
1 

 

  

St Katharine, Blackrod   Newsletter 

 
Due to the current restrictions there are 

no services at St Katharine’s at the moment. 
 

The online services are available as usual….. 
You can find all the  

Sunday Services, sheets and newsletters on the 
website at: 

https://stkatharine.net/news 
And the recorded services at: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCDx266HLh9ShYeBJnON8ODg 

Sunday 31st January 2021 

Candlemas: Presentation of Jesus in the Temple  

Church closed 

As we are now under a third national 
lockdown we have taken the decision to 
suspend services until the situation 
improves.   

Although the national lockdown allows 
worships to continue, and we have our 
cleaning routine in place and are happy 
with our Covid safety measures, suspending 
the services, and also private prayer, 
would seem the sensible thing to do given 
the current situation. 

We feel it is important to do as much as we 
can to reduce any risk to you and the wider 
community. In addition, we are conscious 
that almost everyone on our stewards rota 
is over sixty and we want to protect them 
too.  

We are fortunate to have our online service 
to keep us all in contact and to enable us to 
worship together remotely.  

I'm sure you will support us in our decision 
but if you have any questions please don't 
hesitate to get in touch.  

Safety is paramount and being so close to 
vaccine rollout in our community we need 
to concentrate our efforts in keeping 
everyone safe. 

SUNDAY SERVICES IN THE TEAM CHURCHES 
 

St George’s - No services at present 
 

St John, Wingates, at 9.30am 
1st & 3rd Sundays - Family service at 9.30am 

(Please note change of time) 
No need to book 

 

St James, Daisy Hill, at 10am 
Booking needed - see website 

 

St Bartholomew at 11am No need to book 
 
 

Presentation of Jesus in the Temple, by Rembrandt van Rijn 

https://stkatharine.net/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDx266HLh9ShYeBJnON8ODg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDx266HLh9ShYeBJnON8ODg
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CONTACTS 
 

VICAR   The Revd Angela Wynne, The Vicarage, Blackhorse Street, Blackrod, BL6 5EN   

  Tel: 01204 468150  Email:  Revawynne@gmail.com 

Churchwardens   Valerie Marron  01204 456619   and  Janet Hollick  01942 731164 

Websites     www.stkatharine.net  and  Www.westhoughtonchurches.org.uk 

Facebook:     St Katharine’s Church, Blackrod   Email:  stkatharineschurch@btconnect.com 

Team Rector:   Revd Carol Pharaoh Tel: 01942 859251  Email:  carol.pharaoh@gmail.com 

A Church Near You   https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16047/  

Dear Friends, 

And so we come to the end of January 2021. I don’t know 
about you but I think it’s been a very long month indeed. 
We’ve had snow and ice, wind, rain, the odd bright day 
admittedly, but overall pretty gloomy weather wise. 

However, we know the days are getting longer and on the 
odd bright days you do notice that and, despite the 
freezing temperatures, the snowdrops and daffodils are 

beginning to flower. I haven’t been out for that many walks this week but I’m 
sure there’ll be signs in the hedgerows of the approaching Spring with buds and 
catkins. Another positive is that the birds are coming back into the garden (Great 
British Garden Bird watch this week!) Nature is a wonderful source of inspiration and can lift our spirits when we truly 
open our eyes to notice it. So it has been a long month but lots happening to uplift us as we approach Spring.  

From my conversations and emails I know that many of us are missing our church families. Even when our churches 
are open we can’t socialise and catch up as much as we’d like to. One of the things I miss most is seeing people smile. 
Face coverings are so impersonal. 

Some of us from across the team have been meeting on Zoom to discuss and explore how we can encourage people in 
their faith. Feeling connected is very important to us all. The online services have helped immensely to keep people 
connected with their faith and the churches. Some who don’t have access to the online services have said how much 
they appreciate these newsletters and pewsheets. It’s good to know that. 

A suggestion from our group is to have a Coffee time on Sundays on Zoom so that we can all see each other without 
face coverings and enjoy those smiles! So this week on Sunday the 31st January at 11.30am we are going to give it a go. 
To get into the Zoom meeting you need a link which we will send out by email on the Saturdays when we send out the 
online service link. All you need to do is click on the link, follow the instructions, and it will take straight to the meeting 
without having to type in the password or anything. 

What we ask though is that you do not post this link on social media. This is because it would mean anyone could get 
in and there have been reports of inappropriate behaviour by troublemakers gaining access to Zoom meetings. So 
please feel free to join us if you can. Bring your own drink, cake, biscuits, bacon butty, and it will be great to see you. 
The coffee time will run from 11.30 to 12.30 and you can join at anytime and leave at any time, you don’t have to stay 
the whole hour. We chose this time so that those who go to church at 11am will be able to join in too, as well as those 
who attend earlier services or watch the online service. 

So February next! Keep in your prayers families and children who are 
home schooling. They were hoping to get back to school after half term 
but it will be March at the earliest. Sending prayers to give them all 
patience and resilience and that they may find some positives coming out 
of this time at home. 

God bless you all and may you keep safe and well. 

Angela. 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16047/
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COLLECT for Candlemas 

Almighty and ever-living God, clothed in majesty, 
whose beloved Son was this day presented 
in the Temple, in substance of our flesh: 
grant that we may be presented to you 
with pure and clean hearts, 
by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  

FIRST READING  Malachi 3. 1–5 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way 
before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly 
come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in 
whom you delight, indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of 
hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and 
who can stand when he appears? 

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will 
sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify 
the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and 
silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in 
righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem 
will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in 
former years. Then I will draw near to you for 
judgement; I will be swift to bear witness against the 
sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who 
swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired 
workers in their wages, the widow, and the orphan, 
against those who thrust aside the alien, and do not fear 
me, says the Lord of hosts.  

PSALM 24. 7–end 

Lift up your heads, O gates; be lifted up, you everlasting 
doors; and the King of glory shall come in. ‘Who is the 
King of glory?’ ‘The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord 
who is mighty in battle.’ Lift up your heads, O gates; be 
lifted up, you everlasting doors; and the King of glory 
shall come in. ‘Who is this King of glory?’ ‘The Lord of 
hosts, he is the King of glory.’ 

SECOND READING  Hebrews 2. 14–end 

Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he 
himself likewise shared the same things, so that through 
death he might destroy the one who has the power of 

death, that is, the devil, and free those who all their lives 
were held in slavery by the fear of death. For it is clear 
that he did not come to help angels, but the 
descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to become 
like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he 
might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service 
of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of 
the people. Because he himself was tested by what he 
suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested.  

GOSPEL READING  Luke 2. 22–40 

When the time came for their purification according to 
the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to 
present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the 
Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to 
the Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice according to what 
is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or 
two young pigeons.’ Now there was a man in Jerusalem 
whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and 
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and 
the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to 
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death 
before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the 
Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the 
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what 
was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his 
arms and praised God, saying, ‘Master, now you are 
dismissing your servant in peace, according to your 
word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you 
have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for 
revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people 
Israel.’ And the child’s father and mother were amazed 
at what was being said about him. 

Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, 
‘This child is destined for the falling and the rising of 
many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so 
that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed, and a 
sword will pierce your own soul too.’ There was also a 
prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 
Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her 
husband for seven years after her marriage, then as a 
widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the 
temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer 
night and day. At that moment she came, and began to 
praise God and to speak about the child to all who were 
looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. When they had 
finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they 
returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The 
child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and 
the favour of God was upon him.  

HOMILY for Candlemas by Elaine Simkin  

Candlemas, marks the end of the Christmas and 
Epiphany season. It’s also known as ‘The Presentation of 
Christ in the Temple’, but what is it all about?  

R e a d i n g s  a n d  P ra ye r s  fo r  C a n d l e m a s  
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Officially Candlemas is half-way between Christmas and 
Good Friday – half-way between Jesus’ birth and Jesus’ 
death. So, this day is kind of a pivotal point for the year – 
the day when we turn from cradle to cross, birth to 
death. Incidentally, it is also the halfway point between 
the winter solstice and the spring equinox, signalling the 
end of the dark winter and looking forward to the lighter 
days of spring. 

This is the day that Mary and Joseph took their tiny baby 
to be presented in the temple, to Simeon, the high priest. 
Simeon had waited all his life for this to happen. He was 
promised by God, that before his own life was ended, he 
would indeed meet the Messiah. 

Holding the infant Jesus, Simeon knows his wait was over.  
God’s promise to him has been fulfilled.  Something was 
different about this tiny baby.  He looked like any other 
tiny baby.  He had ordinary parents.  But something was 
different, and Simeon recognised that. 

He praises God and turns to Mary saying, 

“This child is destined for the falling and the rising of 
many, and to be a sign that will be opposed to, that the 
inner thoughts of many will be revealed – and a sword 
will pierce your own soul too.” 

Candlemas is also the day on which candles are blessed, 
marking a sign that Jesus is the light of the world.  We all 
need this sign to get us through this pandemic and the 
darkness that may still lie ahead of us. So, light your 
candles today. 

Old wisdom tells us that the weather on Candlemas 
predicts the season to come.  Today is the day when 
hopefully we can feel the end of winter and can start to 
anticipate the beginning of spring.  So, on this pivotal day, 
we turn not simply from cradle to the cross but looking 
forward from cradle through the cross to the empty 
tomb.  Albeit dimly through the darkness still to come, 
hopefully we can see the glory of Easter and our risen 
Lord.  Following Jesus is not just about Christmas or Good 

Friday. Following Jesus is also about Easter, the hope and 
freedom that the resurrection brings to us all. 

I wonder how Simeon felt when he woke up the day 
after. I imagine he lit a candle, in the quiet of that winter 
morning, and prayed that the light of the world would 
break through the darkness and reveal to us all God’s 
promises.  

Let that be our prayer, as we journey through the seasons 
of the year and of our lives. Let the light of God be always 
present.  Even in our darkest moments, God is with us.  

I love the poem ‘Footsteps in the sand’. It reassures us 
that God is with us, always. 

One night I dreamed a dream. 
As I was walking along the beach with my Lord. 
Across the dark sky flashed scenes from my life. 
For each scene, I noticed two sets of footprints in the 
sand, One belonging to me and one to my Lord. 

After the last scene of my life flashed before me, 
I looked back at the footprints in the sand. 
I noticed that at many times along the path of my life, 
especially at the very lowest and saddest times, 
there was only one set of footprints. 

This really troubled me, so I asked the Lord about it. 
"Lord, you said once I decided to follow you, 
You'd walk with me all the way. 
But I noticed that during the saddest and most 
troublesome times of my life, 
there was only one set of footprints. 

I don't understand why, when I needed You the most,  
You would leave me." He whispered, 
"My precious child, I love you and will never leave you 
Never, ever, during your trials and tribulations. 
When you saw only one set of footprints, 
It was then that I carried you." 

Amen. 

 

P R A Y E R S   

Please pray …..For those who are sick: 

Betty Mather, Jean-Louis, Beryl Taberner, 
Elaine Batty, Val Yarwood and family, 

Kevin Fallon, Alice Wilkinson, Jack Fairhurst,  
Staff and residents of Knightswood Rest Home. 

For those who have died. 

Michael Crompton 

And for those whose anniversaries 
occur at this time. 

Patricia Fairhurst 

Let us know ? If anyone is aware of someone currently 
sick or in hospital, wishing to be included on the Prayer 
List, please notify the Vicar, or the Churchwardens.  

Eco Church 
2021 will also offer more challenges as it is the year 
in which St Katharine’s will look to reduce its carbon 
footprint with a view to becoming carbon neutral by 
2030.  

Our church is Grade 2 listed and we are restricted in 
the changes that can be made but, it has a large roof 
space which could accommodate solar panels and a 
tower which must be one of the windiest places in 
Lancashire and Greater Manchester for harnessing 
wind power. 

If you, or anyone you know, would be able to help us 
work our way through these issues we would love to 
hear from you. Telephone 01942 731164. 
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SHOPPING? 
 

Raise FREE donations for St Katharine’s 
when you Shop on-line. 

 

Find us at Easyfundraising.org.uk 
 

And now you can also make a direct donation 
to St Katharine’s through Easyfundraising. 

 

Just click on the Donate button. 
 
 

BOLTON HUMANITARIAN AID 
Thank you for your support 

Your help is still needed. You can take your donations 
to the Vicarage and leave them in the porch while the 
church is closed. Thank you to Peter for delivering to 
Urban Outreach on our behalf. 

Every single donated item makes a difference!  

Items needed: tinned meat, veg, chopped tomatoes, 
fruit, 500g boxes of breakfast cereal, Cordial, Long life 
milk, Custard powder, 1kg bags of rice, Pasta (500g), 
Baked beans, Tinned soup, Jars of pasta sauce, 
Tinned pulses, Tinned vegetables (sweetcorn, peas, 
carrots and potatoes), Biscuits, Cereal bars, Tinned 
fish, Tea, jars of baby food (different ages), 
Incontinence pads, Male toiletries, Nappies, Wipes.  

Or you could make a financial donation to Urban 
Outreach. You can do this via their website: 

https://www.urbanoutreach.co.uk/ 

Please send in items of news to put on the pewsheet so that we can all keep in touch with what’s going on.  
Email to: Deborah.howard2@googlemail.co.uk  

P C C  N E W S  

The next meeting of the PCC will be held on Monday 

1st February at 10.30am by Zoom.   

Please forward items of Any Other Business to the 

Chair, Revd Angela, or Secretary, Mary Pryle, at least 

24 hours before the meeting.  Thank you. 

National Census Information 

Households across Bolton are being asked to get ready 
to take part in the Office for National Statistics (ONS) 
census which takes place on Sunday, 21 March. 

Whilst the census provides great benefits to all our 
communities it is also a legal requirement for people 
to complete and return the questionnaires, and Bolton 
Council are supporting the ONS to encourage people 
to respond to maximise census returns. 

The census is a once in every ten years survey when 
everyone is asked the same questions on the same day 
to provide a snapshot of the population, and it’s the 
only time every person and every household are 
counted right across England and Wales. 

The 2021 census will be the first to be run 
predominantly online, with households receiving a 
letter with a unique access code, allowing them to 
complete the questionnaire on computers, phones or 
tablets. Paper postal questionnaires will be sent to 
some households and are available on request.  

The questionnaires are to be completed based on your 
circumstances on census day, Sunday March 21 and 
households across the borough will receive letters with 
online codes allowing them to take part from early 
March.  

For more information, visit census.gov.uk  

The Parish Magazine 

The February issue is now available. Whilst St 
Katharine’s is closed you can pick up a copy from Spar 
or Blackrod Motors shops. 

If you would like to add your name to the list of 
subscribers and have a copy delivered to your door, 
please ring 01204 697338. 
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 Co lour- in…Church mice Spr ing c leaning?  

 Puzz le…….Wordsearch for  Candlemas  

In New Testament times 40 days old was an important age for a baby boy: 
it was when they made their first ‘public appearance’.  Mary, like all good 
Jewish mothers, went to the Temple with Jesus, her first male child - to 
‘present him to the Lord’.  At the same time, she, as a new mother, was 
‘purified’.  

Thus we have the Festival of the Presentation of Christ in the Temple, 40 
days after Christmas.  Jesus is described in the Bible as the Light of the 
World, and so early Christians developed the tradition of lighting many 
candles in celebration of this day.  

The Church also fell into the custom of blessing the 
year’s supply of candles for the church on this day - 
hence the name, Candlemas.  The story can be 
found in Luke 2: 22-40.  Simeon’s great declaration 
of faith and recognition of who Jesus was is found in 
the Nunc Dimittis, which is embedded in the Office 
of Evening Prayer in the West.   

Forty 
Days 
Baby 
Boy 
Public 
Appearance 
Mary 
Jewish 
Mothers 
Temple 
Jesus 
Purified 
Present 

Lord 
Festival 
Presentation 
Light 
World 
Candlemas 
Simeon 
Nunc 
Dimittis 
Office 
Evening 
Prayer 
West 


