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Church Closure
Due to the current
restrictions there will be no
service at St Katharine’s on
Sunday 3rd January, or
Tuesday 5th January.
The online services are
available as usual…..
You can find all the
Sunday Services, sheets and
newsletters on the website at:
https://stkatharine.net/news
And the recorded services at:
https://www.youtube.com/
channel/
UCDx266HLh9ShYeBJnON8ODg

CONTACTS
VICAR

The Revd Angela Wynne, The Vicarage, Blackhorse Street, Blackrod, BL6 5EN
Tel: 01204 468150 Email: Revawynne@gmail.com
Churchwardens
Valerie Marron 01204 456619 and
Janet Hollick 01942 731164
Websites
www.stkatharine.net and Www.westhoughtonchurches.org.uk
Facebook:
St Katharine’s Church, Blackrod Email: stkatharineschurch@btconnect.com
Team Rector:
Revd Carol Pharaoh Tel: 01942 859251 Email: carol.pharaoh@gmail.com
A Church Near You https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16047/
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Dear Friends,
Give thanks to the Lord for He is good. His love
endures forever. Psalm 118 v1
I hope you all had a peaceful and joyful Christmas
even if somewhat muted because of the need to
keep safe.
I must admit I enjoyed the rest after a busy Advent. It was lovely to be
in Church at St Katharine’s for the Midnight Communion with some of
the choir socially distanced, and then at St James on Christmas Day
where there was a lovely peaceful atmosphere and a sense of joy that
Christmas is here and we’re going to enjoy it!
So we move on and I write this on New Year’s Eve, the threshold of
hope. This time last year we had no idea what challenges lay in store
for us this year. My father died in February and sad though I am to
lose him I am very thankful that he didn’t have Covid to deal with nor I
the distress of not being able to see him for months and months.
Every time I hear of someone not being able to visit a care home or
visit a sick relative in hospital my heart goes out to them.
Covid has a lot to answer for; the distress of loved ones succumbing to
it and dying before their time, remote from their families; the loss of
jobs and businesses; the loss of education and opportunities for our
young people; other health concerns not being dealt with properly;
and mental health issues severe in some cases but which to some
extent we’ve all had to face being isolated from our families and
friends so much.
However, we must remind ourselves that good things have been a
consequence of Covid; the coming together of communities to help
the vulnerable; the appreciation of NHS and other key workers
who’ve kept us going; the appreciation of local shops and businesses;
the enjoyment of nature and our daily walks, discovering local hidden
gems; keeping in touch with the telephone, social media and online
services being a lifeline for many and not forgetting the international
cooperation to develop a vaccine.
We can thank God for all the ways His love has been shared during
the pandemic and for glimpse of how things should be in His kingdom.
We can always find something to thank God for. Even in the most
difficult times, His light shines in the darkness.
As 2021 dawns, He brings us new hope. The vaccine rollout continues
and with the Oxford vaccine having just received approval, we are
blessed to have the reassurance that there is enough for all of us. I am
eager to get back to church fully and move things forward. Lockdown
has allowed time for contemplating what we are doing and how we
can do things better.
We also look forward to welcoming Malcolm to St James and the
team. He will be licensed on the 7th January so please remember him
and his family in your prayers as he begins his new ministry among us.
Malcolm is a God send and we are so very blessed to have him. It’s a
wonderful start to the New Year.
On that joyful note I will wish you all a very Happy New Year!
God bless and keep safe.
Angela.
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Church closed
After discussion with the churchwardens,
we have with heavy hearts decided to
suspend in-person services while we are
in Tier 4.
Tier 4 allows worship to take place in
church and although we have our
cleaning routine in place and are happy
with our Covid safety measures,
suspending the services, and also private
prayer, would seem the sensible thing to
do given the current situation.
We feel it is important to do as much as
we can to reduce any risk to you and the
wider community. In addition, we are
conscious that almost everyone on our
stewards rota is over sixty and we want
to protect them too.
We are fortunate to have our online
service to keep us all in contact and to
enable us to worship together remotely.
The link for this week's is below.
https://youtu.be/xKezty4RFuQ
I'm sure you will support us in our
decision but if you have any questions
please don't hesitate to get in touch.
Safety is paramount and being so close
to vaccine rollout in our community we
need to concentrate our efforts in
keeping everyone safe.

Rea d in g s a n d Pra ye rs fo r Ep ip h a ny
apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the
Gentiles have become fellow-heirs, members of the
same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus
through the gospel. Of this gospel I have become a
servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was
given to me by the working of his power. Although I
am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given
to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the
boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see
what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God
who created all things; so that through the church the
wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made
known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly
places. This was in accordance with the eternal
purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord

COLLECT FOR EPIPHANY
Creator of the heavens, who led the Magi by a star
to worship the Christ-child: guide and sustain us,
that we may find our journey’s end
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
FIRST READING Isaiah 60. 1-6
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of
the Lord has risen upon you. For darkness shall cover
the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord
will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you.

in whom we have access to God in boldness and
confidence through faith in him.
GOSPEL READING Matthew 2. 1-12

Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the
brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look
around; they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away, and your
daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. Then
you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and
rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be
brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to
you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young
camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall
come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall
proclaim the praise of the Lord.

The Visit of the Wise Men
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been
born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its
rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ When King
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem
with him; and calling together all the chief priests and
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem
of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no
means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you
shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people
Israel.” ’

PSALM 72. 10-15

The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute;
the kings of Sheba and Seba shall bring gifts. All kings
shall fall down before him; all nations shall do him
service. For he shall deliver the poor that cry out, the
needy and those who have no helper. He shall have
pity on the weak and poor; he shall preserve the lives
of the needy. He shall redeem their lives from
oppression and violence, and dear shall their blood be
in his sight. Long may he live; unto him may be given
gold from Sheba; may prayer be made for him
continually and may they bless him all the day long.

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and
learned from them the exact time when the star had
appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying,
‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you
have found him, bring me word so that I may also go
and pay him homage.’ When they had heard the king,
they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star
that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over
the place where the child was. When they saw that the
star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his
mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage.
Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for
their own country by another road.

SECOND READING Ephesians 3. 1-12
Paul’s Ministry to the Gentiles
This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ
Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles, for surely you have
already heard of the commission of God’s grace that
was given to me for you, and how the mystery was
made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a
few words, a reading of which will enable you to
perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. In
former generations this mystery was not made known
to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy

HOMILY BY Alan Morris
Where is the child .....................?
“Lord, our master, go with us while we travel to the
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heavenly country; that following the star, we may not
wander in the darkness of this world’s night, while
thou who art our Way, and Truth and Life dost shine
within us to our journey’s end; for thy mercy’s sake.”
Amen. (From a Mozarabic prayer)

Bank Holiday Weekend!
Our guide told us of the ingenuity of the inhabitants of
Rio in building townships on the mount, carefully
omitting references to crime, drugs and the poverty of
the favelas. Eventually reaching the summit and posing
for the obligatory photo shoot, the mist descended
and the whole of the 30-metre-high statue
disappeared and only for a fleeting second was a vague
outline visible. The words of a hymn came to mind
“what if thy form we cannot see, we know and feel
that thou art near.”

Johnny Nash once sang “there are more Questions
than Answers”. A statement that is so true of the world
situation today and just as true when we consider the
Epiphany and the journey of the Magi to Bethlehem
those many years ago. For instance, were they Magi,
wise men, kings or seers? Where were they from? How
long did they travel?

This Christmas and most of 2020 has been beset with
worry, distress and indecision. The frequency of the
changes to what we can and what we cannot do, with
good reason, has left many confused and bewildered.
Absent from the deliberations seems to be the reality
of how and why we celebrate Christmas. It seems a
mist has descended and the Christ has on occasion
been taken out of Christmas. Yet still the love of God
comes down and in the form of the Babe of Bethlehem
reminds us of his love for his creation.

Did they travel alone? Most unlikely with their
precious gifts through countries then as now subject to
war and uprising. We assume because of the three
gifts mentioned that there were three. And depending
on which translation we read did they arrive at a
stable, a cave or the house? Why is it only Matthew
who tells us of the visit of the Magi? We can leave all
this to the theologians, although I read recently “the
reason God tolerates historians (and maybe
theologians) is because they can do what He cannot:
alter the past”.

The figure of Christ the Redeemer still stands on
Corcovado with arms outstretched extending a
blessing to all who care to seek, a blessing over a
magnificent city and over all the world and also the
poverty, the violence, the desperation, the wars, the
sicknesses, but above all the hope, light and life within
that world. As I write I have beside me a photograph of
the statue with an anonymous but well-known
quotation; “I asked Jesus, ‘How much do you love me?’
And Jesus said ‘This much.’ Then He stretched out His
arms and died.” That is a true Epiphany. AMEN

Matthew was a Jew writing in the Jewish style aimed at
Jewish converts and in so doing links this event to the
prophesies of Isaiah with which they would be familiar.
Incidentally if Herod had been more au fait with his
scriptures, he would have had no need to have
enquired of his advisers where the Messiah was to be
born. But as we know he had ulterior motives.
Mathew, however, makes one astounding claim that
may have come as a surprise to his readers and that
was that God sent his Son to earth not just for the
Jewish race but for the whole world. That is what we
celebrate at Epiphany “A light to lighten the Gentiles”.

O, God, who by a star didst guide the wise men to the
worship of thy Son: Lead, we pray, the wise and the
great in every land, that unto thee every knee may
bow, and every thought be brought into captivity;
through Jesus Christ our Lord” Amen.

In thinking about the Epiphany my thoughts kept
returning to an ambition to be fulfilled several years
ago when we decided to fly to Brazil to join a ship due
to travel up the coast then across the Atlantic to Lisbon
for a refit. On the wish list was a visit to see the
famous statue of Christ the Redeemer (Cristo
Redentor) on the summit of Mount Corcovado. To
start with the journey was arduous just managing to
leave Manchester Airport as heavy snow approached
then leaving Zurich on the last flight before the airport
was closed due to thick snow. We were lucky as other
travellers took almost 2 days to reach San Paulo.

(Prayer of the Church of South India)

PRAYERS
Please pray …..For those who are sick:
Betty Mather, Jean-Louis, Beryl Taberner, Elaine Batty,
Val Yarwood and family, Kevin Fallon,
Alice Wilkinson, Jack Fairhurst,
Staff and residents of Knightswood Rest Home.
For those who have died.
David Boyne

This inauspicious start seemed to be a rather ominous
portent of things to come for as we sailed into Rio de
Janeiro with faces glued to the porthole, we realised
we were on the wrong side of the ship. A photo
opportunity lost. Nevertheless, we boarded the tour
coach and drove alongside the famous Copacabana
Beach: - it rained, looking more like Blackpool on a wet

And for those whose anniversaries occur at this time.
Let us know ? If anyone is aware of someone currently sick
or in hospital, wishing to be included on the Prayer List,
please notify the Vicar, or Churchwardens.
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Welcome to Revd Malcolm
Our new SSM Minister, Malcolm, will be licensed on
Thursday 7th January 2021 at St James' Daisy Hill.
Attendance at the service is by invitation only. Please pray
for Malcolm as he begins his ministry with us.
Malcolm will be known as Associate Priest in the Team.
His main focus of ministry will be at St James' Daisy Hill.
We are holding a Team zoom 'Meet and greet Malcolm'
session on Sunday 17th January at 4 pm at which
Malcolm will be interviewed by Matt Dunne.
If people would like the link for the zoom, please ask them
to contact Matt on 07773 883691 or email
mattdunne92@yahoo.com
Matt also asks people to forward any questions to him for
Malcolm.

SHOPPING?
Raise FREE donations for St Katharine’s
when you Shop on-line.
Find us at Easyfundraising.org.uk
And now you can also make a direct
donation
to St Katharine’s through Easyfundraising.
Just click on the Donate button.

Eco Church
2021 will also offer more challenges as it is the year in
which St Katharine’s will look to reduce its carbon footprint with a view to becoming carbon neutral by 2030.
Our church is Grade 2 listed and we are restricted in the
changes that can be made but, it has a large roof space
which could accommodate solar panels and a tower which
must be one of the windiest places in Lancashire and
Greater Manchester for harnessing wind power.
If you, or anyone you know, would be able to help us
work our way through these issues we would love to hear
from you. Telephone 01942 731164

THE PARISH MAGAZINE JANUARY 2021
The January issue of The Parish Magazine is now
available. Please get in touch if you would like to have a
copy delivered to your door. You can also pick up one up
from church in the entrance hall magazine rack, or from
local shops…. Blackrod Motor Spares, and SPAR. If you
would like to contribute to the February issue with an
article or item of interest please get in touch.

CONGRATULATIONS!

BOLTON HUMANITARIAN AID
FOOD COLLECTIONS

Congratulations to Dave and Christine Bagley on
their award of the MBE in the New year’s Honours
list. Dave and Christine set up Urban Outreach 30
years ago from their attic.

Your help is still needed. You can now bring your
donations with you when you come to a Service.
Place your donations in the Grub Tub in the porch at St
Katharine’s. You do not need to go in to church unless
you are attending a service. Every single donated item
makes a difference!
Or you might find it easier to make a financial donation
to Urban Outreach. You can do this via their website:

This year saw the charity help over 16,000 people,
including 6,000 children who were fed over the
summer holidays who would otherwise have had
free school meals. During ‘Christmas Dinner on
Jesus’ over 1500 hampers were sent out to families
and the Winterwatch scheme saw volunteers
prepare over 2,200 meals for the homeless.

https://www.urbanoutreach.co.uk/

Please send in items of news to put on the pewsheet so that we can all keep in touch with what ’s going on.
Email to: marypryle@yahoo.co.uk
5

Puzzled……...Wordsearch for January
The Christmas story carries on into the New Year, with Epiphany and the arrival of the Wise Men, led by
the Star in the East. Through the eyes of faith, they saw Messiah in that small baby, and worshipped him,
giving gifts that foresaw his life and work. New Year is also a time of new beginnings for us – resolutions
about diets and paying the bills and doing better at work... Happy New Year!
Epiphany
Wise
Men
Camels
Baby
Jesus
Star
Herod
Worship
Gold
Frankincense
Myrrh
New
Resolutions
Bills
Work
Study
Running
Gym

Colour-in….Church mice sharing a scarf
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