
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

Homily – 6th June 2021 by Alan Morris 

Grant, O Lord, that in the written word and through the 
spoken word, we may behold the Living Word, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 

Prior to beginning this homily, I decided to look up some 
commentaries on Mark’s Gospel to see what the 
“experts” had to say.  It seemed the consensus of opinion 
was that this particular passage was one of the most 
difficult to understand in the bible.  Not a good start and 
even the author didn’t seem to be much help. Most of 
the passage is just the words of Jesus. Being the first 
gospel written around 65 AD there could well have been 
people still alive who had seen or heard Jesus during his 
earthly ministry. The author seems in a hurry to record 
these saying while relatively fresh and I wonder if he 
found the words as confusing as we may do today. The 
other three gospel writers could add more flesh and 
commentary to Mark’s “bare bones”. 

Yet, there is much to be discovered from the account. At 
the beginning of the chapter, we hear that Jesus had 
asked his followers to prepare a boat for him as he was 
concerned that he could be caught in a potential crush 
and we find him unable to take a meal, again because of 
the press of the crowd. We are all aware of crowds and 
there seems to be an element of mass hysteria on this 
occasion. My own father and grandfather were at 
Burden Park in March 1946 when 33 people died and 
around 400 injured and they never forgot the 
experience. More recently we heard about the Lag 
B’Omer festival in Israel when 45 were killed and many 
more injured in a panic-stricken crowd. 

We may ask why so many people had come to see and 
hear Jesus. He was already beginning to get a reputation 
as a healer, miracle worker and orator. Had they come 
seeking cures, curiosity, expecting a miracle or to hear 
some prophesies. This was no palm waving, hosanna 
crying crowd. As in any crowd, especially 
demonstrations, there would undoubtedly be hecklers, 
those on the fringe ready to disrupt for their own ends 
and those who saw the opportunity for a little petty 
larceny. More serious though were the authorities ready 
to catch out Jesus with questions, the answers to which 
could be taken out of context and used to have him 
imprisoned or even put to death. 

During the present pandemic we have become used to 
the absence of crowds except for those who have broken 
the rules. However, the crush of the crowds has been 
superseded by the growth of scams, tweets and twitters 
which have proved to be as dangerous and perhaps more 
vitriolic than physical crowds and seems to lack a 
Christian voice in response. 

In the crowds in the gospel reading were representatives 
of both secular and religious authorities and leaders with 

one thing on their minds. How to silence this man who 
did what they could not do. Especially as Jesus had 
recently driven out demons or evil spirits from those who 
were known as possessed. This they could not do and 
their authority was being, as they believed, undermined. 
Mental illness was thought to be caused by evil spirits, 
hence their belief that they could only be exorcised by 
the evil one. So, they attempted to say that Jesus was in 
league with Satan when he was able to cure those 
afflicted. Exorcism has been relegated to the realms of 
Hollywood and Hammer Studios but was once and, 
incredibly, is as far as I know still part of the Anglican faith 
although strictly governed and controlled in its use. The 
term exorcism is now more often referred to as 
Deliverance Ministry and is associated with the Healing 
Ministry. Not “bell, book and candle’ but by prayer, 
working in conjunction with the medical profession and 
counselling, and, I only include this observation because 
I know it has worked. 

I am in no way a theologian but it seems we like to pick 
and choose what we believe. We believe in a God of love 
and forgiveness.  As for angels it is a question of take 
them or leave them, but as far as the devil is concerned, 
we often dismiss this belief as mythology and confined 
to the Old Testament. Yet we only need to think of the 
temptations in the wilderness and, if Jesus was tempted, 
who are we to escape similar temptations? In fact, in the 
prayer that Jesus taught to his disciples and, which we 
use at almost every service, the words “deliver us from 
evil” remind us of its presence in the world. If there is no 
evil in the world then the concept of a God who so loved 
the world would be a nonstarter and unnecessary. Think 
of the words of the Compline or night service which 
contains this prayer “Be sober, be vigilant, because your 
adversary the devil is prowling round like a roaring lion, 
seeking for someone to devour. Resist him strong in the 
faith.” (1 Peter 5. 8-9) 

However, it was William Cowper who said “the devil 
trembles when he sees the weakest saint upon their 
knees.” Strength in numbers! Maybe it is something akin 
to this when Jesus goes on to speak of the unity of 
believers when he turns to the crowds and says these are 
my mother, brothers and sisters. We have heard the 
phrase time and time again during the pandemic, “we 
are all in this together”, not just through and after Covid 
but in the struggle against the evils of the world in 
whatever form they are manifested. As Jesus remind us 
“whoever does the will of God is my brother, my sister, 
my mother.” What a responsibility, but what a privilege. 

Heavenly Father, you have shown through the Bible the 
wonder of your love for us in Christ Jesus. Help us to 
understand your word with our minds and apply it in our 
lives, for his name’s sake. Amen 


