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St Katharine, Blackrod   Newsletter 

Sunday 14th February 2021 

Sunday next before Lent  

SUNDAY SERVICES IN THE TEAM CHURCHES  

St George’s - No services at present  

St John, Wingates, at 9.30am  
1st & 3rd Sundays - Family service at 9.30am  

(Please note change of time)  
No need to book  

St James, Daisy Hill, at 10am  

Booking needed - see website  

St Bartholomew at 11am No need to book  

Due to the current restrictions there are no   

services at St Katharine’s at the moment.  

The online services are available as usual…..  

You can find all the Sunday Services, sheets and 

newsletters on the website at:  

https://stkatharine.net/news  

And the recorded services at:  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/ 

UCDx266HLh9ShYeBJnON8ODg  

Church closed  

As we are now under a third national lockdown we have 

taken the decision to suspend services until the situation 

improves.  

Although the national lockdown allows worships to con-

tinue, and we have our cleaning routine in place and are 

happy with our Covid safety measures, suspending the 

services, and also private prayer, would seem the      

sensible thing to do given the current situation.  

We feel it is important to do as much as we can to re-

duce any risk to you and the wider community. In addi-

tion, we are conscious that almost everyone on our 

stewards rota is over sixty and we want to protect them 

too.  

We are fortunate to have our online service to keep us 

all in contact and to enable us to worship together     

remotely.  

I'm sure you will support us in our decision but if you 

have any questions please don't hesitate to get in touch.  

Safety is paramount and being so close to vaccine rollout 

in our community we need to concentrate our efforts in 

keeping everyone safe.  
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Dear Friends, 

Greetings on a bright but frosty day. I much prefer this sort 

of weather to the wet sort of weather even though it is 

very, very cold. It is afterall, what winter should be like. We 

are told that these wet and mild winters are a result of   

climate change and to expect more of them so I’m not   

complaining about a spell of frost. And it’s good for getting rid of garden pests and 

germs in general. 

Next week it’s Shrove Tuesday – have you got your pancakes at the ready – and 

then on Wednesday it’s Ash Wednesday and the start of Lent. There will be an 

online service on Ash Wednesday and also St James are having a service in church at 10am and St Bart’s in the evening. These 

services are open to anyone to attend. You need to book for St James but not for St Barts. However there will not be any im-

position of ashes due to Covid this year. 

Somehow giving up chocolate or alcohol or other pleasure for Lent this year doesn’t quite appeal to me. We’ve given up so 

much for lockdown already so giving up another thing we enjoy is hard. We need whatever little joys we can get! However, 

you might feel differently and if giving up your usual pleasure helps you to observe a good Lent then do it.  

As an alternative we could perhaps use the 40 days of Lent to do something positive instead. Here are some suggestions:  

• Resolve to ring someone up each day that you don’t normally speak to. That could really cheer someone up!  

• Do an act of kindness every day. 

• At the end of each day think of three good things that have happened. 

• Pray for a different friend or family each day – if you were really keen you could combine that with your phone call.  

• Make a community prayer plan and each day pray for a different Street so that by the end of Lent you have prayed for 

the whole of your community. 

• Design a prayer walk. As you walk round your neighbourhood pray for the residents, businesses, schools other    

churches, etc. 

Perhaps an Eco themed Lent would be helpful? These suggestions come off the www.Treehugger.com website. There are 

more but these are quite do-able. 

• Go vegetarian or vegan for Lent or resolve to go meatless on certain days. I often do Fridays. 

• Try to reduce the amount of plastic you throw away. Think before you buy. Try using refillable bottles – local shops      

supplying these are springing up everywhere. 

• Try to use all the food you buy and pay a forfeit if you end up throwing it away. _I do this and the forfeit goes in my 

Lent box. 

• Walk or cycle wherever you can. Avoid using the car for short journeys. (This shouldn’t be difficult at present!) 

• Here is one I could do with – Do a declutter. Each day of Lent focus on one spot and declutter it. Why do we accumulate 

so much stuff? 

The purpose of our Lent discipline is to bring us closer to God and discern his will for our lives. What ever we “give up” we 

could also keep a diary or journal or blog about our thoughts and feelings. How has it brought us closer to God? I hope and 

pray that you manage to do one thing this Lent that will help you to feel God’s presence. He is with us and although it’s hard 

going His light will guide us through this particular wilderness and into the joy of Easter.  

God bless, 

Angela.   
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Readings and Prayers for Sunday next before Lent 

FIRST READING  2 Kings 2. 1-12 

Elijah Ascends to Heaven 

Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to 
heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Stay 
here; for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.’ But 
Elisha said, ‘As the Lord lives, and as you yourself 
live, I will not leave you.’ So they went down to 
Bethel. The company of prophets who were in 
Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, ‘Do you 
know that today the Lord will take your master 
away from you?’ And he said, ‘Yes, I know; keep  
silent.’ Elijah said to him, ‘Elisha, stay here; for the 
Lord has sent me to Jericho.’ But he said, ‘As the 
Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave 
you.’ So they came to Jericho. The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, 
and said to him, ‘Do you know that today the Lord 
will take your master away from you?’ And he an-
swered, ‘Yes, I know; be silent.’ Then Elijah said to 
him, ‘Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the   
Jordan.’ But he said, ‘As the Lord lives, and as you 
yourself live, I will not leave you.’ So the two of 
them went on. Fifty men of the company of    
prophets also went, and stood at some distance 
from them, as they both were standing by the     
Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, 
and struck the water; the water was parted to the 
one side and to the other, until the two of them 
crossed on dry ground. When they had crossed,  
Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Tell me what I may do for you, 
before I am taken from you.’ Elisha said, ‘Please let 
me inherit a double share of your spirit.’ He         
responded, ‘You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you 
see me as I am being taken from you, it will be 
granted you; if not, it will not.’ As they continued 
walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of 
fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended 
in a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching 
and crying out, ‘Father, father! The chariots of Israel 
and its horsemen!’ But when he could no longer see 
him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in 
two pieces. 

Psalm 50. 1-6 

The Lord, the most mighty God, has spoken and 
called the world from the rising of the sun to its 
setting. Out of Zion, perfect in beauty, God shines 
forth; our God comes and will not keep silence. 

Consuming fire goes out before him and a mighty 
tempest stirs about him. He calls the heaven above, 
and the earth, that he may judge his people: 
‘Gather to me my faithful, who have sealed my  
covenant with sacrifice.’ Let the heavens declare his 
righteousness, for God himself is judge.   

SECOND READING  2 Corinthians 4. 3-6 

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those 
who are perishing. In their case the god of this 
world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to 
keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the 
glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For we do 
not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as 
Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 
For it is the God who said, ‘Let light shine out of 
darkness’, who has shone in our hearts to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ.   

GOSPEL READING  Mark 9.2-9 

The Transfiguration 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James 
and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, 
by themselves. And he was transfigured before 
them, and his clothes became dazzling white, such 
as no one on earth could bleach them. And there 
appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, ‘Rabbi, 
it is good for us to be here; let us make three   
dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for 
Elijah.’ He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them, and 
from the cloud there came a voice, ‘This is my Son, 
the Beloved; listen to him!’ Suddenly when they 
looked around, they saw no one with them          
anymore, but only Jesus. As they were coming 
down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one 
about what they had seen, until after the Son of 
Man had risen from the dead.   

Homily – Alan Morris 

As we prepare to observe the Sunday next before 
Lent, we cannot fail to recognise the date which 
reminds us that today is also remembered as St. 
Valentine’s Day by many and brings to mind a very 
old story.  It is the story of a young love-struck man 
who writes to his sweetheart in this manner. “My 
dearest, darling, I miss you so much and can’t wait 
to be with you. For you I would climb the highest  
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mountain, ford the widest river, swim the deepest 
ocean to prove my love.” He signs off “your ever-

loving suitor X❤X❤X” then goes on to say P.S. 
“See you Friday, if it isn’t raining.” 

In contrast to the liturgical colours in our worship, 
we cannot fail to see in the shops (at least those 
that are open) a predominance of red.  Red cards 
with red hearts, red balloons, gifts of chocolates, 
flowers (mainly red), bottles of red wine all tided up 
with red ribbons and bows.  It seems more of the 
world will be celebrating Valentine’s Day than the 
Sunday next before Lent. No change there. As we 
have come to see “Mothering Sunday”                
commercialised and diluted to “Mothers’ Day” so it 
is with Valentine’s Day, advertised and celebrated 
minus the prefix, “SAINT”. 

But who was St. Valentine?  It 
seems there may have been more 
than one, for the name Valentinus 
meaning strong and/or powerful 
was fairly         common.  If we rec-
ognise all the contenders, we 
could celebrate the saint on sever-
al days of the year. A fact not yet 
seized upon by the printers of 
greeting cards. 

The prime contender is St. Valen-
tine bishop of Rome around 270 
AD who was beheaded not least 
for his helping Christian couples to 
marry. The latest Valentine to be 
beatified was a Dominican priest 
St. Valentine Berrio-Ochoa sent to Vietnam where 
he was bishop until his martyrdom in 1861. Alt-
hough the skull of St. Valentine is said to be in 
Rome,  nearer to home the church of the Blessed 
John Duns Scotus in Glasgow claims to hold a relic 
of St. Valentine! 

It may be no coincidence that red is used to profess 
love but also the colour for saints and martyrs     
denoting sacrificial love. The account in our Gospel 
reading for today describes an intimate moment in 
the life of Jesus and his disciples, perhaps a        
foretaste of things to come. No wonder the          
disciples wanted to build shelters or tents to stay 
with him on the mountain. However, they had to 
come back down, back to the trials and tribulations 
that were to follow. Note also that this experience 
was granted only to Peter, James and John and not 
all of the disciples. 

We will soon, during Lent, be following many of 
these trials, tribulations and the ultimate sacrifice 
that was God’s gift to a world he created and loved 
in the suffering and crucifixion of His only Son, our 
Lord and Saviour. Only by following this course of 
events will we be able to experience the full joy and 
promise of the Easter dawn. 

Towards the end of his earthly life Jesus told his  
disciples of a new commandment. They were all 
used to hearing the commandments as given to  
Moses during their times together in the              
synagogue. 10 rules for life to which Jesus adds 
“love one another as I have loved you.” Remarkably 
in whichever translation of the Gospels one reads 
this verse rarely changes in its dynamic meaning. 

To answer, in part, the question 
at the head of this homily I go 
back to school days when Valen-
tine cards were usually sent anon-
ymously so that the recipient 
would have to guess the identity 
of the sender. Although I must 
confess to at least one    occasion 
when I signed one Alanonymous. 
Well, I wasn’t going to let anyone 
else take the credit for a large 
portion of my pocket money be-
ing spent on a rather elaborate 
card. 

So, does God send “valentines”? 
Consider the times we have re-
covered from illness, or from 

some crisis in life, some unexpected good news, or 
just     something pleasant happening to us. DON’T 
SAY “that was a stoke of good luck” Give God the 
thanks and the glory. 

Love one another as I have loved you is a recurring 
theme in the letters of St. Paul. As the song says 
“Love changes everything” as was testified to by St. 
Paul on the Damascus Road. This enabled him to 
write the verses we often hear at marriage services 
(1 Corinthians 13 v 4-7) but never more so that he 
writes to the church in Rome. 

“For I am convinced that there is nothing in death 
or life, in the realm of spirits or superhuman      
powers, in the world that it is or the world as it shall 
be, in the forces of the universe, in heights or 
depths - nothing in all creation that can separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Even when it’s raining! Amen 
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The Parish Magazine  

The February issue is now available. Whilst 
St Katharine’s is closed you can pick up a 
copy from Spar or Blackrod Motors shops.  

If you would like to add your name to the 
list of subscribers and have a copy delivered 
to your door, please ring 01204 697338.  

SHOPPING?  
Raise FREE donations for St Katharine’s when you Shop 

on-line.   Find us at Easyfundraising.org.uk  

And now you can also make a direct donation to St 

Katharine’s through Easyfundraising.  

Just click on the Donate button.  

National Census Information 

Households across Bolton are being asked to get 

ready to take part in the Office for National Statistics 

(ONS) census which takes place on Sunday, 21 March. 

Whilst the census provides great benefits to all our 

communities it is also a legal requirement for people 

to complete and return the questionnaires, and      

Bolton Council are supporting the ONS to encourage 

people to respond to maximise census returns. 

The Census is a once in every ten years survey when 

everyone is asked the same questions on the same 

day to provide a snapshot of the population, and it’s 

the only time every person and every household are 

counted right across England and Wales. 

The 2021 census will be the first to be run                

predominantly online with households receiving a 

letter with a unique access code, allowing them to 

complete the questionnaire on computers phones or 

tablets.  Paper postal questionnaires will be sent to 

some households and are available on request. 

The questionnaires are to be completed based on 

your circumstances on census day Sunday March 21 

and households across the borough will receive 

letters with online codes allowing them to take part 

from early March. 

For more information, visit census.gov.uk 

BOLTON HUMANITARIAN AID 

Thank you for your support 

Your help is still needed.  You can take your do-

nations to the Vicarage and leave them in the 

porch while the church is closed.  Thank you to 

Peter for delivering to Urban Outreach on our 

behalf. 

Every single donated item makes a difference! 

Items needed: tinned meat, chopped toma-

toes, fruit, 500g boxes of breakfast cereal, cor-

dial, long life milk, custard powder, 1kg bags of 

rice, pasta (500g), baked beans, tinned soup 

jars of pasta sauce, tinned pulses, tinned vege-

tables (sweetcorn, peas carrots and potatoes), 

biscuits, cereal bars, tinned fish, tea, jars of 

baby food (different ages), incontinence pads, 

male toiletries, nappies & wipes. 

Or you could make a financial donation to Ur-

ban Outreach.  You can do this via their web-

site: 

https://www.urbanoutreach.co.uk/ 

Please send in items of news to put on the 

pewsheet so that we can all keep in touch with 

what’s going on. 

Email to: Deborah.howard2@googlemail.com 
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LENT 2021 

LENT COURSE 2021 – FAITH PICTURES 

Faith Pictures is a short course designed to help Christians talk       

naturally to friends, neighbours and colleagues about what 

they believe. The heart of the course is about helping people 

to identify a single picture or image that embodies something 

of their faith. This is because the kinds of communication 

which best stick in the mind are concrete and rooted in story. 

The course aims to be accessible and light-hearted, without 

jargon or inflexible methods. Each session contains a short  

video and encourages discussion. 

COMING SOON ON ZOOM. 

From Tuesday 23rd Feb at 7pm and every Tuesday for 6 weeks. 

From Thursday 25th Feb at 2pm and every Thursday for 6 weeks. 

Please email Carol, Angela or Malcolm to let us know you want to join us and we will send you the link 

and more details.  Thank you. 

OTHER LENT RESOURCES  

 The Diocesan Website has a number of different resources available which can be found here, 
https://www.manchester.anglican.org/news/latest-news/resources-for-lent.php   

 Janet Smith has also produced a booklet for week 1 for Lent which you might enjoy reading.   Please    
contact Angela, Carol or Malcolm if you would like a copy. 

 

PRAYERS 

Please pray …. For those who are sick: 

Betty Mather, Jean-Louis, Beryl Taberner, 

Elaine Batty, Val Yarwood and family,  Kevin 

Fallon, Alice Wilkinson, Jack Fairhurst, Staff 

and residents of Knightswood Rest Home. 

For those who have died: 

Michael Crompton, Edna Jones and Harry 

Cooper 

And for those whose anniversaries occur at 

this time, including: 

Leonard Gorton 

Let us know? If anyone is aware of someone 

currently sick or in hospital, wishing to be   

included on the Prayer List please notify the 

Vicar or the Churchwardens. 

Eco Church 

2021 will also offer more   

challenges as it is the year in 

which St Katharine’s will look 

to reduce its carbon footprint 

with a view to becoming     

carbon neutral by 2030. 

Our church is Grade 2 listed 

and we are restricted in the 

changes that can be made but, 

it has a large roof space which 

could accommodate solar panes and a tower which 

must be one of the windiest places in Lancashire and 

Greater Manchester for harnessing wind power. 

If you or anyone you know, would be able to help us 

work our way through these issues we would love to 

hear from you.  Telephone 01942 731164. 
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USPG Lent boxes  

We are supporting USPG as usual. USPG (United Society Partners in the 
Gospel) is an Anglican mission agency since 1701. It partners churches 
and communities worldwide to enliven faith, strengthen relationships, 
unlock potential and champion justice.  

If you would like a box please contact Barbara Worsley email            

drbaworsley@hotmail.com or phone 01257 480601.  

We know a lot of parents are struggling at the moments sso here is something some of you might find 
useful. 

Care For The Family series – ‘The Mum Show’ 

Christian organisation, Care For The Family, have released a twelve-part series entitled ‘The Mum Show’ 
on being a mum in today’s world … whatever that may look like. Each thirty-minute episode will feature 
honest conversations, moments of soul-searching, expert advice and even the occasional light-hearted 
digression. The first episode, Parenting in a Pandemic, was released on 8 February. Take a look and sign 
up for free: 

https://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/events/events-online-2/the-mum-show 

mailto:drbaworsley@hotmail.com
https://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/events/events-online-2/the-mum-show
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Activity Sheet 


