St Katharine, Blackrod

Newsletter

Sunday 10th January 2021

Due to the current restrictions
there will be no services
at St Katharine’s at the moment.
The online services are available
as usual…..
You can find all the
Sunday Services, sheets and
newsletters on the website at:
https://stkatharine.net/news
And the recorded services at:

https://www.youtube.com/
channel/
UCDx266HLh9ShYeBJnON8ODg

CONTACTS
VICAR

The Revd Angela Wynne, The Vicarage, Blackhorse Street, Blackrod, BL6 5EN
Tel: 01204 468150 Email: Revawynne@gmail.com

Churchwardens

Valerie Marron 01204 456619 and

Websites

www.stkatharine.net and Www.westhoughtonchurches.org.uk

Facebook:

St Katharine’s Church, Blackrod Email: stkatharineschurch@btconnect.com

Team Rector:

Revd Carol Pharaoh Tel: 01942 859251 Email: carol.pharaoh@gmail.com

A Church Near You

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16047/
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Janet Hollick 01942 731164

Dear Friends,
Hope you are all safe and well and having a good week.
The news about this third lockdown didn’t come as a
great surprise to anyone, I’m sure. With the relaxation of
rules over Christmas coupled with the new variant it was
expected.
Once more we’re required to stay indoors as much as possible and not
mix with anyone outside our household or support bubble. Only going
out to exercise or take essential journeys. There’s that sense of, “so
near and yet so far”. The vaccine is being rolled out but we can’t relax
yet. However, we can see there is light at the end of the tunnel and we
must hold on to that sense of hope when we feel down. It really won’t
last forever.
Last night I attended the licencing of Revd Malcolm our new Associate
Priest* in the Team with special responsibility for St James. We
managed it in person which was great. Bishop Mark (Bolton) and
Archdeacon Jean led the service. Revd Carol welcomed everyone at the
start. Malcolm’s wife Katie and son Tom sat at the front, and in the
choir stalls and sanctuary there was a representative from all our
parishes, along with colleagues from Malcolm’s former team, and in
church as many of St James congregation as could be safely seated.
It’s always a pleasure to be present when a new ministry is begun. I
hope Malcolm will be in no doubt as to how delighted we are to
welcome him and how much we’re all looking forward to sharing in his
ministry and discovering what plans our Lord has for St James and the
wider team. Roll on the day when we can really get together and
celebrate Malcolm’s coming. Malcolm is a real gift from God which we
must cherish and bear in mind he is self-supporting and has his work
responsibilities as well as his ministry.
This is a wonderful opportunity for St James to grow in its shared
ministry, with Malcolm as its focus to guide and to enable. It’s all very
exciting and the welcome from Steph Gregory, the Lay Chair of St
James’ PCC voiced the enthusiasm that exists in the parish and its
willingness to serve alongside Malcolm. Please pray for Malcolm and St
James as he settles in and gets to know people. That will be a challenge
in these lockdown days!
Malcolm’s service ended with a reading from the Gospel of Matthew
when Jesus commissioned his disciples to go and make disciples of all
nations (Matt 28:19-20). That’s our commission too as God’s people,
but the words at the end of that passage are some of the most hopeful
and reassuring in the whole of the New Testament. Jesus said, “ And
remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
Whatever we do, wherever we are, God is right there beside us. He has
not left us to cope on our own. Thank you God, thank you Jesus, for
sending us your Holy Spirit. Thank you for the new life you give us in
baptism and the hope and peace of your love all our days. Amen.
Keep safe everyone and God bless,
Angela.
* Meet and Greet There is an opportunity for all in our Team to meet
Malcolm via Zoom on Sunday 17th January at 4pm. If you would like to
join in please contact Matt Dunne to obtain a link mattdunne92@yahoo.com
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Church closed
As we are now under a third national
lockdown we have taken the decision to
suspend services until the situation
improves.
Although the national lockdown allows
worships to continue, and we have our
cleaning routine in place and are happy
with our Covid safety measures,
suspending the services, and also private
prayer, would seem the sensible thing to
do given the current situation.
We feel it is important to do as much as
we can to reduce any risk to you and the
wider community. In addition, we are
conscious that almost everyone on our
stewards rota is over sixty and we want
to protect them too.
We are fortunate to have our online
service to keep us all in contact and to
enable us to worship together remotely.
I'm sure you will support us in our decision
but if you have any questions please don't
hesitate to get in touch.
Safety is paramount and being so close to
vaccine rollout in our community we need
to concentrate our efforts in keeping
everyone safe.

Rea d in g s a n d Pra ye rs fo r Ep ip h a ny 1: T h e Ba p t ism o f Ch ri st
some disciples. He said to them, ‘Did you receive the
Holy Spirit when you became believers?’ They replied,
‘No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.’
Then he said, ‘Into what then were you baptized?’ They
answered, ‘Into John’s baptism.’ Paul said, ‘John
baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the
people to believe in the one who was to come after him,
that is, in Jesus.’ On hearing this, they were baptized in
the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul had laid his
hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and
they spoke in tongues and prophesied, altogether there
were about twelve of them.

COLLECT for The Baptism Of Christ
Eternal Father, who at the baptism of Jesus
revealed him to be your Son,
anointing him with the Holy Spirit: grant to us,
who are born again by water and the Spirit,
that we may be faithful to our calling
as your adopted children;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

GOSPEL READING Mark 1. 4–11

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the
earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God
swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, ‘Let
there be light’; and there was light. And God saw that
the light was good; and God separated the light from the
darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he
called Night. And there was evening and there was
morning, the first day.

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness
of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside
and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him,
and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with
a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and
wild honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to
stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit.’ In those days Jesus came from Nazareth
of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And
just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the
heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove
on him. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son,
the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’

PSALM 29

HOMILY by Carol McCabe

Ascribe to the Lord, you powers of heaven, ascribe to
the Lord glory and strength. Ascribe to the Lord the
honour due to his name; worship the Lord in the beauty
of holiness. The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the
God of glory thunders; the Lord is upon the mighty
waters. The voice of the Lord is mighty in operation; the
voice of the Lord is a glorious voice. The voice of the
Lord breaks the cedar trees; the Lord breaks the cedars
of Lebanon; He makes Lebanon skip like a calf and Sirion
like a young wild ox. The voice of the Lord splits the flash
of lightning; the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. The voice of
the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the
forests bare; in his temple all cry, ‘Glory!’ The Lord sits
enthroned above the water flood; the Lord sits
enthroned as king for evermore. The Lord shall give
strength to his people; the Lord shall give his people the
blessing of peace.

There is a huge jump from last week and the Epiphany
celebrations with the Magi searching for the baby who
would become the King of the Jews. To this week with
Jesus the man coming to John for baptism in the river
Jordan. Why? Well, they are taken from different Gospel
accounts. Matthew’s gospel begins with Jesus’ ancestry,
birth, and the visitors from the East. Whereas Mark
begins some background information about John and
then moves onto the beginning of Jesus’ ministry.

FIRST READING Genesis 1. 1–5

His baptism in the river.

SECOND READING Acts 19. 1–7

The River Jordan is 156 miles long and flows from West
Asia to the Dead Sea, and although it plays a very
important role in irrigation, on the whole, it is a shallow
stretch of water with its high-water period only lasting
from January to March. Water running through a
wilderness, for what is commonly referred to as Judea's
wilderness which is located on the far eastern side of the
province, near the River and the Dead Sea, which under
the Romans, was ruled by Herod the Great.

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the
inland regions and came to Ephesus, where he found

It’s so disturbing, as today global warming and pollution
rear their ugly heads, with many people believing that
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the river is drying up, and with evidence all around, it’s
hard to dismiss the fact that the river is used as a
dumping ground for not only general waste, but raw
sewage as well.

and the world safe, it does seem to me, anyway, a lot like
living in a wildness. From time to time, it has felt as if we
are living out an apocalyptic film. People panic buying.
Makeshift hospitals being set up. Fear and anxiety. The
police and the military, phone calls and emails to friends
asking how they are? Nothing in our diaries. If we are not
careful anxiety can come creeping in to overwhelm us like
a wave. The COVID-19 pandemic is a wilderness moment
for the whole world. Let us keep praying that we don’t
get lost in it.

Hardly surprising that organizations are asking for help
from all over the world to restore the river and prevent
further damage to this area. An area which still attracts
huge numbers of tourists and I wasn’t surprised to read
that believers want the river to continue flowing forever
because of what it represents.

The question that a lot of people have is ‘Where is God in
all of this?’ Everywhere - that’s where. This means that
when we wake up feeling anxious, when we feel
depressed and powerless at the current global struggle
which unfolds day by day, we can rest in Jesus. Even in
this global health pandemic, Jesus, whom we also call
Immanuel, is here amongst us. God is with us. He blesses
us, he supplies all our needs, he sustains us and will
continue to do so through this time and beyond.

It displays a very rich symbolic value to the world’s three
major religions with many who still flock to the river to be
baptized themselves. It has a long history that dates back
to biblical times. Christians believe that Jesus was
baptized in the Jordan by John the Baptist.
Mark, Matthew, and Luke all depict the baptism with the
Holy Spirit descending upon Jesus immediately after his
baptism accompanied by a voice from Heaven.
Luke and Mark record the voice as addressing Jesus by
saying "You are my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased", while in Matthew the voice states "This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased" And so, we are
given Mark’s words today "You are my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased". Jesus went out of his way to be
baptised; we are told that Jesus came from Galilee to the
river Jordan to be baptised by John.

Jesus’ baptism was a complicated affair. What seemed in
the beginning to be one man responding to the preaching
of his cousin, became the event which identified Jesus as
the messiah and heralded the start of his public ministry.
Through baptism he identified himself with the people He
came to save and after this wilderness experience things
really began to happen. He ministered, he helped, he
loved, he served and Jesus serves as our example.

Jesus was about 30 years old, understood to be the age at
which public office could be held by the Jews. John was
about six months’ older and had been baptising for about
the same length of time and so suddenly Jesus comes to
John, a trip of between 40 to 50 miles by foot, no trains
or buses in those days.

Today gives us the opportunity to think very carefully
about our own baptism. Baptism, as we are reminded, is
not an end, it is a beginning. Just like Jesus we are called
to minister, to recognise the work we have been called to
do, in response to God’s grace and his love for us, and to
tell others of the love God has for all his children.

As we call to mind John in the wilderness, we call to mind
how he preached about repentance and about the
messiah. With Jesus coming to John this became the
fulfilment of that message. And if there were any
outstanding questions before his baptism, whether this
was appropriate or not, all was wiped away by what
happened next. For as he came out of the water the
heavens opened and the spirit of God came down like a
dove and a voice spoke directly to Jesus, and with this we
are for the first time, given a complete and clear
indication of the Trinity.

If I have not already wished you a Happy New Year, may I
do so today, and as we move forward into this new year,
may we be reminded of all our blessings in the name of
Jesus Christ our lord. Amen.

PRAYERS
Please pray …..For those who are sick:
Betty Mather, Jean-Louis, Beryl Taberner,
Elaine Batty, Val Yarwood and family,
Michael Crompton, Kevin Fallon,
Alice Wilkinson, Jack Fairhurst,
Staff and residents of Knightswood Rest Home.
For those who have died.

All three persons were there together. The spirit came
and gave Jesus the power to begin his ministry and God
the father gave his approval and endorsement of Jesus
his son.

Linda Gardiner
(Funeral on Tuesday 12th January)
And for those whose anniversaries occur at this time.

We are constantly finding ourselves going through some
kind of wilderness experience, when maybe our prayer
life feels dry, when we feel separated from God and
keeping our faith seems hard. Believe me, we all go
through those experiences along our own personal
journeys of faith, even more so at this time as we all cope
with COVID-19.

Let us know ? If anyone is aware of someone
currently sick or in hospital, wishing to be included on
the Prayer List, please notify the Vicar, or the
Churchwardens.

As we continue to do what is needed to keep ourselves
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SUNDAY SERVICES IN THE TEAM CHURCHES
St George’s - No services at present
St John, Wingates, at 9.30am
1st & 3rd Sundays - Family service at 10.30am
No need to book
St James, Daisy Hill, at 10am
Booking needed - see website

St Bartholomew at 11am No need to book

SHOPPING?

Happy 70th Anniversary to Rose and Harry Naylor
who will celebrate 70 years of marriage on 13th January. Many will remember Rose was the caretaker
at Blackrod Church School for nearly 30 years. Best
wishes to you both from all at St Katharine’s.

Raise FREE donations for St Katharine’s
when you Shop on-line.
Find us at Easyfundraising.org.uk
And now you can also make a direct donation
to St Katharine’s through Easyfundraising.
Just click on the Donate button.

BOLTON HUMANITARIAN AID
BLACKROD LIBRARY NEWS
Change to opening hours from Monday 11th January:

Monday: 10am to 4pm
Thursday: 10am to 4pm
Saturday: 10am to 1pm

Also in December - 1565 Christmas Dinner
on Jesus hampers were made up and
distributed all over Bolton!
Thank you everyone for your support

Eco Church
2021 will also offer more challenges as it is the year in
which St Katharine’s will look to reduce its carbon
footprint with a view to becoming carbon neutral by
2030.
Our church is Grade 2 listed and we are restricted in
the changes that can be made but, it has a large roof
space which could accommodate solar panels and a
tower which must be one of the windiest places in
Lancashire and Greater Manchester for harnessing
wind power.
If you, or anyone you know, would be able to help us
work our way through these issues we would love to
hear from you. Telephone 01942 731164.

Your help is still needed. You can take your donations to
the Vicarage and leave them in the porch while the
church is closed. Thank you to Peter for delivering to
Urban Outreach on our behalf.
Every single donated item makes a difference!
Or you might find it easier to make a financial donation to
Urban Outreach. You can do this via their website:

https://www.urbanoutreach.co.uk/

Please send in items of news to put on the pewsheet so that we can all keep in touch with what’s going on.
Email to: marypryle@yahoo.co.uk
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Colour-in….Hellebores
Helleborus niger is commonly called
the Christmas Rose, due to an old
legend that it sprouted in the snow
from the tears of a young girl who had
no gift to give the Christ child in
Bethlehem.

Crossword clues
Across
1 ‘Again Peter denied it, and at that moment a
3
8
9
11
14
15
17
20
21
22
23

— began to crow’ (John 18:27) (4)
Fetters (Job 33:11) (8)
Perform on a musical instrument (1 Samuel 16:23)
(4)
Paul describes it as ‘the third heaven’ (2 Corinthians
12:2–4) (8)
Loyally (Deuteronomy 11:13) (10)
Hens? Me? (anag.) (6)
Not visible (Matthew 6:6) (6)
Predicted site of the final great battle (Revelation
16:16) (10)
Jacob’s youngest son (Genesis 35:18) (8)
One of Zophar’s eleven sons (1 Chronicles 7:36) (4)
For example, London, Paris, Rome (8)
United Society for the Propagation of the Gospel
(1,1,1,1)

Down
1 Favourite church activity: Fellowship round a —
— — (3,2,3)
2
Divinely bestowed powers or talents (8)
4
Pile together (1 Thessalonians 2:16) (4,2)
5
Commanded to justify (John 8:13) (10)
6
Timothy’s grandmother (2 Timothy 1:5) (4)
7
Killed (Psalm 78:34) (4)
10
One of Graham Kendrick’s best-known songs,
— — King (3,7)
12
Indecency (Mark 7:22) (8)
13
Unceasing (Jeremiah 15:18) (8)
16
He prophesied ‘the abomination that causes desolation’ (Matthew 24:15) (6)
18
British Board of Film Classification (1,1,1,1)
19
Pans (anag.) (4)
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