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St Katharine, Blackrod   Newsletter 

 
Due to the current restrictions 

there are no services  
at St Katharine’s at the moment. 

 
The online services are available 

as usual….. 
 

You can find all the  
Sunday Services, sheets and newsletters on 

the website at: 
https://stkatharine.net/news 

 
And the recorded services at: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCDx266HLh9ShYeBJnON8ODg 

Sunday 24th January 2021 

Church closed 

As we are now under a third national lockdown we 
have taken the decision to suspend services until 
the situation improves.   

Although the national lockdown allows worships to 
continue, and we have our cleaning routine in 
place and are happy with our Covid safety 
measures, suspending the services, and also 
private prayer, would seem the sensible thing to 
do given the current situation. 

We feel it is important to do as much as we can to 
reduce any risk to you and the wider community. 
In addition, we are conscious that almost everyone 
on our stewards rota is over sixty and we want 
to protect them too.  

We are fortunate to have our online service to 
keep us all in contact and to enable us to worship 
together remotely.  

I'm sure you will support us in our decision but if 
you have any questions please don't hesitate to 
get in touch.  

Safety is paramount and being so close to 
vaccine rollout in our community we need to 
concentrate our efforts in keeping everyone safe. 

SUNDAY SERVICES IN THE TEAM CHURCHES 
 

St George’s - No services at present 
 

St John, Wingates, at 9.30am 
1st & 3rd Sundays - Family service at 9.30am 

(Please note change of time) 
No need to book 

 

St James, Daisy Hill, at 10am 
Booking needed - see website 

 

St Bartholomew at 11am No need to book 
 

https://stkatharine.net/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDx266HLh9ShYeBJnON8ODg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDx266HLh9ShYeBJnON8ODg
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CONTACTS 
 

VICAR   The Revd Angela Wynne, The Vicarage, Blackhorse Street, Blackrod, BL6 5EN   

  Tel: 01204 468150  Email:  Revawynne@gmail.com 

Churchwardens   Valerie Marron  01204 456619   and  Janet Hollick  01942 731164 

Websites     www.stkatharine.net  and  Www.westhoughtonchurches.org.uk 

Facebook:     St Katharine’s Church, Blackrod   Email:  stkatharineschurch@btconnect.com 

Team Rector:   Revd Carol Pharaoh Tel: 01942 859251  Email:  carol.pharaoh@gmail.com 

A Church Near You   https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16047/  

Dear Friends, 

The light at the end of the tunnel shines brighter this 
week as news comes in that our congregations and wider 
communities are having their first dose of the vaccine. 
We are so fortunate that this way out of the pandemic is 
open to us. 

I was listening to a radio programme the other day about the outbreaks of 
plague (Bubonic Plague, Black Death) over the centuries. One episode of the 
Black Death lasted 50 years before it disappeared. Can you imagine that? 
Suppose there was no vaccine and we just had to get used to living with Covid 
the way they got used to living with the Black Death? It is almost unimaginable. 
We are so blessed at our good fortune to be living in our time in this country.  

There is of course the moral question of the West and the developed world 
hogging the supplies of vaccines to the detriment of the developing world who 
can’t afford to purchase advance supplies and are at the back of the queue. My 
goodness the words of Jesus come back to me,  

“From everyone to whom much has been given, much will be required; and 
from one to whom much has been entrusted, even more will be 
demanded.” (Luke 12.48)  

We have been blessed with so much that we must do our best to help those 
who have so little. Let pray that somehow the imbalance will be addressed. We 
can’t turn our backs on fellow human beings in need. I’m full of admiration for 
people like Bill and Melinda Gates who fund so much charitable work in the 
developing countries particularly in funding vaccine programmes; the singer 
Dolly Parton, donated $1m to help develop the Moderna Vaccine in the US. 

I know these people are rich anyway but they don’t have to give their money 
away. So let’s thank God for their generosity and pray that more of the world’s 
rich will do likewise and that we will also be generous in our giving. 

More signs that Spring is on the way this week; no not the snow and Storm 
Christoph! Standing at the kitchen sink I was amused by the antics of courting 
blackbirds. The male blackbird running after the female who manged to keep a 
few steps ahead. When he thought he had caught up, off she went with him in 
pursuit in true Benny Hill style! 

So count your blessings this week and remember each day is one day nearer to 
coming out of the pandemic. 

Continue to keep safe and God bless you and your loved ones. 

Angela. 

WEEK OF PRAYER 

FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 

18th to 25th January 

PCC NEWS 

The next meeting of the PCC will 

be held on Monday 1st February. 

Please forward items of Any Other 

Business to the Chair, Revd 

Angela, or Secretary, Mary Pryle, 

at least 24 hours before the 

meeting.  Thank you. 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16047/
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COLLECT for 3rd Sunday of Epiphany 

Almighty God, 
whose Son revealed in signs and miracles 
the wonder of your saving presence: 
renew your people with your heavenly grace, 
and in all our weakness sustain us by your mighty power; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

FIRST READING  Genesis 14. 17–20 

After his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and 
the kings who were with him, the king of Sodom went 
out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the 
King’s Valley). And King Melchizedek of Salem brought 
out bread and wine; he was priest of God Most High. He 
blessed him and said, ‘Blessed be Abram by God Most 
High, maker of heaven and earth; and blessed be God 
Most High, who has delivered your enemies into your 
hand!’ And Abram gave him one-tenth of everything.  

PSALM 128 

Blessed are all those who fear the Lord, and walk in his 
ways. You shall eat the fruit of the toil of your hands; it 
shall go well with you, and happy shall you be. Your wife 
within your house shall be like a fruitful vine; your 
children round your table, like fresh olive branches. Thus 
shall the one be blest who fears the Lord. The Lord from 
out of Zion bless you, that you may see Jerusalem in 
prosperity all the days of your life.  May you see your 
children’s children, and may there be peace upon Israel. 

SECOND READING  Revelation 19. 6–10 

Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great 
multitude, like the sound of many waters and like the 
sound of mighty thunder-peals, crying out, ‘Hallelujah! 
For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice 
and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the 
Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready; to 
her it has been granted to be clothed with fine linen, 
bright and pure’, for the fine linen is the righteous deeds 
of the saints. And the angel said to me, ‘Write this: 
Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage 
supper of the Lamb.’ And he said to me, ‘These are true 
words of God.’ Then I fell down at his feet to worship 
him, but he said to me, ‘You must not do that! I am a 
fellow-servant with you and your comrades who hold 
the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony 
of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.’  

GOSPEL READING  John 2. 1–11 

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, 
and the mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and his 

disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When 
the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, 
‘They have no wine.’ And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, 
what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not 
yet come.’ His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever 
he tells you.’ Now standing there were six stone water-
jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding 
twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the jars 
with water.’ And they filled them up to the brim. He said 
to them, ‘Now draw some out, and take it to the chief 
steward.’ So they took it. When the steward tasted the 
water that had become wine, and did not know where it 
came from (though the servants who had drawn the 
water knew), the steward called the bridegroom and 
said to him, ‘Everyone serves the good wine first, and 
then the inferior wine after the guests have become 
drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.’ 
Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, 
and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him. 

HOMILY by Christine Radford 

Have you ever been responsible for catering an event?  
Did you know how many people were going to turn up?  
If you do, it’s comparatively straightforward to work out 
how much food and drink you will need, but when it’s an 
open invitation, or when you get unexpected partners or 
hangers-on turning up, catering becomes more of an 
issue.      

It can be embarrassing when you put on a big ‘do’ for a 
wedding or a baptism or a birthday.  You want everyone 
to have a good time, to have enough to eat and drink.  
You want to be generous and hospitable, but then again, 
you don’t want to waste food or money by overdoing 
things either and having to throw good stuff out. Getting 
it just right is not easy, because you can’t just conjure up 
extra supplies out of nowhere. Not as a rule that is. Not 
unless you have Jesus at your party. 

We know this story so well. Jesus, his disciples and his 
mother were all invited to a wedding. In those days, a 
wedding party would go on for several days and would 
involve the whole village – everyone knew everyone 
else, and most of them were related in some way. The 
rules of hospitality meant that they all had to be made 
welcome and to be well fed and watered (well, water is 
not usually the drink of choice at a wedding, then or 
now). It was a matter of pride and if the supplies ran out, 
there would be a serious loss of face – the hosts would 
never live it down.  And you couldn’t just nip round to 
the local off-licence or supermarket.  When the supplies 
were gone, they were gone.  Red faces all round.  

It seems Mary, Jesus’ mother, was so concerned about 
the wine giving out that she asked Jesus to do something 
about it to help save face for the host.  What did she 
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think he could do?  She clearly thought he could do 
something.    

Jesus seemed reluctant to act at first. He had not come to 
earth to perform conjuring tricks, to save face, but to 
save the world. Mary, however, had no doubt that he 
would help. Her faith in him was absolute, and she 
instructed the servants to do exactly what he told them 
without questioning it, which they did. 

And the result? Jesus turned six huge stone jars of water 
intended for ceremonial washing into the finest wine.  
The reputation of the host was saved – and in fact, 
enhanced because this was not the usual plonk that 
people would serve once their guests had had a few and 
couldn’t tell the difference any more. This was the finest 
wine any of them had ever tasted. And what an 
enormous amount there was! About 180 gallons or 720 
litres. What does an average wine bottle hold? 75cl. 
That’s 960 bottles! Of the finest wine! What a party that 
must have been! (and possibly they had the finest 
hangover the next day!) 

Jesus responded to his mother’s plea, or prayer.  He not 
only did what she asked, he did it in a way that went 
beyond her wildest dreams. She asked for help, he 
provided much more than was needed. He provided 
lavishly, unstintingly. God has provided for us lavishly and 
unstintingly. He has placed us on a beautiful world, which 
has everything we need to sustain life. The fact that so 
many go hungry, while so many have more than they 
need, is our doing, not his. 

At this time of distress and danger to us all, it is tempting 
to think that God has turned away from us, that he is no 
longer interested in what happens to us. This could not 
be further from the truth. God is here with us, sharing 
our sufferings, feeling our distress. Because Jesus came to 
earth as a human, he completely understands our 
feelings and our fears – Jesus himself felt abandoned, in 
Gethsemane. But he held fast. He prayed. He trusted God 
to be with him, to support him, to help him to endure and 
to uphold him to the end. And God did. We must do the 
same. 

We don’t know what is going to happen, when or how 
this will all end, but we do know that we have God with 
us, sustaining us, upholding us. We do not need to panic, 
whatever happens. He is there. He knows what is to come 
and we can trust him. We too should pray, pour out our 
hopes and fears, and place them in God’s hands. And 
trust God. 

Mary did not know what Jesus could do to save the day, 
but she was sure he could, and would, do something. She 
put her trust in him, and left it up to him. We must do the 
same. We may know what we want to happen, but God 
will decide what will happen and when.  

This week I came across a quotation by Corrie Ten Boum, 
which struck me forcibly. 

Worry does not empty tomorrow of sorrows, but it 
empties today of strength. 

In other words: Leave it up to God. Trust in his unfailing 
love.  Amen. 

P R A Y E R S   

Please pray …..For those who are sick: 

Betty Mather, Jean-Louis, Beryl Taberner, 

Elaine Batty, Val Yarwood and family, 

Kevin Fallon, Alice Wilkinson, Jack Fairhurst,  

Staff and residents of Knightswood Rest Home. 
 

For those who have died. 

Anne Billington 

Michael Crompton 

 
And for those whose anniversaries 

occur at this time. 

Patricia Fairhurst 

 

Let us know ? If anyone is aware of someone 
currently sick or in hospital, wishing to be included 
on the Prayer List, please notify the Vicar, or the 
Churchwardens.  

Eco Church 
This is the year in which St Katharine’s will look to 
reduce its carbon footprint with a view to becoming 
carbon neutral by 2030.  

Our church is Grade 2 listed and we are restricted in the 
changes that can be made but, it has a large roof space 
which could accommodate solar panels, and a tower 
which must be one of the windiest places in Lancashire 
and Greater Manchester for harnessing wind power. 

If you, or anyone you know, would be able to help us 
work our way through these issues we would love to 
hear from you. Telephone Janet on 01942 731164. 
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SHOPPING? 
 

Raise FREE donations for St Katharine’s 
when you Shop on-line. 

 

Find us at Easyfundraising.org.uk 
 

And now you can also make a direct donation 
to St Katharine’s through Easyfundraising. 

 

Just click on the Donate button. 

BOLTON HUMANITARIAN AID 
Thank you for your support 

Your help is still needed. You can take your donations to the 
Vicarage and leave them in the porch while the church is 
closed. Thank you to Peter for delivering to Urban Outreach 
on our behalf. 

Every single donated item makes a difference!   

Or you could make a financial donation to Urban Outreach. 

You can do this via their website: https://
www.urbanoutreach.co.uk/ 

Please send in items of news to put on the pewsheet so that we can all keep in touch with what’s going on.  
Email to: marypryle@yahoo.co.uk  

 Co lour- in…  


