
SECOND SUNDAY OF TRINITY 

Sermon for 13th June 2021 by Rev Carol McCabe 

A TV programme I have always enjoyed is introduced by 
George Clarke and it’s called Amazing Spaces. Turning tiny 
spaces into the most incredible places to enjoy. A lot of garden 
sheds have been transformed into bars, discos, summer 
houses to relax in, just to name a few.  Especially during the 
pandemic, gardening for many people has proved so beneficial 
over the long months of lockdown. 

And there’s growing evidence, excuse the pun, that gardening 
can benefit our mental health, an important consideration at 
a time when apparently one in four adults are experiencing 
mental illness. Research in Sweden, for example, found that 
the more people used their gardens, the fewer incidents of 
stress they suffered.  Once again, this year, multiple seed 
sellers are reporting a high demand for seeds, with orders 
being placed outweighing supply.  

I spoke at St. Katharine’s church at Pentecost, about how 
important it is to have good communication skills, when 
sharing the message of God’s love.  I reminded us all about 
how important to Jesus it was to use stories to illustrate his 
message. Parables. 

The word “parable” literally means “to cast something 
parallel.” Jesus’ parables describe the nature and activity of 
the Kingdom of God by comparing them with simple, everyday 
events from ordinary life. Jesus put the common in direct 
comparison with the uncommon, the seen with the unseen, 
the natural with the supernatural and the human with the 
divine. Jesus is a master at using this way to convey deep 
spiritual wisdom, especially in the face of opposition to his 
claims or resistance to his authority.  P.G. Wodehouse once 
said, “A parable is one of those stories in the Bible which 
sounds like a pleasant yarn but keeps something up its sleeve 
which pops up and knocks you flat. 

Today’s readings illustrate the growth of the kingdom of God, 
Jesus tells two little stories, two parables, one about growing 
seed, the other about a mustard seed. 

Our first reading was from Ezekiel, the prophet. He was a man 
of deep faith and great imagination. Living in exile in Babylon 
around 586 BC he spoke not only to the exiles in Babylonia but 
also to the people of Jerusalem. He spoke about just how God 
acts with deep wisdom, with startling diversity and breadth of 
vision, and of course, God has his power under control and 
uses it with love. 

It’s interesting really, just how much Paul had changed. Once 
if people didn’t agree with him, then they had to go, by force 
if necessary. But now through the eyes of Christ he saw the 
world differently. Now he knows that God through Christ seeks 
to bring people in, so those of us who walk by faith and not by 
sight have to do the same. As he points out in his letter 
everyone was included in Christ’s death, so therefore 
everyone is included in his resurrection life. 

Another interesting thing that is in the gospel reading from 
Mark today is that the seed doesn’t rely on the farmers 
constant attention- it is quite capable of growing wonderfully 
on its own, it is a living seed. I have often said that all we do is 
plant the seed of faith into people minds and then wait. God is 
in control. God knows what that person needs for that seed to 

grow by using all the circumstances of that person’s 
experiences.  What begins so small can go on to grow beyond 
our imagining. Have you ever seen a grown mustard tree?  All 
that growth is God’s doing, our job is to pray for kingdom to 
come. 

The mustard seed is so small that you can hardly even see it. 
Some people wear a necklace that has one of these tiny 
mustard seeds inside of a piece of glass.  Mustard seed 
necklaces remind Christians of the power of faith. A very small 
amount of faith, even as small as a grain of mustard seed, can 
move mountains. And that little faith is more than enough to 
make a person deserving of God's Kingdom. 

There is a charity called Mustard Tree this is what they say;- 

“We believe in a Greater Manchester where everyone has the 
opportunity to be a connected, valued and contributing 
member of society. Since 1994, Mustard Tree has transformed 
the lives of people in Greater Manchester who are trapped in 
poverty or homelessness, by enabling them to gain the skills 
and self-confidence they need to reach their full potential. Our 
focus is on tackling both the causes and consequences of 
poverty by offering: 

Provision: food, clothing and furniture. By meeting their basic 
needs, we establish a relationship of trust and open the door 
of welcome, hope and possibility. 

 Progression: We offer life-skills, training, volunteering, 
education, mentoring and employment opportunities to help 
people to increase their resilience and enable them to escape 
poverty and homelessness – for good.   

Partnership: We work collaboratively with our beneficiaries, 
enabling them to contribute to the Mustard Tree Community 
and work with them to set self-determined goals, as well as 
working with individuals, agencies, businesses and community 
groups to broker long-term solutions to the poverty and 
inequality in our city. 

Why are we called Mustard Tree? 

Mustard Tree was named by its founder, Dave Smith, who was 
inspired by one of the parables told by Jesus. It is found in 
Matthew chapter 13, verses 31-32. 

“The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of mustard seed which 
a man took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all seeds, 
but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes 
a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its 
branches.” 

We adopt a non-judgmental approach and treat all who come 
as equally valuable, regardless of race, faith, sexuality, gender 
or social standing. 

Maybe something for us to think about at harvest time. 

So, as we look out at our gardens, looking at the flowers and 
the birds who fly down to enjoy, may we think about the seed 
we have planted and then watch and see what God does. 

Amen 

 

 

 


