouble. John 16:33.    

Sudden storms are part of all our lives, both literal storms 
and metaphorical. We have all seen many disasters 
during our lifetimes, of which the pandemic is just the 
latest. 

Just as the storm in our story blew up out of nowhere, the 
storms in our lives come just when we least expect them.  
Things can be fine one moment and the next, the bottom 
falls out of our world.   One phone call, one letter, one 
visit to the doctor, one day, one tick of the clock, and 
there we are, in the storm of our lives.  

 In the Lord’s prayer we regularly pray: ‘your will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven,’ but  when our own happiness 
is threatened, do we really mean it?    

 God doesn’t spare us trouble, but by the time we‘ve 
discovered that we’ve got a problem, he is already 
working on it, and a solution is on the way; it isn’t always 
the solution we want or expect;   but it’s the one he 
knows is best for us, whether we can see it ourselves at 
the time or not.   

The disciples were afraid that they had been abandoned, 
adrift in that storm.  When we feel God has abandoned 
us, we should remember Deuteronomy 31:6 “Never will I 
leave you; never will I forsake you.”  When the storm is 
raging; when our boat is rocking; when the adverse winds 
are blowing; when the waves are crashing against our 
vessel; he will not let us sink! He will hold us up and never 
desert us under any circumstances. Jesus is absolutely 
committed to us! 

He knows we are often angry, incredulous, disappointed 
and filled with grief when the storms come on us.  We 
don’t have to pretend everything is alright.  He wants us 
to tell him how we feel, pour out our grief, anger and fear 
and allow him to comfort us. He wants us to trust him. 

We do not always get our own way, our prayers are not 
always answered as we want them to be, as Christians we 
cannot avoid pain and sorrow any more than any other 
person, but we should never lose sight of the fact that 
God is always there for us, that he does always respond 
to our prayers.   If we turn to him in faith he will support 
us in our pain, he will take our fear, he will guide our 
choices – but we must trust him to do it. 

Thank God! 

 

 


