
1 

 

  

 

 

 

CONTACTS 
 

VICAR   The Revd Angela Wynne, The Vicarage, Blackhorse Street, Blackrod, BL6 5EN   

  Tel: 01204 468150  Email:  Revawynne@gmail.com 

Churchwardens   Valerie Marron  01204 456619   and  Janet Hollick  01942 731164 

Websites     www.stkatharine.net  and  Www.westhoughtonchurches.org.uk 

Facebook:     St Katharine’s Church, Blackrod   Email:  stkatharineschurch@btconnect.com 

Team Rector:   Revd Carol Pharaoh Tel: 01942 859251  Email:  carol.pharaoh@gmail.com 

A Church Near You   https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16047/  

St Katharine, Blackrod   Newsletter 

Due to the current restrictions there 
will be no services  

at St Katharine’s at the moment. 
 

The online services are available 
as usual….. 

 
You can find all the  

Sunday Services, sheets and 
newsletters on the website at: 
https://stkatharine.net/news 

 
And the recorded services at: 
https://www.youtube.com/

channel/
UCDx266HLh9ShYeBJnON8ODg 

Sunday 17th January 2021 

WEEK OF PRAYER 
FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 

 
18th to 25th January 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16047/
https://stkatharine.net/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDx266HLh9ShYeBJnON8ODg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDx266HLh9ShYeBJnON8ODg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDx266HLh9ShYeBJnON8ODg
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Dear Friends, 

Brrr! it’s been cold out there 
this week! Snow and ice last 
week, rain and biting winds this week. Are you managing to get your 
daily exercise despite the inclement weather? It’s not enticing is it? I 
wonder if it’s God’s way of keeping us all indoors and out of harms 
way!  

If you are hardy enough to venture out well wrapped up, you might 
spot the first signs of Spring emerging. The bulbs have been coming 
through and my snowdrops will soon be out. All very encouraging. I’ve 
signed up for the Big Garden birdwatch organised by the RSPB. You 
pick a time and date between 29th and 31st January and log the 
number of birds you see in a 60 minute slot in your garden. The results 
will all be analysed and they contribute to keeping track of the species 
that are declining or growing. I’m looking forward to it.  

We don’t get that many birds in our garden – could be something to 
do with the two ginger furries roaming about - but enough to count, 
although I will choose my time to optimise the results! Is that 
cheating? Here’s the link if you want to join in too: https://
www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/packrequest/ 

Activities involving nature help us to appreciate God’s creation and fill 
us with a sense of awe at the wonder and beauty of it all. We take it 
for granted most of the time but really we need to cherish it and look 
after it or else it will be gone. We are too well aware of climate change 
and the race against time to reduce our carbon footprints. Human 
beings have created the problem and we need to sort it out. 

I came across this passage from Genesis 8. 22. The Lord God said (to 
Noah after the flood) “As long as the earth endures, seedtime and 
harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, shall not 
cease.” At first glance this looks encouraging that the earth will 
prevail, however, I don’t think we should take this as a reassurance 
that God will “make everything alright” so we can carry on regardless 
with our over consumption of fossil fuels and exploitation of the earth 
bounty. 

There is a warning here – “as long as the earth endures.” How long 
can the earth endure our mistreatment? Well the climate scientists 
warn us the clock is ticking. Christians are being asked to lead the way. 
Churches are urged to consider their carbon footprints and reduce 
them to Zero by 2030. I feel this is an issue we must take seriously. 
The church needs to address the concerns of our time and climate 
change is a big one.  The church could partner with others in the 
community and become a community resource to enable greater 
understanding of the issue and model good practice. 

What do you think? St Katharine’s is looking to form an Eco Church 
group. If you are interested in joining please let me know. If we act 
together we can make a difference. 

God bless you all and I hope you manage to get plenty of fresh air. At 
least there is less pollution during lockdown!   Angela. 

Church closed at the moment 

As we are now under a third national 
lockdown we have taken the decision to 
suspend services until the situation 
improves.   

Although the national lockdown allows 
worships to continue, and we have our 
cleaning routine in place and are happy 
with our Covid safety measures, 
suspending the services, and also private 
prayer, would seem the sensible thing to 
do given the current situation. 

We feel it is important to do as much as 
we can to reduce any risk to you and the 
wider community. In addition, we are 
conscious that almost everyone on our 
stewards rota is over sixty and we want 
to protect them too.  

We are fortunate to have our online 
service to keep us all in contact and to 
enable us to worship together remotely.  

I'm sure you will support us in our decision 
but if you have any questions please don't 
hesitate to get in touch.  

Safety is paramount and being so close to 
vaccine rollout in our community we need 
to concentrate our efforts in keeping 
everyone safe. 
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COLLECT for 2nd Sunday of Epiphany 

Almighty God, in Christ you make all things 
new: 
transform the poverty of our nature 
by the riches of your grace, 
and in the renewal of our lives 
make known your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

FIRST READING  1 Samuel 3. 1–10 

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to 
the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord 
was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. At 
that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so 
that he could not see, was lying down in his room; the 
lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying 
down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God 
was. 

Then the Lord called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ and he said, 
‘Here I am!’ and ran to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you 
called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call; lie down again.’ So 
he went and lay down. The Lord called again, ‘Samuel!’ 
Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for 
you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call, my son; lie 
down again.’ Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, 
and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to 
him. The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he 
got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you 
called me.’ Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling 
the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, ‘Go, lie down; and 
if he calls you, you shall say, “Speak, Lord, for your 
servant is listening.” ’ So Samuel went and lay down in 
his place. Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as 
before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ And Samuel said, ‘Speak, for 
your servant is listening.’  

PSALM 139.  1–9 

O Lord, you have searched me out and known me; you 
know my sitting down and my rising up; you discern my 
thoughts from afar. You mark out my journeys and my 
resting place and are acquainted with all my ways. For 
there is not a word on my tongue, but you, O Lord, know 
it altogether. You encompass me behind and before and 
lay your hand upon me. Such knowledge is too 
wonderful for me, so high that I cannot attain it. Where 
can I go then from your spirit? Or where can I flee from 
your presence? If I climb up to heaven, you are there; if I 
make the grave my bed, you are there also. If I take the 
wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of 
the sea, Even there your hand shall lead me, your right 
hand hold me fast. 

SECOND READING  Revelation 5. 1–10 

Then I saw in the right hand of the one 
seated on the throne a scroll written on the 
inside and on the back, sealed with seven 
seals; and I saw a mighty angel proclaiming 
with a loud voice, ‘Who is worthy to open 
the scroll and break its seals?’ And no one 
in heaven or on earth or under the earth 
was able to open the scroll or to look into 
it. And I began to weep bitterly because no 
one was found worthy to open the scroll or 
to look into it. Then one of the elders said 
to me, ‘Do not weep. See, the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has 

conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven 
seals.’ Then I saw between the throne and the four living 
creatures and among the elders a Lamb standing as if it 
had been slaughtered, having seven horns and seven 
eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all 
the earth. 

He went and took the scroll from the right hand of the 
one who was seated on the throne. When he had taken 
the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four 
elders fell before the Lamb, each holding a harp and 
golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of 
the saints. They sing a new song: ‘You are worthy to take 
the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slaughtered 
and by your blood you ransomed for God saints from 
every tribe and language and people and nation; you 
have made them to be a kingdom and priests serving our 
God, and they will reign on earth.’  

GOSPEL READING:  John 1. 43 to end 

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found 
Philip and said to him, ‘Follow me.’ Now Philip was from 
Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found 
Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found him about 
whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, 
Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.’ Nathanael said to 
him, ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’ Philip 
said to him, ‘Come and see.’ When Jesus saw Nathanael 
coming towards him, he said of him, ‘Here is truly an 
Israelite in whom there is no deceit!’ Nathanael asked 
him, ‘Where did you come to know me?’ Jesus 
answered, ‘I saw you under the fig tree before Philip 
called you.’ Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of 
God! You are the King of Israel!’ Jesus answered, ‘Do you 
believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig 
tree? You will see greater things than these.’ And he said 
to him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened 
and the angels of God ascending and descending upon 
the Son of Man.’  

HOMILY by Revd Dr Malcolm Wearing 

I grew up in a small town called Whitehaven in West 

R e a d i n g s  a n d  P ra ye r s  fo r  E p i p h a n y  2  
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Cumbria, which was a bit faded, having relied on its 
fishing and mining industries in the past. Just up the road 
was the slightly larger town of Workington, that town 
being dominated by the steelworks. It is not uncommon 
for two towns like this in close proximity to have a bit of 
antagonism towards the other. But I believe what is 
unique to Whitehaven and Workington, is that they share 
the same insult, both claiming it as their own.  People 
from Whitehaven and Workington both call each other 
“Jam Eaters”. People from Whitehaven are sure this only 
applies to those in Workington and vice versa.  No one 
seems to know for certain where this started, and so no 
one can judge who has the proper right to use the insult, 
and so it carries on. 

What has all this got to do with today’s gospel? Well 
Nathanial seems to have a poor opinion of Nazareth, the 
kind of antagonism which could only have come if he was 
from the next town along.  

Why would John spend precious words in his Gospel 
relating this to us? Well, in that regard I think he is 
painting a bigger picture of who Jesus was.  John doesn’t 
have the stable, the manger, the shepherds or the wise 
men in his Gospel. After the wonderful prologue “In the 
beginning was the word…” it jumps straight to the 
baptism of Jesus, and so maybe this slight at Nazareth is 
his shorthand way of reinforcing the humble nature of 
Jesus’ life up to then. Nothing good can come out of 
Nazareth, in other words, Nazareth is not the type of 
place a Messiah would come from. Nazareth wasn’t 
mentioned by the prophets of old, Nazareth wasn’t an 
important town, so therefore wasn’t the kind of place 
where the King of the Jews could reside. But that is where 
the Messiah, the anointed one, grew up, so John’s 
message to his readers seems to be - you need to change 
what you think about the Messiah and his purpose on 
earth, as God’s Kingdom is not the same as human 
kingdoms.   

Later in the reading this is developed as Jesus tells Phillip 
and Nathaniel “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven 
opened and the angels of God ascending and descending 
upon the Son of Man.” This harks back to the Old 

Testament event when Jacob dreams of the angels 
ascending and descending upon a ladder to Heaven.  But 
now Jesus is saying to them, I am that ladder, I am the 
bridge between Heaven and earth. The kingdom of God is 
not what you are expecting, it is not going to overthrow 
the Roman occupation, not going to restore the throne of 
David. Rather it will make a permanent bridge between 
God and man which cannot be broken. 

I believe strongly that although Christ’s death and 
resurrection are very important to our faith, actually the 
most amazing thing about Jesus was that he came to live 
with us. If we think about what that really means, God 
loved us so much, cared for us so much, that in the 
person of Jesus, he gave up the comfort, the security and 
mutual love of heaven, to live a life of uncertainty, 
sorrow, pain and finally death. By living that life, by 
bridging the divide between God and man, Jesus showed 
us all that he is with us every step of the path we walk 
through this life. 

At my licensing service I chose a spiritual called “I want 
Jesus to walk with me”, sung by Eric Bibb, as one of the 
pieces of music.  I chose that particular song, because it 
seems to speak to me so powerfully of that journey we all 
make with God. 

“In my trials walk with me, in my troubles walk with me.  
All along my pilgrim journey, I want the Good Lord Jesus 
to walk with me” 

Every day of our lives we make choices, we face 
challenges, we encounter joy and sorrow, we face times 
of doubt and times of revelation.  Is it not wonderful that 
we can know for certain, that the God who sacrificed so 
much to live with us, knows intimately what it is to be 
human, knows what it feels like to be happy, to be sad, to 
be angry and to be in doubt? 

Because of that we can be sure that Jesus will walk with 
us, matching our step every day on that journey through 
life.  All we need to do is break though our pride, our fear, 
and our worldly preoccupations, and hold out our hands 
so he can grasp them and hold them tight. 

P R A Y E R S   

Please pray …..For those who are sick: 

Betty Mather, Jean-Louis, Beryl Taberner, Elaine Batty, Val Yarwood and family, Michael Crompton, 
Kevin Fallon, Alice Wilkinson, Jack Fairhurst,  Staff and residents of Knightswood Rest Home. 

 

For those who have died. 

Linda Gardiner, Anne Billington      
    

And for those whose anniversaries occur at this time. 
 

Let us know ? If anyone is aware of someone currently sick or in hospital, wishing to be included on the 
Prayer List, please notify the Vicar, or the Churchwardens.  
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SHOPPING? 
 

Raise FREE donations for St Katharine’s 
when you Shop on-line. 

 

Find us at Easyfundraising.org.uk 
 

And now you can also make a direct donation 
to St Katharine’s through Easyfundraising. 

 

Just click on the Donate button. 

BOLTON HUMANITARIAN AID 
Thank you for your support 

Your help is still needed. You can take your donations 
to the Vicarage and leave them in the porch while the 
church is closed. Thank you to Peter for delivering to 
Urban Outreach on our behalf. 

Every single donated item makes a difference!   

Or you could make a financial donation to Urban 

Outreach. You can do this via their website: https://
www.urbanoutreach.co.uk/ 

 

Please send in items of news to put on the pewsheet so that we can all keep in touch with what’s going on.  
Email to: marypryle@yahoo.co.uk  

Eco Church 

2021 will also offer more challenges as it is the year in 
which St Katharine’s will look to reduce its carbon 
footprint with a view to becoming carbon neutral by 
2030.  

Our church is Grade 2 listed and we are restricted in the 
changes that can be made but, it has a large roof space 
which could accommodate solar panels and a tower 
which must be one of the windiest places in Lancashire 
and Greater Manchester for harnessing wind power. 

If you, or anyone you know, would be able to help us 
work our way through these issues we would love to 
hear from you. Telephone 01942 731164. 

BLACKROD LIBRARY NEWS 

Change to opening hours from Monday 11th January: 

Monday: 10am to 4pm 

Thursday: 10am to 4pm 

Saturday: 10am to 1pm 

SUNDAY SERVICES IN THE TEAM CHURCHES 
 

St George’s - No services at present 
 

St John, Wingates, at 9.30am 
1st & 3rd Sundays - Family service at 10.30am 

No need to book 
 

St James, Daisy Hill, at 10am 
Booking needed - see website 

 

St Bartholomew at 11am No need to book 

 

Day of Prayer for Our Nation – Fri 22nd Jan 

The ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ Bolton Prayer Team are 
supporting the ‘Day of Prayer for our Nation’ on Friday 
22nd January by hosting an hour long prayer meeting via 
zoom at 11am on the day. 

Everyone is welcome to attend by using the following 
zoom details just before the start of the meeting: 

To join Zoom Meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6396969008?
pwd=dzV0SUxQRk9jaXk1cGdzRGtjMGFhdz09 

Meeting ID: 639 696 9008 

Passcode: Deane 

CENSUS UK 2021 

2021 is the year of the UK Census which takes place 
on Sunday 21st March 2021. Let’s hope we are out of 
lockdown by then!. 

There are opportunities for jobs working on the 
census – have a look at the website. 

The windows for applications are in January and 
February…… https://www.censusjobs.co.uk/ 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6396969008?pwd=dzV0SUxQRk9jaXk1cGdzRGtjMGFhdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6396969008?pwd=dzV0SUxQRk9jaXk1cGdzRGtjMGFhdz09
https://www.censusjobs.co.uk/
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Puzz les……..Can you f ind your way out of  the  Maze?  

 Co lour- in…Snowdrops  


