St Katharine, Blackrod Newsletter
Sunday 4th April 2021

Easter Sunday
Church open for services
Church is now open for Services at 11am on Sundays and
9.30 on Tuesdays. Please observe ‘Hands, Face, Space’ and
do not attend if you have any symptoms of Coronavirus.
Ring Valerie on 01204 456619 to book your place at the
services.
Online services are available as usual…..

We are working through the repairs required
by the Quinquennial Inspection and making
the changes needed to reduce St Katharine’s
carbon footprint but it certainly isn’t easy
during a pandemic! We have little opportunity
to fundraise so we are again asking you to
support St Katharine’s and

‘Chip in for Church.’

You can find all the Sunday Services, sheets and
newsletters on the website at:
https://stkatharine.net/news
And the recorded services at:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/ UCDx266HLh9ShYeBJnON8ODg
USPG Lent
boxes
We are
supporting
USPG as
usual.
USPG (United Society Partners in the Gospel) is an Anglican
mission agency since 1701. It partners churches and
communities worldwide to enliven faith, strengthen
relationships, unlock potential and champion justice.
Please would everyone return their boxes as soon as
possible by contacting Barbara Worsley email
drbaworsley@hotmail.com or phone 01257 480601.
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If you are able to contribute anything to help
us through these difficult times please put
your contribution in an envelope and leave at
church, post through the vicarage door or give
online at https://www.easyfundraising.
org.uk/causes/stkatharineschurchblackrod/?
utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=cpl
Thank you

Happy Easter Everyone! Alleluia! Christ is risen!

Thank you for all your cards and Easter good wishes. I
pray that whatever your particular situation is, whatever
challenges are
being thrown at
you by Covid
19 or whatever life
in general is
bringing you, that
you will know
the joy and hope
of the resurrection of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus
Christ. Easter reminds us how much
God loves each
one of us, in fact so much that he
sent his son into
the world to redeem us and bring us
back to him. That is something to celebrate and give
thanks for. At Easter we renew our baptismal vows; wherever we are, let us open our hearts to welcome the risen
Lord. May God bless you and those you love, give you his peace and keep you safe in his eternal love. Enjoy this
wonderful day! Love and prayers, Angela.

Readings and Prayers for Easter Sunday
FIRST READING Acts 10. 34–43
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
Peter began to speak to those assembled in the house of
Cornelius: ‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does
what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message
he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus
Christ – he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that
John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth
with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about
doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the
devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that
he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to
death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on
the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the
people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses,
and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the
dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to
testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the
living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him
that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness
of sins through his name.’

I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the
Lord.
Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter and
offer thanks to the Lord.
Response: This is the day that the Lord has made, we
will rejoice and be glad in it.
I will thank you, for you answered me and have become
my salvation.
The same stone which the builders rejected has become
the chief corner-stone.
This is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes.
On this day the Lord has acted; we will rejoice and be
glad in it.
Response: This is the day that the Lord has made, we
will rejoice and be glad in it.
SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 15. 1 - 11
A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

Now I should remind you, brothers and sisters, of the
good news that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn
received, in which also you stand, through which also
This is the word of the Lord.
you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message
that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to beAll: Thanks be to God.
lieve in vain. For I handed on to you as of first imPSALM 118. 14–24
portance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for
our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he
Response: This is the day that the Lord has made, we
was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in
will rejoice and be glad in it.
accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to
The Lord is my strength and my song, and he has become Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more
my salvation.
than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most
The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! The right hand of whom are still alive, though some have died. Then he
appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as
of the Lord is exalted!
to someone untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I
am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle,
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because I persecuted the church of God. But by the
grace of God I am what I am, and his grace towards me
has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder
than any of them—though it was not I, but the grace of
God that is with me. Whether then it was I or they, so
we proclaim and so you have come to believe.

the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told them
that he had said these things to her.

This is the word of the Lord.

Introduction

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, O Christ.
Easter Day Homily – Revd Carol Pharaoh

All: Thanks be to God.

Peter and I like to listen to the Dermot O’Leary Radio 2
show on Saturday mornings. Each week there is a mysGOSPEL READING John 20. 1-18
tery voice feature. An audio clip of a famous person
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
speaking is played. The game is to identify the person by
John.
recognising the voice. There are only 2 guesses per week
All: Glory to you, O Lord.
so often ‘the mystery voice’ is carried over to subsequent weeks. Sometimes, the game lasts for weeks and
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark,
weeks. I find it really difficult. Sometimes you know the
Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the
voice, but you can’t quite bring to mind who the person
stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and
is. If you were able to see a picture alongside the audio,
went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one
it would be much, much easier of course.
whom Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken
the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where
The first Easter
they have laid him.’ Then Peter and the other disciple
Mary’s journey, through Holy Week, Good Friday, Easter
set out and went towards the tomb. The two were runEve to Easter morning, has been a lot of ups and downs.
ning together, but the other disciple outran Peter and
In today’s familiar story, Mary is slow to recognise Jesus.
reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw
She mistakes him for the gardener. Why might that be?
the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in.
Was it the dim dawn light? The entrance to the tomb
Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into
was low down – Mary had to bend down – so perhaps,
the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and
when she turned, she saw only Jesus’ legs. Some scholthe cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with
ars think that, after Jesus’ rose again from the dead, his
the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself.
appearance had altered in some way. So maybe this was
Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also
the reason she didn’t recognise him. Certainly, Jesus
went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not
was the last person she expected to see at that moment.
understand the scripture, that he must rise from the
I have called you by name
dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. But
Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she It’s interesting that Jesus became recognisable to Mary
bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels when he said her name. Then, she instantly knew who it
in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, was. She recognised Jesus now by his voice and she
one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to
simply replied, ‘Rabbouni!’ which means Teacher, a Jewher, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to them, ish title used to convey deep respect for the person.
‘They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know
Mary had then the greatest honour as she was tasked to
where they have laid him.’ When she had said this, she share the good news of Jesus’ resurrection with the disturned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did ciples and other followers of Jesus. This was a tough job
not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, ‘Woman,
to do, tougher than you might think. Try being a woman
why are you weeping? For whom are you looking?’ Sup- when you’re the first to witness Jesus’ resurrection. A
posing him to be the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if
woman’s testimony was pretty worthless in those days,
you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid particularly to a bunch of frightened men who have just
him, and I will take him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ lost their Saviour, the one on whom they had pinned all
She turned and said to him in Hebrew, Rabbouni!’
their hopes. Never the less, Mary does as Jesus asks.
(which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold
So, on this Easter Sunday, do we recognise Jesus calling
on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Faour name? What would give away the voice of Jesus to
ther. But go to my brothers and say to them, “I am asus and how do you imagine it would sound? Perhaps an
cending to my Father and your Father, to my God and
even more important question is, what would he say to
your God.”’ Mary Magdalene went and announced to
us and what would he ask of us? Are we willing to follow
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him and do as he asks?

minded us that God is already at work in the world, including all the different circles we move in – our homes,
Easter
work places, schools and communities. God is working in
Our Easter celebration is a reminder that on this day
people’s hearts and minds, in ways that we may never
everything changed. Jesus is alive, we have new life
have considered. It’s inspiring to think that God might be
through him, and he is with us always. This is something preparing the way for us to have conversations about
worth getting excited about and sharing with others. We our faith. In a nutshell, all participants on the course,
don’t need to be clever, or have been taught how to
were encouraged to find out what God is already doing
speak in public. All we need to do is speak from our own in the world and in peoples’ lives and join in.
experience. Which means that we will each want to
Conclusion
share something different about Jesus. Do we have the
same courage that Mary showed?
At a Confirmation Service we hear these words. N, God
has called you by name and made you his own. Confirm,
During Lent, some of us have been participating in a
O Lord, your servant with your Holy Spirit. It is in the
course called ‘Faith Pictures’ produced by Church Army.
power of God’s spirit that we can achieve great things
Throughout the course we have been encouraged to be
for him. Hallelujah Christ is risen…. He is risen indeed
a bit more confident in sharing our faith and what it
Hallelujah.
means to us, with others. It’s been a challenging course
but well worth doing. In the final session, the course re-

Eco Church

PRAYERS

Please pray …. For those who are sick:

2021 offers more challenges as
it is the year in which St
Katharine’s will look to reduce
its carbon footprint with a view
to becoming carbon neutral by
2030.

Jane Nichols, Betty Mather, Jean Louis, Elaine Batty,
Val Yarwood and family, Baby Reggie Horsfield, Kevin
Falllon, Jack Fairhurst, Jean Flatters, Enid Merry.
For those who have died.
And for those whose anniversaries occur at this
time:

Our church is Grade 2 listed and
we are restricted in the changes
that can be made but, it has a
large roof space which could
accommodate solar panes and a tower which must be
one of the windiest places in Lancashire and Greater
Manchester for harnessing wind power.

Edith Taylor, Phyllis Day and Kathleen Scott
Let us know? If anyone is aware of someone currently
sick or in hospital, wishing to be included on the
Prayer List please notify the Vicar or the
Churchwardens.

If you or anyone you know, would be able to help us
work our way through these issues we would love to
hear from you. Telephone 01942 731164.

Please send in items of news to put on the pewsheet so
that we can all keep in touch with what’s going on.
Email to: Deborah.howard2@googlemail.com
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BOLTON HUMANITARIAN AID

HELP NEEDED
Two of our stalwart cleaners are hanging up their
dusters after many years of helping with the
cleaning of church. The rota’s loss of them means
we only have 8 people on the team so we really
need at least another 2 people but more would be
far better. When we open again, with limited
numbers attending services, we only need to clean
once a fortnight, in teams of two, so that duties will
be once every 8 weeks for 2 hours (approx). If and
when things return to normal it will be more often.
Please let me know if you will help.
Sylvia Gregory

Thank you for your support
Your help is still needed. You can take your donations to
the Vicarage and leave them in the porch while the
church is closed. Thank you to Peter for delivering to
Urban Outreach on our behalf.
Every single donated item makes a difference!
Items needed: tinned meat, chopped tomatoes, fruit,
500g boxes of breakfast cereal, cordial, long life milk,
custard powder, 1kg bags of rice, pasta (500g), baked
beans, tinned soup jars of pasta sauce, tinned pulses,
tinned vegetables (sweetcorn, peas carrots and potatoes), biscuits, cereal bars, tinned fish, tea, jars of baby
food (different ages), incontinence pads, male toiletries,
nappies & wipes.
Or you could make a financial donation to Urban
Outreach. You can do this via their website:
https://www.urbanoutreach.co.uk/

We know a lot of parents are struggling at the moments so here is something some of you might find
useful.

Care For The Family series – ‘The Mum Show’
Christian organisation, Care For The Family, have
released a twelve-part series entitled ‘The Mum
Show’ on being a mum in today’s world … whatever
that may look like. Each thirty-minute episode will
feature honest conversations, moments of
soul-searching, expert advice and even the occasional
light-hearted digression. The first episode, Parenting
in a Pandemic, was released on 8 February and will be
available until 30th April. Take a look and sign up for
free:

Solution to last weeks Wordsearch:

https://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/events/eventsonline-2/the-mum-show

SHOPPING?
Raise FREE donations for St Katharine’s when you
Shop on-line. Find us at Easyfundraising.org.uk
And now you can also make a direct donation to St
Katharine’s through Easyfundraising.
Just click on the Donate button.
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Activity Sheet
Crossword clues & answers
ACROSS
8 ‘He poured out his life unto
death, and was numbered with
the — ’ (Isaiah 53:12) (13)
9 ‘When they had sung a hymn,
they went — to the Mount of
Olives (Matthew 26:30) (3)
10 Comes between Galatians and
Philippians (9)
11 ‘Your heart will — and swell
with joy’ (Isaiah 60:5) (5)
13 Muslim holy month (7)
16 Ten ears (anag.) (7)
19 Under (poetic abbrev.) (5)
22 How Abram described himself
to God when he complained that
his inheritance would pass to a
servant (Genesis 15:2) (9)
24 ‘Go to the — , you
sluggard’ (Proverbs 6:6) (3)
25 Debar from receiving
Communion (13)

DOWN
1 My — for His Highest (Oswald Chambers’ best-known book) (6)
2 Festival of the resurrection (6)
3 ‘His sons will prepare for war and — a great army’ (Daniel 11:10) (8)
4 ‘Let not the — string his bow’ (Jeremiah 51:3) (6)
5 Name of the River Thames in and around Oxford (4)
6 ‘From then on Judas watched for an opportunity —
— him over’ (Matthew 26:16) (2,4)
7 ‘But Christ is faithful — — — over God’s
house’ (Hebrews 3:6) (2,1,3)
12 Long-handled implement used to till the soil (Isaiah
7:25) (3)
14 Order to which monks and nuns devote themselves
(8)
15 Appropriate (Proverbs 15:23) (3)
16 I, uncle (anag.) (6)
17 ‘They gave him — — of broiled fish’ (Luke 24:42)
(1,5)
18 ‘Weren’t there three men that we — — and threw
into the fire?’ (Daniel 3:24) (4,2)
20 Mountain where Noah’s ark came to rest (Genesis
8:4) (6)
21 ‘Don’t you know that friendship with the world is —
towards God?’ (James 4:4) (6)
23 Prominent architectural feature of large cathedrals
such as St Paul’s (4)
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