St Katharine, Blackrod Newsletter
Sunday 27th December 2020
F I R S T S U N D AY O F C H R I S T M A S
St John, Apostle and Evangelist

SUNDAY SERVICES ON-LINE
You can find all the Sunday Services,
sheets and newsletters
on the website at:
https://stkatharine.net/
And the recorded services at:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCDx266HLh9ShYeBJnON8ODg

NEXT SUNDAY
Epiphany
3rd January 2021
Church open for Public Worship
Sunday Service at 11am
Tuesdays at 9.30am
Holy Communion
Please ring Valerie on 01204 456619
after 4pm on Tuesdays
To book a place at either service
Tuesdays
Open Church 10am to 11am
For private prayer

CONTACTS
VICAR

The Revd Angela Wynne, The Vicarage, Blackhorse Street, Blackrod, BL6 5EN
Tel: 01204 468150 Email: Revawynne@gmail.com
Churchwardens
Valerie Marron 01204 456619 and
Janet Hollick 01942 731164
Websites
www.stkatharine.net and Www.westhoughtonchurches.org.uk
Facebook:
St Katharine’s Church, Blackrod Email: stkatharineschurch@btconnect.com
Team Rector:
Revd Carol Pharaoh Tel: 01942 859251 Email: carol.pharaoh@gmail.com
A Church Near You https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16047/
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Rea d in g s a n d Pra ye rs fo r Ch r istma s 1/ St Jo h n th e Ap o st le
COLLECT for St John, Apostle and Evangelist

another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us
from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our
sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that
we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word
is not in us.

Merciful Lord,
cast your bright beams of light upon the Church:
that, being enlightened by the teaching
of your blessed apostle and evangelist Saint John,
we may so walk in the light of your truth
that we may at last attain to the light of everlasting
life;
through Jesus Christ your incarnate Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

GOSPEL READING John 21. 19b-end
He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he
would glorify God. After this he said to him, ‘Follow
me.’ Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus
loved following them; he was the one who had
reclined next to Jesus at the supper and had said,
‘Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?’ When
Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, ‘Lord, what about
him?’ Jesus said to him, ‘If it is my will that he remain
until I come, what is that to you? Follow me!’ So the
rumour spread in the community that this disciple
would not die. Yet Jesus did not say to him that he
would not die, but, ‘If it is my will that he remain until I
come, what is that to you?’ This is the disciple who is
testifying to these things and has written them, and we
know that his testimony is true. But there are also
many other things that Jesus did; if every one of them
were written down, I suppose that the world itself
could not contain the books that would be written.

FIRST READING Exodus 33. 7-11a
Now Moses used to take the tent and pitch it outside
the camp, far off from the camp; he called it the tent of
meeting. And everyone who sought the Lord would go
out to the tent of meeting, which was outside the
camp. Whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the
people would rise and stand, each of them, at the
entrance of their tents and watch Moses until he had
gone into the tent. When Moses entered the tent, the
pillar of cloud would descend and stand at the
entrance of the tent, and the Lord would speak with
Moses. When all the people saw the pillar of cloud
standing at the entrance of the tent, all the people
would rise and bow down, all of them, at the entrance
of their tents. Thus the Lord used to speak to Moses
face to face, as one speaks to a friend. Then he would
return to the camp; but his young assistant, Joshua son
of Nun, would not leave the tent.

HOMILY BY Elaine Simkin
Heavenly Father, we bow in your presence. May your
word be our rule, your spirit our teacher, and your
greater glory our supreme concern. Amen.

PSALM 117

Well at last, after the weeks of waiting our saviour has
been born. We are now in the 1st week of Christmas,
but what does that mean, how does it affect us, what
do we expect now? The angels appeared to the
Shepherds to tell them of the good news communication in those days was a little different than
it is today.

O praise the Lord, all you nations; praise him, all you
peoples. For great is his steadfast love towards us, and
the faithfulness of the Lord endures for ever. Alleluia.
SECOND READING 1 John. 1
We declare to you what was from the beginning, what
we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes,
what we have looked at and touched with our hands,
concerning the word of life, this life was revealed, and
we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the
eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed
to us, we declare to you what we have seen and heard
so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly
our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus
Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may
be complete.

We live in the most advanced age the world has ever
known: an age of information, technological
advancement. In an age like this, one would assume
people are more educated, socially advanced, and
generally much happier than ever before.
But this doesn’t seem to have been happening. The
current pandemic that is affecting the whole world has
been a real eye opener. It has brought the world to its
knees. You would think people may have become
smarter and more caring, and yet many of us, me
included, long for the simplicity of years go by when
life was much simpler, no technology no mobile
phones. Many, many, people today in this age of
everything should expect to be blissfully happy but
sadly many remain isolated and disillusioned.

This is the message we have heard from him and
proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is no
darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with
him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do
not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he
himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one
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Hundreds of pounds, no, millions of pounds, have been
spent on medicine, therapy, education, and recreation,
all in an attempt, to find some measure of inner peace.
Most of us live in an environment with everything at
our fingertips, but with no real satisfaction or
contentment. There seems to be a restlessness, an
uncontrollable urge to find or seek what is missing in
our lives.

The gift this Christmas isn't just the gift of a baby to
Mary and Joseph, nor just about the shepherds and
the wise men. It is not just a story about Mary being
entrusted by God with the awesome responsibility of
caring for his son. The Christmas story is about how
God so loved, and loves us, that he asks us to be
partners in loving his world.
God asks us, like Mary, to care, to hear, and
understand the cries of people in need. We are all
called to listen and learn, to understand the unspoken
cries of all who need to be cared for: children, older
people, people who are sick, the poor and the needy
and, of course, each other. We are called to respond in
love, however we communicate that.

The problem is, most of us are trying to buy and satisfy
our hearts through physical means. We often think
that if we get that ‘must have thing’ it will make us
happier. If we buy it that it will bring us joy. Well, it
may do for a little while, but it will not bring
everlasting joy, peace, and good health.
Over 2000 years ago, Mary and Joseph accepted the
responsibility of being earthly parents to a baby sent
from God. They cared for him as we care for our own
babies, providing shelter, safety, food, education, and
above all LOVE. They found new life in their
relationship with God. The good news spread via word
of mouth, to angels, shepherds and wise men.

“The Word became flesh and lives among us.”
So, you see the story is the same, as it was over 2000
years ago. The expectation and greed is more now, the
way we communicate is totally different now, but
underneath the message of Christmas is the same.
Presents remind us that God gave us the greatest gift
of all, and the ribbons bind us all together in his love,
reflecting in his glory.

“The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God
for all they had heard.”

The Christmas story is not a story to believe in, but a
story to be lived out day after day, a story about love,
for one another, however, we communicate that.

Christmas is a story about all of us receiving, that,
which we most want and need. NO, I am not talking
about an ‘I-Phone, or a Designer Handbag or an X-Box
but LOVE - deep, strong, unconditional love from God.

So, have a peaceful, loving, and wonderful Christmas
time. Amen.

Prayer for the Community

PRAYERS
Please pray …..For those who are sick:
Betty Mather, Jean-Louis, Beryl Taberner, Elaine Batty,
Val Yarwood and family, Kevin Fallon,
Alice Wilkinson, Jack Fairhurst,
Staff and residents of Knightswood Rest Home.
For those who have died.
Joe Austin

We are not people of fear:
we are people of courage.
We are not people who protect our own safety:
we are people who protect our neighbours’ safety.
We are not people of greed:
we are people of generosity.
We are your people, God,
giving and loving, wherever we are,
whatever it costs, for as long as it takes
wherever you call us.

David Boyne
And for those whose anniversaries occur at this time.

From Church of England website, 2020.
Let us know ? If anyone is aware of someone currently sick
or in hospital, wishing to be included on the Prayer List,
please notify the Vicar, or Churchwardens.
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CHRISTINGLE - CHRISTMAS EVE 2020
In line with Government advice, we sadly
had to change our plans for Christmas Eve
afternoon. Instead, the Christingle bags
were put together and made available for
collection from church to make at home.
The bags also contained 'Margaret's
biscuits' - one for each child and one to
leave out for Father Christmas.
Thank you to everyone who helped to put
the bags together. Christingle is an annual
scheme organised by The Children’s
Society - if you would like more
information have a look at their website:
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/
We hope you all enjoyed making the
Christingles at home. Here are some of
the results…….
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THE PARISH MAGAZINE JANUARY 2021
The January issue of The Parish Magazine is now
available. Please get in touch if you would like to
add your name to the list and we will arrange for a
copy to your door. You can also pick up a copy from
church in the entrance hall magazine rack, or from
local shops…. Blackrod Motor Spares, and SPAR. If
you would like to contribute to the February issue
with an article or item of interest please get in
touch.

Comfort and Joy is the Church of England theme for
this Christmas. You can sign up online to follow the daily
reflections and listen to the Nine Lessons and Carols
through to 2nd January. There are also suggestions for
activities for children and families. Find out more, see the
online services, and download the free app at:
Www.churchofengland.org/ComfortAndJoy

Love Shone Down
One to watch - Blackrod Community Choir sing
“Love Shone Down”. A great video on Facebook follow this link:
https://www.facebook.com/bsaccchoir/
videos/701173134125412

BOLTON HUMANITARIAN AID
FOOD COLLECTIONS
Your help is still needed. You can now bring your
donations with you when you come to a Service.
Place your donations in the Grub Tub in the porch at St
Katharine’s. You do not need to go in to church unless
you are attending a service. Every single donated item
makes a difference!
Or you might find it easier to make a financial donation
to Urban Outreach. You can do this via their website:

SHOPPING?
Raise FREE donations for St Katharine’s
when you Shop on-line.
Find us at Easyfundraising.org.uk
And now you can also make a direct
donation
to St Katharine’s through Easyfundraising.
Just click on the Donate button.

https://www.urbanoutreach.co.uk/

Please send in items of news to put on the pewsheet so that we can all keep in touch with what ’s going on.
Email to: marypryle@yahoo.co.uk
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Colour-in….
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