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St Katharine, Blackrod   Newsletter 

Sunday 7th February 2021 

2nd Sunday before Lent  

SUNDAY SERVICES IN THE TEAM CHURCHES  

St George’s - No services at present  

St John, Wingates, at 9.30am  
1st & 3rd Sundays - Family service at 9.30am  

(Please note change of time)  
No need to book  

St James, Daisy Hill, at 10am  

Booking needed - see website  

St Bartholomew at 11am No need to book  

Due to the current restrictions there are no   

services at St Katharine’s at the moment.  

The online services are available as usual…..  

You can find all the Sunday Services, sheets and 

newsletters on the website at:  

https://stkatharine.net/news  

And the recorded services at:  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/ 

UCDx266HLh9ShYeBJnON8ODg  

Church closed  

As we are now under a third national lockdown we have 

taken the decision to suspend services until the situation 

improves.  

Although the national lockdown allows worships to con-

tinue, and we have our cleaning routine in place and are 

happy with our Covid safety measures, suspending the 

services, and also private prayer, would seem the sensi-

ble thing to do given the current situation.  

We feel it is important to do as much as we can to re-

duce any risk to you and the wider community. In addi-

tion, we are conscious that almost everyone on our 

stewards rota is over sixty and we want to protect them 

too.  

We are fortunate to have our online service to keep us 

all in contact and to enable us to worship together re-

motely.  

I'm sure you will support us in our decision but if you 

have any questions please don't hesitate to get in touch.  

Safety is paramount and being so close to vaccine rollout 

in our community we need to concentrate our efforts in 

keeping everyone safe.  
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Dear Friends, 

As the number of deaths tops 100,000, we were all 

saddened to hear that Captain Sir Tom had died this 

week. He has been a source of inspiration and ray of 

sunshine during these difficult times. His determina-

tion has been an inspiration. I was reading how he had 

a broken hip in 2018 and unbeknown to his family bought a treadmill to 

help him recover. That makes his 100 laps of the garden all the more im-

pressive! His original target was £1000 but in the end he raised £33m (£39m 

with gift aid) for the NHS. The nation took him to their hearts and all sorts of honours have been bestowed on him. 

It just goes to show you can never tell where one simple act of kindness might lead you and the takeaway message 

is follow your heart and do some good and never, ever think you are too old! God Bless Sir Tom and may he rest in 

peace and rise in glory. 

We’re all keeping an eye on the infection rates hoping to see them drop as the vaccine takes effect. The scientists 

are thinking that we’ve passed the peak in terms of deaths so let’s hope and pray that is so. In the meantime, all 

we can do is stick to the lockdown rules and try to protect ourselves and others. This week there is a focus on 

young people’s mental health as they deal with the disruption Covid has brought to their lives. The schools are do-

ing their best provide care and support for the children and their parents whilst looking after the staff too. It can’t 

be easy. Parents especially single parents are under a great deal of stress juggling home schooling, working from 

home or physically going to work on top of normal life. We tend to think it’s only the elderly who need our help 

and we’re pretty good at keeping in touch and offering support with shopping or appointments etc. However, we 

shouldn’t forget the younger ones might appreciate a quick call or email to see if they are ok. Covid Church doesn’t 

lend itself to welcoming families as we’d wish so they often miss out there too. Most people are good at putting a 

brave face on things so we shouldn’t take it for granted that all is well. Perhaps we could all make a point this week 

of praying for the families and young people we know. 

I completed my Garden Bird survey last weekend for the RSPB; In one hour I saw 2 Blackbirds, 2 Blue Tits, 7 Star-

lings, 1 Coal Tit, I Great Tit, 3 Hedge Sparrows and 1 Tree Sparrow. At least, that’s what I identified them as. I hung 

around for some time after because I know there’s a Robin and 

a Wren and when they didn’t come, I was worried. I was re-

lieved to see them later. I also get Pigeons, Magpies and Crows 

but they didn’t show up at all. 

Take care this week, keep safe and keep praying, 

Angela. 
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Readings and Prayers for 2nd Sunday before Lent 
FIRST READING: Proverbs 8. 1, 22-31 

The Gifts of Wisdom  Does not wisdom call, and does 
not understanding raise her voice? The Lord created 
me at the beginning of his work, the first of his acts of 
long ago. Ages ago I was set up, at the first, before the 
beginning of the earth. When there were no depths I 
was brought forth, when there were no springs 
abounding with water. Before the mountains had 
been shaped, before the hills, I was brought forth 
when he had not yet made earth and fields, or the 
world’s first bits of soil. When he established the 
heavens, I was there, when he drew a circle on the 
face of the deep, when he made firm the skies above, 
when he established the fountains of the deep, when 
he assigned to the sea its limit, so that the waters 
might not transgress his command, when he marked 
out the foundations of the earth, then I was beside 
him, like a master worker; and I was daily his delight, 
rejoicing before him always, rejoicing in his inhabited 
world and delighting in the human race. 

Psalm 104. 26-end 

O Lord, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you 
have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 
There is the sea, spread far and wide, and there move 
creatures beyond number, both small and great. 
There go the ships, and there is that Leviathan which 
you have made to play in the deep. All of these look 
to you to give them their food in due season. When 
you give it them, they gather it; you open your hand 
and they are filled with good. When you hide your 
face they are troubled; when you take away their 
breath, they die and return again to the dust. When 
you send forth your spirit, they are created, and you 
renew the face of the earth. May the glory of the Lord 
endure for ever; may the Lord rejoice in his works; He 
looks on the earth and it trembles; he touches the 
mountains and they smoke. I will sing to the Lord as 
long as I live; I will make music to my God while I have 
my being. So shall my song please him while I rejoice 
in the Lord. Let sinners be consumed out of the earth 
and the wicked be no more. Bless the Lord, O my soul. 
Alleluia.   

SECOND READING    Colossians 1. 15-20 

The Supremacy of Christ 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of 
all creation; for in him all things in heaven and on 
earth were created, things visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers, all 
things have been created through him and for him. He 

himself is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is 
the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he 
might come to have first place in everything. For in 
him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and 
through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself 
all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making 
peace through the blood of his cross.   

GOSPEL READING John 1. 1-14 

The Word Became Flesh 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. He was in the be-
ginning with God. All things came into being through 
him, and without him not one thing came into being. 
What has come into being in him was life, and the life 
was the light of all people. The light shines in the dark-
ness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was 
a man sent from God, whose name was John. He 
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all 
might believe through him. He himself was not the 
light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, 
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 
world. He was in the world, and the world came into 
being through him; yet the world did not know him. 
He came to what was his own, and his own people did 
not accept him. But to all who received him, who be-
lieved in his name, he gave power to become children 
of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of 
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the 
Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 
seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full 
of grace and truth.    

 

Homily by Rev’d Carol Pharaoh 

Cornflakes by Candlelight 

It must have been around 6:40 am a couple of weeks 
ago.  I was in the kitchen sorting out breakfast when 
suddenly I was plunged into darkness due to one of 
Westhoughton’s notorious power cuts.  Fortunately, 
the kettle had just boiled and my early morning cuppa 
was ready.  The darkness was overwhelming for a few 
moments.  Where’s my mobile phone with the torch 
App?  Where are the candles?  Where are some 
matches?  It didn’t take too long to find what I needed 
and, by candlelight, Peter and I were able to resume 
breakfast.  I’m often struck by how much light a tiny 
candle flame gives out in a dark room.  In the dark, we 
can feel a bit disorientated and scared, but, in the 
light, we can feel warm and safe and cosy. 
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The bible describes Jesus as the light of the world and 
Jesus spoke a lot about light.  In our reading today we 
hear how Jesus came as a light to all people.  It’s a fab-
ulous reading that we often hear around Christmas. 
It’s well worth reading slowly and digesting it as it is 
more like a poem than a story and the words need 
time to penetrate our understanding.  God came and 
lived with us or dwelt among us in Jesus. 

God going camping 

A more accurate translation scholars would tell us of 
the word ‘lived’ or ‘dwelt’ in this passage is that God 
’pitched his tent’ among us.  God came down to basics 
for us.  This extraordinary image draws much of its 
significance from the Old Testament ‘tent’ (or 
’tabernacle’) in which God dwelt among his people 
Israel.   So, Jesus came and roughed it.  Jesus didn’t 
come and live on earth because he fancied a holiday 
here.  He didn’t come to just experience the loveliness 
of it all.  He was born in a very turbulent time in histo-
ry and he was born into the messiness of it all.  He did-
n’t just experience joy and delight.  He experienced 
pain and suffering and inhumanity.  God in Jesus came 
as light shining in darkness. In entering his creation, 
and participating fully in its life, he confronts the dark-
ness and the mess, and shows himself a God of love.  
Jesus came as a light to the world and no amount of 
darkness can extinguish this light.  ‘The light shines in 
the darkness and the darkness did not overcome 
it.’  (John 1:5) 

There is tremendous hope in these words.  No matter 
how hopeless things seem, darkness will never over-
come.  From the vileness of coronavirus to a young 
man who tragically chooses to take his own life, from 
a cancer cell to a war-torn country, darkness will not 
overcome. 

Power 

So, what effect does this have or should have on our 
lives as Christians?  What should our response be? 

John, in this gospel reading, doesn’t beat about the 
bush.  He tells us that there will be those who reject 
God or not accept him.  But there will also be those 
who will receive and be receptive to God in Christ Je-
sus.  These people, we are told, will be given ‘power 
to become children of God’.  Power is a pretty strong 
word to use.  Do we grasp the gift we have been giv-
en?  Well, I think that’s partly to do with how well we 
reflect the light - that light shining in the darkness. 

Reflecting the light 

There was a fascinating TV programme a while ago 
about the moon.  It coincided with a time when there 
was a lunar eclipse.  If you think about it, the moon 

shines because it’s reflecting the sun’s light. When a 
lunar eclipse occurs, the earth’s shadow stops the 
moon reflecting the sun’s light. So, if we are to reflect 
the Son’s light (God’s son Jesus), we can’t let anything 
come between us and the Son to eclipse that light.  In 
the sight of God, we are all flawed.  Recognising that is 
one reason why we attend worship and belong to a 
church.  We let things come between us and God.  We 
are flawed and we want to be better.   

Looking towards Lent 

Lent is soon upon us – a specific time in the Christian 
calendar when we make a special effort to think more 
deeply about how we are flawed and how we can be 
better.  Even though we will still be in lockdown and, 
as so often has been said, things will be different this 
Lent, there’s no excuse for not making some extra 
effort in getting closer to God and learning more 
about him and his church.  As we also know, our plans 
can change very quickly in the pandemic, but here’s a 
taster of what’s planned in the team. 

On Ash Wednesday, 17th February, there will be op-
portunities to attend a service of Holy Communion 
face to face and also on-line.  (Watch out / listen out 
for more details.)  We are also holding a zoom study 
group on Tuesday evenings and on Thursday after-
noons.  The study is based on a course called ‘Faith 
pictures’ put together by Church Army.  The course 
explores how we can get better at sharing our faith 
and uses video and discussion times to think about 
this theme.  (With it being on zoom, you will need to 
let Angela, Malcolm or I know you want to come then 
we can send you the relevant zoom links, together 
with the corresponding course sheets.)  We will also 
publicise details about Holy Week and Easter when we 
have a better idea of what’s allowed.   

God will give us the power to be children of God, to 
grow in faith and to reflect his light.  What he asks in 
return is that we put some effort in.  Lent, Holy Week 
and Easter gives us a great opportunity to do just that. 

Jesus the Light 

The passage from Paul’s letter to the Colossians re-
minds us that Jesus was there at the beginning of the 
world and will be there at the end of the world.  
‘Through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself 
all things.’ (Colossians 1:20) When we gather together 
each week either face to face or on-line, we come to-
gether reconciled and to rejoice in the God who 
makes himself known in Jesus, bringing light wherever 
there is confusion, darkness or death.  We come to-
gether to offer our lives to him.  Amen. 
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LENT COURSE 2021 – FAITH PICTURES 

Faith Pictures is a short course designed to help Christians talk       

naturally to friends, neighbours and colleagues about what they     

believe. The heart of the course is about helping people to identify a 

single picture or image that embodies something of their faith. This is 

because the kinds of communication which best stick in the mind are 

concrete and rooted in story. 

The course aims to be accessible and light-hearted, without jargon or 

inflexible methods. Each session contains a short video and encourages discussion. 

COMING SOON ON ZOOM. 

From Tuesday 23rd Feb at 7 pm and every Tuesday for 6 weeks. 

From Thursday 25th Feb at 2 pm and every Thursday for 6 weeks. 

Please email Carol, Angela or Malcolm to let us know you want to join us and we will send you the link 

and more details.  Thank you. 

 

PRAYERS 

Please pray …. For those who are sick: 

Betty Mather, Jean-Louis, Beryl Taberner, 

Elaine Batty, Val Yarwood and family,  Kevin 

Fallon, Alice Wilkinson, Jack Fairhurst, Staff 

and residents of Knightswood Rest Home. 

For those who have died: 

Michael Crompton, Edna Jones and Harry 

Cooper 

And for those whose anniversaries occur at 

this time. 

Let us know? If anyone is aware of someone 

currently sick or in hospital, wishing to be   

included on the Prayer List please notify the 

Vicar or the Churchwardens. 

Eco Church 

2021 will also offer more  

challenges as it is the year in 

which St Katharine’s will look 

to reduce its carbon footprint 

with a view to becoming     

carbon neutral by 2030. 

Our church is Grade 2 listed 

and we are restricted in the 

changes that can be made but, it has a large roof 

space which could accommodate solar panes and a 

tower which must be one of the windiest places in 

Lancashire and Greater Manchester for harnessing 

wind power. 

If you or anyone you know, would be able to help us 

work our way through these issues we would love to 

hear from you.  Telephone 01942 731164. 
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The Parish Magazine  

The February issue is now available. Whilst 
St Katharine’s is closed you can pick up a 
copy from Spar or Blackrod Motors shops.  

If you would like to add your name to the 
list of subscribers and have a copy delivered 
to your door, please ring 01204 697338.  

SHOPPING?  
Raise FREE donations for St Katharine’s when you Shop 

on-line.   Find us at Easyfundraising.org.uk  

And now you can also make a direct donation to St 

Katharine’s through Easyfundraising.  

Just click on the Donate button.  

National Census Information 

Households across Bolton are being asked to get 

ready to take part in the Office for National Statistics 

(ONS) census which takes place on Sunday, 21 March. 

Whilst the census provides great benefits to all our 

communities it is also a legal requirement for people 

to complete and return the questionnaires, and      

Bolton Council are supporting the ONS to encourage 

people to respond to maximise census returns. 

The Census is a once in every ten years survey when 

everyone is asked the same questions on the same 

day to provide a snapshot of the population, and it’s 

the only time every person and every household are 

counted right across England and Wales. 

The 2021 census will be the first to be run                

predominantly online with households receiving a 

letter with a unique access code, allowing them to 

complete the questionnaire on computers phones or 

tablets.  Paper postal questionnaires will be sent to 

some households and are available on request. 

The questionnaires are to be completed based on 

your circumstances on census day Sunday March 21 

and households across the borough will receive 

letters with online codes allowing them to take part 

from early March. 

For more information, visit census.gov.uk 

BOLTON HUMANITARIAN AID 

Thank you for your support 

Your help is still needed.  You can take your do-

nations to the Vicarage and leave them in the 

porch while the church is closed.  Thank you to 

Peter for delivering to Urban Outreach on our 

behalf. 

Every single donated item makes a difference! 

Items needed: tinned meat, chopped toma-

toes, fruit, 500g boxes of breakfast cereal, cor-

dial, long life milk, custard powder, 1kg bags of 

rice, pasta (500g), baked beans, tinned soup 

jars of pasta sauce, tinned pulses, tinned vege-

tables (sweetcorn, peas carrots and potatoes), 

biscuits, cereal bars, tinned fish, tea, jars of 

baby food (different ages), incontinence pads, 

male toiletries, nappies & wipes. 

Or you could make a financial donation to Ur-

ban Outreach.  You can do this via their web-

site: 

https://www.urbanoutreach.co.uk/ 

Please send in items of news to put on the 

pewsheet so that we can all keep in touch with 

what’s going on. 

Email to: Deborah.howard2@googlemail.com 
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Maze: 

Wordsearch: 

Fighting 

David 

Abner 

King 

Land 

Tribes 

Brother 

Philistines 

Meeting 

Ishbosheth 

Sneaked 

Israel 

 

Commander 

Saul 

Secret 

Angry 

Promised 

Reward 

Northern 

Tricked 

Armies 

Joab 

Southern 

enemies 

 


