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St Katharine, Blackrod   Newsletter 

Sunday 28th February 2021 

Second Sunday of Lent  

SUNDAY SERVICES IN THE TEAM CHURCHES  

St George’s - No services at present  

St John, Wingates, at 9.30am  
1st & 3rd Sundays - Family service at 9.30am  

(Please note change of time)  
No need to book  

St James, Daisy Hill, at 10am  

Booking needed - see website  

St Bartholomew at 11am No need to book  

Church open for services 
Church is now open for Services at 11am on      

Sundays and 9.30 on Tuesdays. Please observe 

‘Hands, Face, Space’ and do not attend if you have 

any symptoms of Coronavirus. 

Ring Valerie on 01204 456619 to book your place 

at the services. 

Online services are available as usual…..  

You can find all the Sunday Services, sheets and 

newsletters on the website at:  

https://stkatharine.net/news  

And the recorded services at:  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/ UCDx266HL-

h9ShYeBJnON8ODg  

We are working through the repairs required by the 

Quinquennial Inspection and making the changes 

needed to reduce St Katharine’s carbon footprint 

but it certainly isn’t easy during a pandemic! We 

have little opportunity to fundraise so we are again 

asking you to support St Katharine’s and 

‘Chip in for Church.’ 
If you are able to contribute anything to help us 

through these difficult times please put your       

contribution in an envelope and leave at church, 

post through the vicarage door or give online at 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/

stkatharineschurchblackrod/?utm_campaign=raise-

more&utm_content=cpl 

Thank you 

Mothering Sunday  

March 14th 

Church will be open between 2pm – 4pm for those 

who would like to spend some quiet time in prayer 

and refection on this special day.    

Light a candle, hang a message on the prayer tree, 

stay as long as you like.   

No need to book. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stkatharineschurchblackrod/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=cpl
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stkatharineschurchblackrod/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=cpl
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stkatharineschurchblackrod/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=cpl
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Dear Friends, 

At last, I feel that Spring is in the air, don’t you? The birds are 

singing and the spring bulbs are coming through.  The 1st of 

March is the meteorological beginning of Spring, although not 

the actual Spring Equinox. It’s good to know that the long, cold 

darkness of Winter is passing away and we’ve the warmth and 

lighter days of Spring to look forward to. 

I took a funeral in Blackrod Cemetery this morning. A graveside service. Before Covid 

they were very exceptional in fact I’d only done one before during my ministry and it 

was before I came to Blackrod but this last year I’ve done four or five. With the church being closed completely in the first  

lockdown and then the numbers being limited, not being able to sing and often elderly relatives involved, the families have 

opted to have a graveside funeral. You can’t count on the weather of course but this morning we were very fortunate and the 

sun shone.  To my surprise I’ve found these graveside funerals very uplifting and if that sounds strange let me explain. It feels 

very natural. It reminds me of our origins like the words used at the imposition of ashes on Ash Wednesday, “Remember you 

are dust and to dust you shall return.” There is a homeliness about it as the immediate family are gathered round the grave, 

the coffin before them. There’s not many mourners, thirty as a maximum so it feels peaceful and personal. The service isn’t 

long but the family can still say a few words if they wish and again this adds to the intimacy of the occasion. This morning as we 

stood in silent remembrance of a dearly loved mum and nana we had the birds singing to accompany us. The air was full of 

hope as we could hear and see the signs of Spring all around.  A good reminder that the cycle of life continues and with Spring 

the hope of new life, reminding us of the new life promised by Christ our Saviour. 

Jesus said, “Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and 

dies, it remains a single grain. But if it dies it produces much 

fruit.” John 12.24 

Loved ones passing away is a sorrow we all go through at 

some time or another but thank God for Jesus. His death and 

resurrection has brought us hope, the fruit of new life as we 

look forward to when our time comes make the journey to 

our heavenly home. When you think how wonderful the com-

ing of Spring is in this life, then what must it be like to experi-

ence the blossoming of new life with God in his eternal 

home? What an explosion of joy, love and wonder it will be! 

Let us thank God for the signs of new life all around us and 

pray that they may remind us of the hope of new life at the 

end of our days on earth and the glorious eternal Spring we’ll 

share with all our loved ones. 

God bless, 

Angela.  

 
 

National Census Information 

Households across Bolton are being asked to get ready to 

take part in the Office for National Statistics (ONS) census 

which takes place on Sunday, 21 March. 

Whilst the census provides great benefits to all our       

communities it is also a legal requirement for people to 

complete and return the questionnaires, and Bolton 

Council are supporting the ONS to encourage people to 

respond to maximise census returns. 

The Census is a once in every ten years survey when      

everyone is asked the same questions on the same day to 

provide a snapshot of the population, and it’s the only 

time every person and every household are counted right 

across England and Wales. 

The 2021 census will be the first to be run predominantly 

online with households receiving a letter with a unique 

access code, allowing them to complete the                 

questionnaire on computers phones or tablets.  Paper 

postal questionnaires will be sent to some households 

and are available on request. 

The questionnaires are to be completed based on your 

circumstances on census day Sunday March 21 and 

households across the borough will receive letters with 

online codes allowing them to take part from early 

March. 

For more information, visit census.gov.uk 
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Readings and Prayers for the Second Sunday of Lent 

FIRST READING Genesis 17. 1-7, 15-16 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord        
appeared to Abram, and said to him, ‘I am God           
Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will 
make my covenant between me and you, and will make 
you exceedingly numerous.’ Then Abram fell on his face; 
and God said to him, ‘As for me, this is my covenant with 
you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 
No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name 
shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a 
multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; 
and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come 
from you. I will establish my covenant between me and 
you, and your offspring after you throughout their     
generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to 
you and to your offspring after you. God said to        
Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her 
Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and 
moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and 
she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come 
from her.’   

Psalm 22. 23-end 

Praise the Lord, you that fear him; O seed of Jacob,     
glorify him; stand in awe of him, O seed of Israel. For he 
has not despised nor abhorred the suffering of the poor; 
neither has he hidden his face from them; but when 
they cried to him he heard them. From you comes my 
praise in the great congregation; I will perform my vows 
in the presence of those that fear you. The poor shall eat 
and be satisfied; those who seek the Lord shall praise 
him; their hearts shall live for ever. All the ends of the 
earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, and all the 
families of the nations shall bow before him. For the 
kingdom is the Lord’s and he rules over the nations. How 
can those who sleep in the earth bow down in worship, 
or those who go down to the dust kneel before him? He 
has saved my life for himself; my descendants shall serve 
him; this shall be told of the Lord for generations to 
come. They shall come and make known his salvation, to 
a people yet unborn, declaring that he, the Lord, has 
done it.   

SECOND READING   Romans 4.13-end 

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not 
come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law 
but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the        
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null 
and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but 
where there is no law, neither is there violation. For this 
reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise 
may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his            
descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but 

also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is 
the father of all of us, as it is written, ‘I have made you 
the father of many nations’) in the presence of the God 
in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls 
into existence the things that do not exist. Hoping 
against hope, he believed that he would become ‘the 
father of many nations’, according to what was said, ‘So 
numerous shall your descendants be.’ He did not     
weaken in faith when he considered his own body, 
which was already as good as dead (for he was about a 
hundred years old), or when he considered the           
barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him    
waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew 
strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully 
convinced that God was able to do what he had      
promised. Therefore his faith ‘was reckoned to him as 
righteousness.’ Now the words, ‘it was reckoned to him’, 
were written not for his sake alone, but for ours also. It 
will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised 
Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed over to 
death for our trespasses and was raised for our           
justification.    

GOSPEL READING   Mark 8. 31-end 

Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection 

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must 
undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, 
the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after 
three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And 
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But  
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter 
and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your 
mind not on divine things but on human things.’ He 
called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If 
any want to become my followers, let them deny    
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For 
those who want to save their life will lose it, and those 
who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the 
gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain 
the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can 
they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed 
of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful   
generation, of them the Son of Man will also be 
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with 
the holy angels.’   

HOMILY by Rev’d Angela Wynne 

We continue our journey through Lent and it’s week two 
already. I like Lent as a time of preparation for Easter far 
more than Advent as a time of preparation for        
Christmas. The trouble with Advent is there’s so much 
else going that causes a distraction. Lent on the other 
hand is longer and you don’t have the same distractions.  
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You can really throw yourself into it. And when you    
follow the way of the cross during Holy Week,             
remembering the events of the Last Supper, the garden 
of Gethsemane and the passion of Christ on Good Friday 
it makes Easter Day even more wonderful. When you 
wake up on Easter morning with a real sense of joy, you 
know you’ve had a good Lent! 

In our reading this morning we join Jesus and his         
disciples as they journey on through the Galilean     
countryside. Immediately before this scene Jesus had 
asked the disciples what people were saying about him. 
Who did they think he was? They replied, “John the  
Baptist” “Elijah” “One of the prophets.” Then he asked 
them – “Who do you think I am?” Peter replied, “You are 
the Messiah.” Jesus tells them not to tell anyone about 
him. It is after this that Jesus thinks the time is right to 
start preparing them for what is going to happen to him; 
he will be killed and after 3 days rise again. 

Peter is shocked. He feels it’s his duty to reassure Jesus 
that this will not happen to him. The Messiah that Peter 
believed him to be, could not possibly die in such a way. 
The Messiah was going to save his people from the    
Romans and restore Israel to its former glory. The     
Messiah would be a great king! A superhero! How could 
Jesus talk about dying now, he had barely got started! 
He was probably even more shocked at Jesus response – 
“Get behind me Satan. You are setting your mind on 
earthly things not on heavenly things.” 

Jesus makes it plain what his followers must do. He 
doesn’t need their guidance or protection, he just needs 
them to follow him. He knows it won’t be easy, they too 
will be persecuted. They need to be focussed on him not 
themselves and prepared to suffer. He talks about taking 
up the cross. They knew what that meant; crucifixion. 
The condemned literally had to carry their cross to the 
execution site. Jesus makes it clear that being a disciple 
of his wasn’t for the faint hearted and could lead to a 
literal taking up of their cross, as Jesus did on Good    
Friday. 

Three times in Mark’s gospel Jesus tells his disciples that 
he will die and be raised on the third day. It’s not until 
after his death and resurrection that they finally          
understand why he had to die. 

During Lent we reflect on how well we are following  
Jesus. Are we denying ourselves and putting God first in 
our lives? Picking up our cross and doing the things he 
asks of us, prepared to follow him wherever he leads us? 
Or do we think it’s too hard and the cross too heavy, too 
big a price to pay? As a result, we are only prepared to 
follow if we like where he’s leading us and if the journey 
is not too uncomfortable otherwise, we let someone 
else do it instead. 

Don’t get the wrong idea – Jesus doesn’t want us to be 
miserable and walk around in sack cloth and ashes all 
the time, he’s not against pleasure and he himself was a 
great socialiser and had lots of friends but he does     
expect us to strive after the ultimate goal of the        
Kingdom of heaven and he knows that the going will be 
tough. We need the mental preparation to get us 
through that tough going. But the final goal is worth all 
the effort.  And all the worldly pleasures that we could 
chase after, money, status, power are not worth too 
hoots in comparison to the knowledge of God. 

How can we be more like the followers Jesus needs? This 
is where Lent comes into its own. The three traditional 
Lent practices of fasting, prayer and alms giving are one 
way we can refocus our lives on God and put him back in 
the centre. If we direct our energies, our thoughts and 
prayers towards him we will receive back a hundredfold. 
A self-centred life focussed on possessions, money or 
power will not bring lasting satisfaction and is ultimately 
futile – there’s no pockets in shrouds as they say, but a 
life centred on God and working for the kingdom to 
come on earth will bring meaning, peace, joy, life in all 
its fullness and also the promise and hope of eternal life.   

So stick with your Lent discipline whatever it is with   
Jesus at the centre and be prepared for a glorious     
Easter! Amen  

The Parish Magazine  

The March issue is now 
available. Whilst St 
Katharine’s is closed you 
can pick up a copy from 
Spar or Blackrod Motors 
shops.  

If you would like to add 
your name to the list of 
subscribers and have a 
copy delivered to your 
door, please ring 01204 
697338.  

SHOPPING?  
Raise FREE donations for 
St Katharine’s when you 
Shop on-line. Find us at 
Easyfundraising.org.uk  

And now you can also 
make a direct donation to 

St Katharine’s through 
Easyfundraising.  

Just click on the Donate 
button.  

USPG Lent boxes  

We are supporting USPG as usu-
al. USPG (United Society Partners 
in the Gospel) is an   Anglican 
mission agency since 1701. It partners churches and             
communities worldwide to enliven faith, strengthen 
relationships, unlock potential and champion justice.  

If you would like a box please contact Barbara Worsley 
email drbaworsley@hotmail.com or phone 01257 
480601.  

mailto:drbaworsley@hotmail.com
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BOLTON HUMANITARIAN AID 

Thank you for your support 

Your help is still needed.  You can take your donations to 

the Vicarage and leave them in the porch while the 

church is closed.  Thank you to Peter for delivering to 

Urban    Outreach on our behalf. 

Every single donated item makes a difference! 

Items needed: tinned meat, chopped tomatoes, fruit, 

500g boxes of breakfast cereal, cordial, long life milk,  

custard powder, 1kg bags of rice, pasta (500g), baked 

beans, tinned soup jars of pasta sauce, tinned pulses, 

tinned vegetables (sweetcorn, peas carrots and            

potatoes), biscuits, cereal bars, tinned fish, tea, jars of 

baby food (different ages), incontinence pads, male     

toiletries, nappies & wipes. 

Or you could make a financial donation to Urban           

Outreach.  You can do this via their website: 

https://www.urbanoutreach.co.uk/ 

Please send in items of news to put on the pewsheet so 

that we can all keep in touch with what’s going on. 

Email to: Deborah.howard2@googlemail.com 

HELP NEEDED 

Two of our stalwart cleaners are hanging up their 
dusters after many years of helping with the cleaning 
of church. Doreen Cornes and Janet Smallshaw have 
reached the time to retire, I thank them both so 
much for all the help they’ve given, they were such a 
reliable pair and always so willing and helpful. 
 
The rota’s loss of them means we only have 8 people 
on the team so we really need at least another 2 
people but more would be far better. When we open 
again, with limited numbers attending services, we 
only need to clean once a fortnight, in teams of two, 
so that duties will be once every 8 weeks for 2 hours 
(approx). If and when things return to normal it will 
be more often. Please let me know if you will help. 

Sylvia Gregory 

We know a lot of parents are struggling at the moments 
so here is something some of you might find useful. 

Care For The Family series – ‘The Mum Show’ 

Christian organisation, Care For The Family, have         
released a twelve-part series entitled ‘The Mum Show’ 
on being a mum in today’s world … whatever that may 
look like. Each thirty-minute episode will feature honest 
conversations, moments of soul-searching, expert       
advice and even the occasional light-hearted digression. 
The first episode, Parenting in a Pandemic, was released 
on 8 February. Take a look and sign up for free: 

https://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/events/events-
online-2/the-mum-show 

     Rainbow 2021 edition 

The 2021 Original Real Easter Egg includes a new 24 
page Easter story activity book with a £200 prize 
competition. It features a rainbow design to remind 
us of the importance of working together, in amazing 
and inspiring ways, for the common good. There is 
also a super thick Fairtrade milk chocolate egg (150g) 
with a lovely creamy taste. 35% cocoa – Palm Oil & 
plastic free. 
The 2021 design includes: 
• Large 24 page Easter story-activity book 
• £200 prize competition 
• Super thick milk chocolate egg (150g) with a  

lovely creamy taste. 35% cocoa. 

 AVAILABLE AT 

CHURCH 

£5 EACH 

TO PLACE YOUR 

ORDER RING 

JANET ON  

01942 731164 

https://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/events/events-online-2/the-mum-show
https://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/events/events-online-2/the-mum-show
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LENT 2021 

LENT COURSE 2021 – FAITH PICTURES 

Faith Pictures is a short course designed to help Christians talk naturally 

to friends, neighbours and colleagues about what they believe. The 

heart of the course is about helping people to identify a single picture 

or image that embodies something of their faith. This is because the 

kinds of communication which best stick in the mind are concrete and 

rooted in story. 

The course aims to be accessible and light-hearted, without jargon or 

inflexible methods. Each session contains a short  video and encourages 

discussion. 

COMING SOON ON ZOOM. 

At 7pm, every Tuesday until and including 30th March. 

At 2pm, every Thursday until and including 1st April. 

Please email Carol, Angela or Malcolm to let us know you want to join us and we will send you the link and more 

details.  Thank you. 

OTHER LENT RESOURCES  

 The Diocesan Website has a number of different resources available which can be found here, https://
www.manchester.anglican.org/news/latest-news/resources-for-lent.php   

 Janet Smith has also produced a booklet for week 1 for Lent which you might enjoy reading.   Please contact 
Angela, Carol or Malcolm if you would like a copy. 

 

PRAYERS 

Please pray …. For those who are sick: 

Venerable Allan Davis, Jane Nicholls, Betty Mather,        

Jean-Louis, Elaine Batty, Val Yarwood and family,  Kevin    

Fallon, Alice Wilkinson, Jack Fairhurst, Staff and         

residents of Knightswood Rest Home. 

For those who have died: 

Beryl Taberner (Funeral - 9th March 1pm at Overdale) 

Gordon Mitchell (Funeral - 11th March in church at 12pm 
and the burial in Blackrod Cemetery) 

And for those whose anniversaries occur at this time. 

Let us know? If anyone is aware of someone    currently 

sick or in hospital, wishing to be included on the Prayer 

List please notify the Vicar or the Churchwardens. 

Eco Church 

2021 will also offer more   chal-

lenges as it is the year in which St 

Katharine’s will look to reduce its 

carbon  footprint with a view to 

becoming  carbon neutral by 2030. 

Our church is Grade 2 listed and 

we are restricted in the changes 

that can be made but, it has a large 

roof space which could accommodate solar panes and 

a tower which must be one of the windiest places in 

Lancashire and Greater Manchester for  harnessing 

wind power. 

If you or anyone you know, would be able to help us 

work our way through these issues we would love to 

hear from you.  Telephone 01942 731164. 

Easter cards for sale - £2 for 4 cards 

They feature the Banks and the Wilson windows at St 

Katharine’s as well as two floral cards. 

Proceeds to St Katharine’s church. 
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Activity Sheet 

Crossword Clues and Answers 

Across 

8 Interrogated (Acts 12:19) (5-8) 

9 ‘Burn it in a wood fire on the — heap’ (Leviticus 4:12) 
(3) 

10 Tobit, Judith, Baruch and the books of Esdras and the 
Maccabees are part of it (9) 

11 Science fiction (abbrev.) (3-2) 

13 Clay pit (anag.) (7) 

16 Went to (John 4:46) (7) 

19 ‘Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mer-
cy, to — your bodies as living sacrifices’ (Romans 12:1) 
(5) 

22 David’s plea to God concerning those referred to in 
14 Down: ‘On — — let them escape’ (Psalm 56:7) (2,7) 

24 Royal Automobile Club (1,1,1) 25 How the book of 
Ezekiel refers to God more than 200 times (Ezekiel 2:4) 
(9,4) 

Down 

1 Seas (Proverbs 8:24) (6) 

2 One of the sons of Eli the priest, killed in battle by the 
Philistines (1 Samuel 4:11) (6) 

3 Specialist in the study of the Muslim religion (8) 

4 ‘Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but — him as if 
he were your father’ (1 Timothy 5:1) (6) 

5 One of Esau’s grandsons (Genesis 36:11) (4) 

6 Taking a chance (colloq.) (2,4) 

7 God’s instructions to the Israelites concerning grain 
offerings: ‘ — salt to — your offerings’ (Leviticus 2:13) 
(3,3) 

12 Confederation of British Industry (1,1,1) 

14 ‘All day long they twist my words; they are always — 
to harm me’ (Psalm 56:5) (8) 

15 The crowd’s reaction to Jesus bringing back to life a 
widow’s son in Nain (Luke 7:16) (3) 

16 Disappear (Psalm 104:35) (6) 

17 How Jeremiah was likely to die if he wasn’t rescued 
from the cistern where he was imprisoned (Jeremiah 
38:9) (6) 

18 What the prophets do to a wall, with whitewash 
(Ezekiel 13:10, RSV) (4,2) 

20 Made by a plough (Job 39:10) (6) 

21 Noah was relieved when the flood waters continued 
to — (Genesis 8:5) (6) 

23 Jesus gave the Twelve the power and authority to do 
this to diseases (Luke 9:1) (4) 


