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St Katharine, Blackrod   Newsletter 

Sunday 16th May 2021 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Church open for services 
Church is now open for Services at 

11am on Sundays, ring Valerie on 01204 

456619 to book your place, and 9.30 on 

Tuesdays, booking no longer required. 

Please observe ‘Hands, Face, Space’ and 

do not attend if you have any symptoms 

of Coronavirus.   

You can find all the Sunday Services, 

sheets and newsletters on the website 

at:  

https://stkatharine.net/news  

And the recorded services at:  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/ 

UCDx266HLh9ShYeBJnON8ODg  

APCM (Annual Parochial Church Meeting) & Annual  Vestry 
Meeting 

The APCM will be held on Thursday 20th May at 7.00pm. This year 
five members of the PCC will complete their terms of office so now 
is the time to be thinking about whether you can offer a bit of time 

to help by volunteering as a member of the PCC. Being a PCC    
member involves some decision-making on behalf of St Katharine’s 
Church and the Blackrod parish. The PCC meets regularly to discuss 
current issues, and open discussion and an understanding of what is 

in the best interests, long-term, for the Parish, ensures the right         
decisions are made. Please think about it. If you feel you have time 
to offer and would like to support St Katharine’s in this way, we are 

looking for parishioners with enthusiasm and ideas who would    
enjoy being part of this area of parish life.  Meetings happen about 
once every six weeks and you would be made very welcome. You 
must be on the Electoral Roll to be eligible. See notice about the 
revision of the Electoral Roll.  Please contact Revd Angela or the 

churchwardens for further information. 

There will also be the annual Vestry Meeting to elect two       
Churchwardens immediately prior to the APCM.  Nomination forms 

can be obtained by contacting the vicar or wardens.  

There is still no definite decision about attending in person, 
so we have to assume the meetings will be via Zoom.  Please 
contact Mary Pryle at marypryle@yahoo.co.uk  if you would 

like to come and she will arrange to send you the Zoom   
connection details and send you a copy of the Annual Report 
for the Annual Vestry Meeting, and Annual Parochial Church 

Meeting to read before the meeting.   

PRAYERS 

Please pray for: 

Shaun Hughes and Joanne Hughes 

who are being married on Saturday 

22nd at 2pm  

For those who are sick: 

Jane Nicholls, Betty Mather, Jean   

Louis, Elaine Batty, Val Yarwood and 

family, Baby Reggie Horsfield, Kevin 

Fallon, Jack Fairhurst.  

For those who have died and for 

those whose anniversaries occur at 

this time. 

Let us know? If anyone is aware of 

someone currently sick or in hospital, 

wishing to be included on the Prayer 

List please notify the Vicar or the 

Churchwardens. 

mailto:marypryle@yahoo.co.uk
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Dear Friends, 

We are coming towards the end of the Easter Season. 
This week forty days after Easter we have Ascension Day 
and then 10 days later we celebrate Pentecost. 

We could say that Ascension Day marks the completion 
of Jesus’ work on earth.  At Bethany he gave his disciples 

their final instructions to be his witnesses and spread the good news to all na-
tions. He then ascended to his Father to sit at His right hand. A place of honour 
but also a place of influence as he prays for us. I used to feel that Jesus had 
“abandoned” us when he returned to his Father but I didn’t realise that was 
how I felt for many years. It was only after I started to get to know my bible better and saw the whole story in its 
context with the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost that I uncovered these feelings of abandonment (and hurt) 
that I must have picked up as a child when I’d heard the story of the Ascension, Jesus going home with the disciples 
left on the hillside staring after him. 

It was a significant point on my faith journey when one Sunday at Evening prayer the vicar was talking about the 
Great Commission and Jesus’ promise to be with his disciples until the end of time. The vicar explained that Jesus 
didn’t just make that promise to his disciples but to us too. It was a paradigm shift for me. I was stunned. I asked 
myself “Why did no-one tell me that before?” Of course it may well be that someone had told me that before, but 
either I was day dreaming or it wasn’t the right time for me to understand. I am so grateful to that priest for taking 
the time to give a little homily to what was about 6 or 8 of us that evening. Some people think preaching is a waste 
of time but I know it can change lives. It changed mine. As we come out of lockdown, worship will begin to look 
more like normal our preaching pattern will get re-established and that will be a good thing. We’ve benefitted from 
some great homilies from our team ministers who have all faithfully delivered as requested. It’s fantastic that 
we’ve shared the workload and an advantage that you can read the homily at your leisure and re-read it too. I’ve a 
dreadful memory for remembering what the sermon was about – even my own! However, when you hear      
something that really speaks to you, you don’t forget it. It is hard work preparing a sermon, but it is a real privilege 
and so rewarding when it helps someone to grow in faith. 

It’s lovely to see more of you coming back to church. When we can sing we are going to have such a joyful          
celebration! 

Take care this week and God bless, 

Angela. 

 
 

Collect 

O God the King of glory, 
you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ 
with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: 
we beseech you, leave us not comfortless, 
but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us 
and exalt us to the place where our Saviour Christ is 
gone before, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

FIRST READING  Acts 1.15-17, 21-end  

In those days Peter stood up among the believers 
(together the crowd numbered about one hundred and 
twenty people) and said, ‘Friends, the scripture had to 
be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold 

concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who 
arrested Jesus, for he was numbered among us and was 
allotted his share in this ministry.’ So one of the men 
who have accompanied us throughout the time that the 
Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from 
the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up 
from us, one of these must become a witness with us to 
his resurrection.’ So they proposed two, Joseph called 
Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. 
Then they prayed and said, ‘Lord, you know everyone’s 
heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen 
to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from 
which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.’ And 
they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and 
he was added to the eleven apostles.  

Psalm 1 

Blessed are they who have not walked in the counsel of 

Readings and Prayers for the 7th Sunday of Easter 
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the wicked, nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in 
the assembly of the scornful. Their delight is in the law 
of the Lord and they meditate on his law day and night. 
Like a tree planted by streams of water bearing fruit in 
due season, with leaves that do not wither, whatever 
they do, it shall prosper. As for the wicked, it is not so 
with them; they are like chaff which the wind blows 
away. Therefore the wicked shall not be able to stand in 
the judgement, nor the sinner in the congregation of the 
righteous.  For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, 
but the way of the wicked shall perish. 

SECOND READING  1 John 5.9-13 

If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is 
greater; for this is the testimony of God that he has   
testified to his Son. Those who believe in the Son of God 
have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do not 
believe in God have made him a liar by not believing in 
the testimony that God has given concerning his Son. 
And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and 
this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life;   
whoever does not have the Son of God does not have 
life. I write these things to you who believe in the name 
of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have 
eternal life.  

GOSPEL READING  John 17.6-19 

‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave 
me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them 
to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know 
that everything you have given me is from you; for the 
words that you gave to me I have given to them, and 
they have received them and know in truth that I came 
from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am 
asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the 
world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me,      
because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours 
are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I 
am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and 
I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your 
name that you have given me, so that they may be one, 
as we are one. While I was with them, I protected them 
in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, 
and not one of them was lost except the one destined to 
be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I 
am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world 
so that they may have my joy made complete in      
themselves. I have given them your word, and the world 
has hated them because they do not belong to the 
world, just as I do not belong to the world. I am not   
asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you 
to protect them from the evil one. They do not belong to 
the world, just as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify 
them in the truth; your word is truth. As you have sent 
me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 
And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also 
may be sanctified in truth.  

Post Communion Prayer 

Eternal God, giver of love and power, 
your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world 
to preach the gospel of his kingdom: 
confirm us in this mission, 
and help us to live the good news we proclaim; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

HOMILY by Elaine Simkin 

We live in a dangerous world. I’m not telling you         
anything you don’t already know. We read about the 
dangers of this world every day. We see the pictures on 
the internet and the news.  We hear about others in our 
communities every day, being shot, stabbed, 
attacked.  Life seems so different from when I was a 
child.  Or is it?  Is it the same but just recorded more  
today on social media and tv, so we are just being made 
more aware of it. Even Coronation Street, Emmerdale, 
now tackle the problems bringing them into our living 
rooms daily.  

Our human instinct to the dangers is either to fight back 
or Ignore. Neither one, however, really changes the   
situation. One adds to violence and increases the       
danger. Someone will get hurt; a life may be lost.  The 
other creates and opens a space and a place for that 
danger to exist. Again, someone will get hurt, a life may 
be lost. The events we perceive as dangerous, they are 
real, but they just point to a deeper problem. They are 
symptoms of what is going on within Society. They     
reveal the wounds and brokenness that often stand in 
opposition to the ways, life, and love of God. This       
opposition is what John means in the gospel today when 
he says, “the world.” 

The world refers to the many different operating        
systems that we use and have come to accept as normal, 
the ordered human life: our social, cultural, political, and 
economic structures. Far too often those systems both 
arise from, and create, fear, anger, division, injustice, 
and greed. This is the world into which Jesus sent his 
disciples and it remains the world in which we live and 
practice our faith today. So, you see, nothing has 
changed, from Jesus to my childhood to today. 

Our concerns in life are often about anger, injustice, and 
greed and that is the subject of Jesus’ prayer in today’s 
gospel. It is the evening of the last supper. Feet have 
been washed. Supper is ended. The betrayer has left, 
and it is night. The darkness has descended: the        
darkness of Jesus’ impending death. 

Jesus neither runs from or fights the danger of his 
world.  He offers a different way. He offers love and 
prayer. He “lays down his life in love.” He prays for us, 
the ones who will continue his work in this world. “We 
live in this world, but we do not belong to it.” We belong 
to Jesus and his Father. 

https://interruptingthesilence.com/2012/04/29/a-laying-down-life-kind-of-love-a-sermon-on-1-john-316-24-and-john-1011-18-easter-4b/
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The great danger for us is that the darkness will invade, 
fill, and overtake our lives. We cannot give up or choose 
ignorance. We often hear the phrases, “but what can I 
do? or “That is just how it is. It’s always been like that.”  

Jesus’s prayer, however, suggests that is not how it is 
intended to be, nor does it have to continue that 
way.  Jesus prays that his joy may be made complete in 
us. He wants this to happen even in the world with its 
dangers. It is neither running away from the troubles, 
nor standing up to them, but acting before them in    
witness of his love.  Well, that is not easy to do. Jesus 
does not pray that it would be easy.  Instead, he prays, 
for our protection in the world.  He tells us he will always 
be near us, protecting, guiding, and loving us. Our      
protection is not found in escaping or avoiding the     

danger. It is found in trust, love, and faith in him.  Jesus 
prays, “Holy Father, protect them”. The answer to Jesus’ 
prayer rests in our hands, our hearts, and in our ‘amen,’ 
not just a spoken ‘amen’ but a lived Amen.  

The word Amen means ‘so be it’. Live the ‘amen’. Offer 
forgiveness rather than retribution, mercy instead of 
condemnation, compassion rather than indifference. Lay 
down your lives in love for one another. See life through 
the lens of beauty. Choose unity over conflict, and God’s 
ways over personal agendas. In those moments we live 
the ‘amen’ to Jesus’ prayer.  Our heart will be healed, 
and we will see the world differently. That’s his prayer... 
So be it. 

AMEN. 

BOLTON HUMANITARIAN AID 

Thank you for your support 

Your help is still needed.  You can take your   
donations to the Vicarage and leave them in the 
porch while the church is closed.  Thank you to 
Peter for delivering to Urban Outreach on our 
behalf. 

Every single donated item makes a difference! 

Items needed: tinned meat, chopped             
tomatoes, fruit, 500g boxes of breakfast cereal, 
cordial, long life milk,  custard powder, 1kg 
bags of rice, pasta (500g), baked beans, tinned 
soup jars of pasta sauce, tinned pulses, tinned 
vegetables (sweetcorn, peas carrots and       
potatoes), biscuits, cereal bars, tinned fish, tea, 
jars of baby food (different ages), incontinence 
pads, male toiletries, nappies & wipes. 

Or you could make a financial donation to      
Urban Outreach.  You can do this via their    
website: 

https://www.urbanoutreach.co.uk/ 

HELP NEEDED 

Two of our stalwart cleaners are hanging up their dusters 
after many years of helping with the cleaning of church.   
The rota’s loss of them means we only have 8 people on 
the team so we really need at least another 2 people but 

more would be far better.  

Now  we are open again, with limited numbers attending 
services, we only need to clean once a  fortnight, in teams 

of two, so that duties will be once every 8 weeks for 2 
hours (approx). If and when things return to normal it will 
be more often. Please let me 

know if you will help. 

Sylvia Gregory 

SHOPPING?  

Raise FREE donations for St Katharine’s when you 
Shop on-line. Find us at Easyfundraising.org.uk  

And now you can also make a direct donation to 
St Katharine’s through Easyfundraising.  

Just click on the Donate button.  Please send in items of news to put on the pewsheet so that 

we can all keep in touch with what’s going on. 

Email to: Deborah.howard2@googlemail.com 
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Solution to last week’s puzzle: 

Activity Sheet 
Crossword clues 

Across 

1 Sense of right and wrong (1 Corinthians 8:7) 
(10) 

7 Coming (John 11:17) (7) 

8 ‘All I have is — , and all you have is 
mine’ (John 17:10) (5) 

10 Smarten (Acts 9:34) (4) 

11 Hold back (Job 9:13) (8) 

13 Member of the Society of Friends (6) 

15 At ague (anag.) (6) 

17 Citizen of the Greek capital (8) 

18 So be it (Galatians 6:18) (4) 

21 Twentieth-century poet and dramatist who 
wrote Murder in the Cathedral, T.S. — (5) 

22 Empowers (Philippians 3:21) (7) 

23 Imposing (1 Samuel 9:2) (10) 

 

Down 

1 Healed (Luke 7:21) (5) 

2 Central space in a church (4) 

3 Co-founder of Spring Harvest and General 
Secretary of the Evangelical Alliance 1983–97, 
Clive — (6) 

4 Moses killed one when he saw him beating a 
Hebrew labourer (Exodus 2:12) (8) 

5 Bravery (Acts 4:13) (7) 

6 It interrupted Paul and Silas singing hymns in 
a Philippian jail (Acts 16:26) (10) 

9 Transgression (Psalm 36:1) (10) 

12 Irish province in which Dublin is situated (8) 

14 Same hit (anag.) (7) 

16 ‘The Spirit of God was hovering over the — 
’ (Genesis 1:2) (6) 

19 Author of the immortal stories of Winnie the 
Pooh, A.A. — (5) 

20 Cab (4) 


