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St Katharine, Blackrod   Newsletter 

Sunday 7th March 2021 

Third Sunday of Lent  

SUNDAY SERVICES IN THE TEAM CHURCHES  

St George’s - No services at present  

St John, Wingates, at 9.30am  
1st & 3rd Sundays - Family service at 9.30am  

No need to book  

St James, Daisy Hill, at 10am  

Booking needed - see website  

St Bartholomew at 11am— No need to book  

Church open for services 
Church is now open for Services at 11am on      

Sundays and 9.30 on Tuesdays. Please observe 

‘Hands, Face, Space’ and do not attend if you have 

any symptoms of Coronavirus. 

Ring Valerie on 01204 456619 to book your place 

at the services. 

Online services are available as usual…..  

You can find all the Sunday Services, sheets and 

newsletters on the website at:  

https://stkatharine.net/news  

And the recorded services at:  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/ UCDx266HL-

h9ShYeBJnON8ODg  

We are working through the repairs required by the 

Quinquennial Inspection and making the changes 

needed to reduce St Katharine’s carbon footprint 

but it certainly isn’t easy during a pandemic! We 

have little opportunity to fundraise so we are again 

asking you to support St Katharine’s and 

‘Chip in for Church.’ 
If you are able to contribute anything to help us 

through these difficult times please put your       con-

tribution in an envelope and leave at church, post 

through the vicarage door or give online at https://

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/

stkatharineschurchblackrod/?utm_campaign=raise-

more&utm_content=cpl 

Thank you 

Mothering Sunday  March 14th 

Church will be open between 2pm – 
4pm for those who would like to 

spend some quiet time in prayer and 
refection on this special day.    

Light a candle, hang a message on the 
prayer tree, stay as long as you like.   

No need to book. 

Easter Sunday 

April 4th 

There will be 

two services at 

St Katherines at 

9.30 and 11am.  

Ring Valerie on 

01204 456619 to 

book your place. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stkatharineschurchblackrod/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=cpl
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stkatharineschurchblackrod/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=cpl
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stkatharineschurchblackrod/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=cpl
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stkatharineschurchblackrod/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=cpl
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Dear Friends, 

How are you all keeping occupied these days? The better 

weather has made it more pleasant to get outside, either to 

enjoy a walk or to potter in the garden. Next week I’m having a 

break from Parish work (I hope) and deciding now how to best 

use the time. I really could do with getting the garden tidy. 

There are some overgrown shrubs that need cutting back but 

I’m anxious not to disturb overwintering insects or even frogs and who knows maybe 

hedgehogs. I’ve been wondering when the best time would be to clear the debris and 

leaves out of our very small pond because it hasn’t been cleaned for a few years  and 

the water level is very low. I’ve had frog spawn for the last couple of years which I am so pleased about. I was alarmed when 

Peter announced last weekend that he had cleaned the pond out (what about all the little creatures that might be sheltering 

there?) However it was done, so too late if there were any. Peter refilled it but was disappointed to find that the level re-

mained low so there must be a crack or a hole somewhere. So that’s another job we could tackle. I love having a pond though. 

It’s so interesting. 

We have also decided to let a patch of our lawn “rewild” in the interests of being nature friendly. We tried it on a patch of 

spare ground a couple of years ago but it looked awful and just neglected; it was all thistles and creeping buttercups and other 

weeds and very few of the wild flower seeds I planted seemed to thrive with the exception of the poppies. So, I abandoned 

that idea, perhaps too soon, and I’m cultivating that area in a bee friendly way instead. Hoping for better success with the lawn 

“rewilding.” 

Here is a thought for you – What would “rewilding” the Church look like? I don’t mean just the churchyard. I mean how would 

the church grow if we gave it a free rein? Loosened our hold on it? Could you rewild your own faith? Can you think back to how 

you felt when you first became a Christian and nurture those feelings to reinvigorate your faith. Perhaps try something new? A 

new style of worship or a new way of expressing your faith?  Our church life is very cultivated like a well-maintained garden 

and it is very beautiful but perhaps we could allow some space for things to go wild?  Who knows what might blossom if we 

encouraged and nurtured new ideas and ways of doing things? I think it would take a lot of courage. Like letting the garden run 

wild takes courage and you have be prepared to let go of being in control and resist the temptation to tidy up too much. The 

reward of rewilding the countryside is having an authentic landscape that benefits nature and I would hope that rewilding the 

church would allow for an authentic faith to grow and lead to us living 

authentic lives benefiting everyone. 

Let me know what you think. 

Take care and keep safe, 

Angela. 

 
 

 National Census Information 

Households across Bolton are being asked to get ready 

to take part in the Office for National Statistics (ONS) 

census which takes place on Sunday, 21 March. 

Whilst the census provides great benefits to all our   

communities it is also a legal requirement for people to 

complete and return the questionnaires, and Bolton 

Council are supporting the ONS to encourage people to 

respond to maximise census returns. 

The Census is a once in every ten years survey when 

everyone is asked the same questions on the same day 

to provide a snapshot of the population, and it’s the 

only time every person and every household are    

counted right across England and Wales. 

The 2021 census will be the first to be run                    

predominantly online with households receiving a letter 

with a unique access code, allowing them to complete 

the questionnaire on computers phones or tablets.   

Paper postal questionnaires will be sent to some   

households and are available on request. 

The questionnaires are to be completed based on your 

circumstances on census day Sunday March 21 and 

households across the borough will receive letters with 

online codes allowing them to take part from early 

March. 

For more information, visit census.gov.uk 
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Readings and Prayers for the Third Sunday of Lent 

COLLECT 

Almighty God, 
whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he 
suffered pain, 
and entered not into glory before he was crucified: 
mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, 
may find it none other than the way of life and peace; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

FIRST READING  Exodus 20.1-17 

The Ten Commandments 

Then God spoke all these words: I am the Lord your God, 
who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before 
me. You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in 
the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is 
on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; 
for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing   
children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the 
fourth generation of those who reject me, but showing 
steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those 
who love me and keep my commandments. You shall 
not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your 
God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his 
name. 

Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six 
days you shall labour and do all your work. But the     
seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall 
not do any work, you, your son or your daughter, your 
male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien         
resident in your towns. For in six days the Lord made 
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but 
rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the 
sabbath day and consecrated it. Honour your father and 
your mother, so that your days may be long in the land 

that the Lord your God is giving you. You shall not     
murder. You shall not commit adultery.  You shall not 
steal. You shall not bear false witness against your 
neighbour. You shall not covet your neighbour’s house; 
you shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or male or 
female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs 
to your neighbour.   

Psalm 19.7-end 

The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the   
testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the 
simple. The statutes of the Lord are right and rejoice the 
heart; the commandment of the Lord is pure and gives 
light to the eyes. The fear of the Lord is clean and       
endures for ever; the judgements of the Lord are true 
and righteous altogether. More to be desired are they 
than gold, more than much fine gold, sweeter also than 
honey, dripping from the honeycomb.  By them also is 
your servant taught and in keeping them there is great 
reward.  Who can tell how often they offend? O cleanse 
me from my secret faults!  Keep your servant also from 
presumptuous sins lest they get dominion over me; so 
shall I be undefiled, and innocent of great offence.  Let 
the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my strength and my 
redeemer.   

SECOND READING   1 Corinthians 1.18-25 

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those 
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is 
the power of God.  For it is written, ‘I will destroy the 
wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the          
discerning I will thwart.’ Where is the one who is wise? 
Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? 
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For 
since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know 
God through wisdom, God decided, through the        
foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who    
believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire      
wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling-
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those 
who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s       
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s 
weakness is stronger than human strength.   

GOSPEL READING   John 2.13-22 

Jesus Cleanses the Temple 

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. In the temple he found people selling cattle, 
sheep, and doves, and the money-changers seated at 
their tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all of 
them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle.  
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He also poured out the coins of the money-changers and 
overturned their tables. He told those who were selling 
the doves, ‘Take these things out of here! Stop making 
my Father’s house a market-place!’ His disciples          
remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for your house 
will consume me.’ The Jews then said to him, ‘What sign 
can you show us for doing this?’ Jesus answered them, 
‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.’ 
The Jews then said, ‘This temple has been under        
construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in 
three days?’ But he was speaking of the temple of his 
body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples 
remembered that he had said this; and they believed the 
scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.   

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   

Merciful Lord, 

grant your people grace to withstand the temptations of 
the world, the flesh and the devil, and with pure hearts 
and minds to follow you, the only God; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

Homily by Elaine Simkin 

Give us grace O lord not only to hear your words with 
our ears, but also to receive it into our hearts, and show 
it forth in our lives. Amen. 

What makes you mad?  How many times have you lost 
your temper and done something you might later       
regret?  I have to confess I very rarely lose my temper 
now a days.  It’s a wasted emotion and usually gains 
nothing.  However, when I was a working full time, single 
mum with three teenage daughters at home, it became 
a regular event.  I wanted my girls to grow up having 
boundaries, to be good people, to care, to work hard, to 
love others and when they crossed the line, as they did, 
pushing the boundaries, I sometimes saw red. I lost my 
temper, raised the roof and shouted a lot. 

Todays bible reading is exactly what happened to Jesus 
on that day.  Jesus gets really mad.  He starts throwing 
the table about, shouting, driving people and animals 
out of the temple.  This always reminds me of a phrase 
“Jesus divine and yet human.”  In some ways he was just 
like us humans.  The important thing here is not that he 
got mad, it is why he got mad.  Why?  What made him 
lose his temper that day? 

I think, he had been travelling up to Jerusalem, he was 
tired, but it was the sight of Gods temple being used as a 
marketplace, selling animals, money changing hands, 
people making a profit out of other people’s misfortune.  
Gods house being used as a flea market.  I wonder if  
Jesus may have regretted his actions later, but, and this 
is a big but, he wanted them to realise what the temple 
should be used for.  It was a place that represents the 
presence of God. 

God knows that we, as limited human beings, need 
something solid to hold onto in-order to connect with 
the real God. The temple was that place for the Jews. It 
was holy ground where people were supposed to come 
to set their eyes on God and put their priorities in order.  

Instead, the temple leaders saw the Passover feast as a 
means to cash in on the poor and those who had       
travelled great distances. These people could not bring 
their own animals to the temple for sacrifice, so the   
temple leaders charged vast amounts of money in-order 
to make themselves and the temple great profit. 

This violated God’s sensors, and Jesus got mad and did 
something about it.  It is OK to get mad sometimes if we 
are getting mad for the right reasons. 

I wonder does this story surprise you?  We think of God 
and especially Jesus as peace makers, forgivers, friends, 
carers, helpers, never angry and violent, and yet through 
out the bible we see Gods anger, and it can be scary.  
God is the loving parent who wants the best for us, his 
children. A good parent sets up boundaries to protect 
their children. When the children disobey and do    
something that the parent knows will harm them, the 
parent becomes angry. (As I did often back then.) 

Anger is, what psychologists call, a secondary emotion. It 
is like physical pain. Pain is a good thing because it alerts 
us to the fact that there is an injury, or that something is 
not right.  Anger is like that. When we become angry it is 
a sign that something has been violated. A line crossed, 
it’s like a sensor going off.  

Getting angry isn’t all bad. It’s what you do with anger 
that makes it wrong. 

 Most parents have these sensors for their children. Just 
mess with my child and you will see this mummy bear 
get incredibly angry. Just disobey the boundaries and I 
will get angry.  God gave us these boundaries, his      
commandments.  It is up to us all to see his rules and 
boundaries are set firm. 

Its okay to get mad if it is for the right reasons and in 
Gods boundaries of love, care, protection, forgiveness, 
and respect.  So, when you get angry, think, am I         
behaving like this for all the right reasons.  Amen. 

 

Easter cards 

for sale - £2 

for 4 cards 

 

 

They feature the Banks and the Wilson windows at St 

Katharine’s as well as two floral cards. 

Proceeds to St Katharine’s church. 
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BOLTON HUMANITARIAN AID 

Thank you for your support 

Your help is still needed.  You can take your donations to 

the Vicarage and leave them in the porch while the 

church is closed.  Thank you to Peter for delivering to 

Urban Outreach on our behalf. 

Every single donated item makes a difference! 

Items needed: tinned meat, chopped tomatoes, fruit, 

500g boxes of breakfast cereal, cordial, long life milk,  

custard powder, 1kg bags of rice, pasta (500g), baked 

beans, tinned soup jars of pasta sauce, tinned pulses, 

tinned vegetables (sweetcorn, peas carrots and pota-

toes), biscuits, cereal bars, tinned fish, tea, jars of baby 

food (different ages), incontinence pads, male toiletries, 

nappies & wipes. 

Or you could make a financial donation to Urban           

Outreach.  You can do this via their website: 

https://www.urbanoutreach.co.uk/ 

Please send in items of news to put on the pewsheet so 

that we can all keep in touch with what’s going on. 

Email to: Deborah.howard2@googlemail.com 

HELP NEEDED 

Two of our stalwart cleaners are hanging up their 
dusters after many years of helping with the     
cleaning of church. Doreen Cornes and Janet    
Smallshaw have reached the time to retire, I thank 
them both so much for all the help they’ve given, 
they were such a reliable pair and always so willing 
and helpful. 

The rota’s loss of them means we only have 8     
people on the team so we really need at least      
another 2 people but more would be far better. 
When we open again, with limited numbers    
attending services, we only need to clean once a 
fortnight, in teams of two, so that duties will be 
once every 8 weeks for 2 hours (approx). If and 
when things return to normal it will be more often. 
Please let me know if you will help. 

Sylvia Gregory 

We know a lot of parents are struggling at the mo-
ments so here is something some of you might find 
useful. 

Care For The Family series – ‘The Mum Show’ 

Christian organisation, Care For The Family, have          
released a twelve-part series entitled ‘The Mum 
Show’ on being a mum in today’s world … whatever 
that may look like. Each thirty-minute episode will 
feature honest conversations, moments of              
soul-searching, expert advice and even the occasional 
light-hearted digression. The first episode, Parenting 
in a Pandemic, was released on 8 February. Take a 
look and sign up for free: 

https://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/events/events-
online-2/the-mum-show 

USPG Lent boxes  

We are supporting USPG as 
usual. USPG (United Society 
Partners in the Gospel) is an 
Anglican mission agency since 
1701. It partners churches 
and communities worldwide to enliven faith, strengthen 
relationships, unlock potential and champion justice.  

If you would like a box please contact Barbara Worsley 
email drbaworsley@hotmail.com or phone 01257 
480601.  

SHOPPING?  

Raise FREE donations for St Katharine’s when you Shop 
on-line. Find us at Easyfundraising.org.uk  

And now you can also make a direct donation to St 
Katharine’s through Easyfundraising.  

Just click on the Donate button.  

https://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/events/events-online-2/the-mum-show
https://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/events/events-online-2/the-mum-show
mailto:drbaworsley@hotmail.com
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LENT 2021 

LENT COURSE 2021 – FAITH PICTURES 

Faith Pictures is a 

short course designed 

to help Christians talk 

naturally to friends, 

neighbours and      

colleagues about what 

they believe. The 

heart of the course is about helping people to identify 

a single picture or image that embodies something of 

their faith. This is because the kinds of                     

communication which best stick in the mind are con-

crete and rooted in story. 

The course aims to be accessible and light-hearted,  

without jargon or inflexible methods. Each session     

contains a short  video and encourages discussion. 

AVAILABLE ON ZOOM. 

At 7pm, every Tuesday until and including 30th 

March. 

At 2pm, every Thursday until and including 1st April. 

Please email Carol, Angela or Malcolm to let us know 

you want to join us and we will send you the link and 

more details.  Thank you. 

OTHER LENT RESOURCES  

 The Diocesan Website has a number of differ-
ent resources available which can be found 
here, https://www.manchester.anglican.org/
news/latest-news/resources-for-lent.php   

 Janet Smith has also produced a booklet for 
week 1 for Lent which you might enjoy read-
ing.  Please contact Angela, Carol or Malcolm if 
you would like a copy. 

 

PRAYERS 

Please pray …. For those who are sick: 

Jane Nicholls, Reggie Horsfield, Betty Mather, Jean-Louis, 

Elaine Batty, Val Yarwood and family, Kevin Fallon, Jack 

Fairhurst, Staff and residents of Knightswood Rest Home. 

For those who have died: 

Venerable Alan Davis,  Mary Littler, 

Beryl Taberner (Funeral - 9th March, 1pm at Overdale) 

Gordon Mitchell (Funeral - 11th March in church at 12pm 
followed by burial in Blackrod Cemetery) 

And for those whose anniversaries occur at this time. 

Let us know? If anyone is aware of someone currently 

sick or in hospital, wishing to be included on the Prayer 

List please notify the Vicar or the Churchwardens. 

Eco Church 

2021 offers more challenges as it is the year in which St 

Katharine’s will look to reduce its carbon  footprint with a 

view to becoming  carbon neutral by 2030. 

Our church is Grade 2 listed and 

we are restricted in the changes 

that can be made but, it has a 

large roof space which could   

accommodate solar panes and a 

tower which must be one of the 

windiest places in Lancashire and 

Greater Manchester for            

harnessing wind power. 

If you or anyone you know, would 

be able to help us work our way through these issues we 

would love to hear from you.  Telephone 01942 731164. 
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Activity Sheet 
Solution to last weeks crossword: 

Colour me in! 


