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  Sunday 29th November  2020  

  ADVENT SUNDAY 

 

 

St Katharine, Blackrod   Newsletter 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
ON-LINE 

You can find all the Sunday 
Services, sheets and newsletters 

on the website at: 
https://stkatharine.net/ 

 
 

And the recorded services at: 
https://www.youtube.com/

channel/
UCDx266HLh9ShYeBJnON8ODg  

NEXT SUNDAY 
27th December 2020 

Christmas 1 
 

Sunday Service at  11am 
 

Tuesdays at 9.30am  
Holy Communion 

Please ring Valerie 
on 01204 456619 

after 4pm on Tuesdays 
To book a place 

4 t h  S u n d a y  o f  A d v e nt  

Sunday 20th December 2020 

Celebrate Christmas at St Katharine’s! 

From Revd Angela and the Churchwardens……….. 

Christmas will look and feel different in church, as well as at home, but the message is still the same. 

Open Church for Families on Christmas Eve 3-6pm 

The church will be open in the afternoon between 3pm - 6pm for families to come and make a 

Christingle. We will provide everything you need in a bag. You can hang a prayer on the prayer 

tree, sit by the crib and take photos. We will have music playing, and there will also be one or 

two other activities. No need to book. Last entry 5.30pm.  

Christmas Eve Candlelit Services 

There will be two Christmas Eve Eucharist services in the evening:  

at 8pm (Ring 01204 439791 for a place) and at 11pm (Ring 01942 731164). 

They will be the same service, just repeated. Booking essential. 

Christmas Day Festival Eucharist at 10am. 

Booking essential. (Ring 01204 456619). 
 

Please do not attend if you have any symptoms of the Coronavirus, or have been in contact with anyone 

else who has. Please wear a face mask and use the hand sanitiser in the church entrance.  Thank you. 

https://stkatharine.net/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDx266HLh9ShYeBJnON8ODg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDx266HLh9ShYeBJnON8ODg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDx266HLh9ShYeBJnON8ODg
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WHO TO CONTACT 
 

VICAR   The Revd Angela Wynne, The Vicarage, Blackhorse Street, Blackrod, BL6 5EN   
  Tel: 01204 468150  Email:  Revawynne@gmail.com 

Churchwardens   Valerie Marron  01204 456619  and  Janet Hollick  01942 731164 

Websites    www.stkatharine.net             
   Www.westhoughtonchurches.org.uk 

Facebook:    St Katharine’s Church, Blackrod   

Email:    stkatharineschurch@btconnect.com 

Team Rector:  Revd Carol Pharaoh Tel: 01942 859251 Email:  carol.pharaoh@gmail.com 
 
A Church Near You  https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16047/  

Dear Friends, 

Is it too soon to wish you all a Happy Christmas? 

In spite of all the uncertainty regarding covid and Brexit I can’t help but feel 
excited at celebrating Christmas in Church, however low key it may be this year 
compared to previously. It will still be a coming together to worship and give 
thanks for the greatest gift of all and a gift that we can all share. I hope that you 
will be able to get to church at some point, but if not then I pray that the services 
on TV or online will enable you to be part of the awe and wonder that is God’s 
incarnation, his coming to earth as a baby.  

For those of you who can access the Team’s online services there will be a 
celebration of Holy Communion on Christmas Day and the service this week will 
be a Nativity Service – sort of! The team who participate and who put the service 
together have done a marvellous job throughout the Pandemic and we have 
been very blessed to have them. The link has been shared far and wide and they 
are very much appreciated. Thank you to all involved.  

To get us in the Christmas spirit I thought I would add to the Comfort and Joy by sharing a few of my favourite 
Christmas quotes anecdotes with you. Here goes: 

 Three six year olds were playing the wise men in the school nativity play. As they came to Mary and Joseph in 
the stable, the first one handed over his gift and said, “Gold”. The second one presented his gift and said, 
“Myrrh”. The third one threw his gift into the manger and said, “Frankie sent this”. 

 Another: Having taught her children about the birth of Jesus, the Sunday school teacher was admiring their 
efforts to draw the scene. Among the animals, the crib, the shepherds, Mary and Joseph, one little boy had 
added a small fat man standing close to baby Jesus. Rather reproachfully, the teacher asked if the little boy had 
added Santa Claus. “Oh no!” he replied, “That’s Round John Virgin!” 

 And finally: In the school nativity play in which the children had been encouraged to tell the story in their own 
words, the innkeeper, having told Mary that there was no room at the inn, immediately added, “But come in 
for a drink anyway!” 

These always make me smile and I hope they have made you smile too, especially if you are a bit low because you 
will not be able to see family and friends as usual this Christmas. If there is one good thing to come out of the 
pandemic, it is not to take things for granted. Christmas is simpler this year but its significance is still the same. 
God loves us and sent his only Son to be our friend and Saviour. On Christmas morning I pray that you will feel his 
love, peace, comfort and Joy. 

God bless you all, 

Angela.  

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16047/
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COLLECT for 4th Sunday of Advent 

God our redeemer, 
who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary  
to be the mother of your Son: grant that, 
as she looked for his coming as our saviour, 
so we may be ready to greet him 
when he comes again as our judge; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

FIRST READING 2 Samuel 7. 1-11, 16 

God’s Covenant with David 

Now when the king was settled in his house, and the 
Lord had given him rest from all his enemies around 
him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, ‘See now, I 
am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in 
a tent.’  Nathan said to the king, ‘Go, do all that you 
have in mind; for the Lord is with you.’  But that same 
night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell 
my servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one 
to build me a house to live in?  I have not lived in a 
house since the day I brought up the people of Israel 
from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in 
a tent and a tabernacle. 

Wherever I have moved about among all the people of 
Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal 
leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my 
people Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not built me a 
house of cedar?’ Now therefore thus you shall say to my 
servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you 
from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince 
over my people Israel; and I have been with you 
wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies 
from before you; and I will make for you a great name, 
like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will 
appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, 
so that they may live in their own place, and be 
disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no 
more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed 
judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest 
from all your enemies. Moreover, the Lord declares to 

you that the Lord will make you a house. Your house 
and your kingdom shall be made sure for ever before 
me; your throne shall be established for ever.  

MAGNIFICAT (The Song of Mary) Luke 1. 46-55 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit 
rejoices in God my Saviour; he has looked with favour 
on his lowly servant. From this day all generations will 
call me blessed; the Almighty has done great things for 
me and holy is his name. He has mercy on those who 
fear him, from generation to generation. He has shown 
strength with his arm and has scattered the proud in 
their conceit, Casting down the mighty from their 
thrones and lifting up the lowly. He has filled the hungry 
with good things and sent the rich away empty. He has 
come to the aid of his servant Israel, to remember his 
promise of mercy, the promise made to our ancestors, 
to Abraham and his children for ever.  

SECOND READING Romans 16. 25-end 

Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to 
my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept 
secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and through 
the prophetic writings is made known to all the 
Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, 
to bring about the obedience of faith, to the only wise 
God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory for 
ever! Amen. 

GOSPEL READING Luke 1. 26-38 

The Birth of Jesus Foretold 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to 
a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to 
a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 
The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and 
said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ 
But she was much perplexed by his words and 
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel 
said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favour with God. And now, you will conceive in your 
womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He 
will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most 
High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 
ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for 
ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ 

Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a 
virgin?’ The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 
holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your 
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a 
son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to 
be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.’ 
Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let 
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it be with me according to your word.’ Then the angel 
departed from her.  

HOMILY by Elaine Simkin 

Lord… Give us grace not only to hear your words with 
our ears, but receive it into our hearts, and show it in 
our lives. Amen. 

My brief today was to do a child friendly homily.  Well I 
hope all you adults out there are still young enough to 
enjoy a children’s homily, so let me start with a question 
- Have you ever been chosen?  A special person to do a 
special job?  

How many times have you been the chosen one? Maybe 
you were chosen to sing a solo in the school concert or 
been the one chosen to read in front of many people, or 
the one chosen to represent your school at sport or 
whatever else. 

I clearly remember being chosen to play King Herod in 
the school nativity when I was six years old. I felt really 
important but very scared. I was excited and very 
honoured. 

Well today’s bible reading is just about this very subject - 
being a chosen one…  

‘The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, you have 
found favour with God. You will be with child and give 
birth to a son, and you are to give him the name 
Jesus.’ (Luke 1:30-31)  

Mary was the chosen one. Wow, what a privilege, what 
an honour, what a shock. Imagine how Mary felt being 
the chosen one to have GOD’S BABY. She was not 
married but only engaged to Joseph. How would he 
react? What a massive shock. What a surprise. How can 
this be. Surely there must be a better person for this job. 
I think Mary must have questioned the Angel. Why?  
Why? Why me? She must have felt disbelief, maybe 
anger, worry, but also some excitement, and greatly 
honoured that God had chosen her.  

In our Bible reading today, we read about the Angel who 
appeared to Mary and told her that she would have a 
child and that she would name him Jesus. The Angel also 
appeared to Joseph to reassure him that the baby was 
God’s. Jesus is often called "The Lamb of God," and since 
Jesus' mother was named Mary, it always reminds me of 
the nursery rhyme ‘Mary had a little lamb’.  Do you 
remember it? 

Mary had a little lamb, 
it’s fleece was white as snow. 
And everywhere that Mary went  
the lamb was sure to go. 

Well recently a lovely lady has re written a new poem 
called "Mary Had a Little Lamb." It may never be as 
popular as the original poem, but it might help us to 
remember the true meaning of Christmas. 

Let me read it to you: 

Mary had a little Lamb, 
he was born on Christmas day. 
She laid him in a manger bed 
to sleep upon the hay. 

Angels filled the night-time sky 
and they began to sing. 
Shepherds heard them all proclaim 
the birth of our new King. 

Wise men saw a blazing star 
up in the sky that night. 
They followed it until they found 
the King of love and light. 

Mary had a little Lamb, 
but he wasn't just hers, you know. 
He was the very Son of God, 
the One who loves us so. 

The Father of this little Lamb 
loved the world so much. 
That He sent his only Son to earth 
so we could feel His touch. 

He came to give us joy and peace 
and take away our sin. 
So when He knocks on your heart's door, 
be sure to let Him in. 

How lovely is that!  Make sure you always let Jesus into 
your heart. 

So, let us pray……... 

Dear Lord, with just five more sleeps to go before we 
celebrate the birth of your Son Jesus, help us to 
remember the greatest gift we will receive this 
Christmas is the gift of Jesus into our lives. 

To forgive our sins, to show us the light, to guide our 
footsteps and to show us how to love.  

Thank you, Lord, for sending your Son. Help us to always 
remember the true meaning of Christmas, Amen. 

P R A Y E R S   
Please pray …..For those who are sick: 

Betty Mather, Jean-Louis, Beryl Taberner, Elaine Batty, 
Val Yarwood and family, Kevin Fallon, Alice Wilkinson, 

Staff and residents of Knightswood Rest Home. 
 

For those who have died. 
Margaret Benthom 

Joe Austin 
(Funeral on 21st December at Howe Bridge 

Crematorium) 
 

And for those whose anniversaries occur at this time. 
Maggie Banks 

 

Let us know  
If anyone is aware of someone currently sick or in hospital, 
wishing to be included on the  Prayer List, please notify the 
Vicar, or Churchwardens, Valerie Marron or Janet Hollick. 



5 

 

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING? 
 

Raise FREE donations for St Katharine’s 
when you Shop on-line. 

 

Find us at Easyfundraising.org.uk 
 

And now you can also make a direct donation 
to St Katharine’s through Easyfundraising. 

Just click on the Donate button. 
 

BOLTON HUMANITARIAN AID 

Don’t forget the Grub Tub 
Your help is still needed. You can now bring your 
donations with you when you come to a Service. 

Place your donations in the Grub Tub in the porch at 
St Katharine’s. You do not need to go in to church 
unless you are attending a service.  Every single 
donated item makes a difference!   

Or you might find it easier to make a financial 
donation to Urban Outreach. You can do this via 
their website: 

 https://www.urbanoutreach.co.uk/ 

Please send in items of news to put on the pewsheet so that we can all keep in touch with what ’s going on.  
Email to: marypryle@yahoo.co.uk  

CHRISTMAS POST  
Last day for posti ng !  

Many, many thanks to all the Christmas 
posties who have agreed once again to 
deliver your Christmas cards around 

Blackrod village.   

The price has been kept the same as last year ….. 

 5 cards for £1 – just put your cards and money 
together in a bag and post it in the postbox. All in aid 
of church funds. 

As the opening hours are less this year you may also 
leave them at 6 Nightingale Road at anytime.  

If you are shielding please contact Janet Hollick on 
01942 731164 and she will collect them from your 
house. 

Comfort and Joy is the Church of England theme for this 

Christmas.  You can sign up online to follow the daily reflections and 
listen to the Nine Lessons and Carols through to 2nd January.  There 
are also suggestions for activities for children and families. Find out 
more, see the online services, and download the free app at: 

Www.churchofengland.org/ComfortAndJoy 

BOLTON’S BIG (online)  
CAROL SERVICE 

Volunteers have come together from all over 
Bolton for this special Carol Service to be shown 
live on Monday 21st Dec at 7pm, or any time after, 
on You Tube or Facebook. Watch out for details in 
the local news. 

Giving Tuesday 

We had a fantastic response from the community 

following our online appeal and we want to say a huge 

and heartfelt thank you to each and everyone of you, it 

was completely overwhelming. £1,345 has been raised 

for church funds. 

THANKS FOR THE CRACKERS 

A great response to the appeal for savoury crackers for 

the Urban Outreach Christmas Hampers this year. 

More than 100 boxes were collected at St Katharine’s, 

and the Team delivered their commitment of 500! 

Thank you very much for your support. 
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 TAKE A BREAK…...WordSearch -  Si lent Night  

Colour- in….The Church mice make Chr is t ingles  

This much-loved carol comes from Austria, where it was first sung as Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht on Christmas Eve, 
1818.  It was written by Father Joseph Mohr, a young priest at St Nicholas parish church, in the village of Oberndorf 
bei Salzburg. As Christmas 1818 approached, he asked the local schoolmaster, Franz Xaver Gruber, to compose a 
melody for his carol.  Gruber was organist in the nearby village of Arnsdorf, and so was happy to oblige.  On 
Christmas Eve they presented the carol to the church during the midnight mass.  The carol went on to become 
loved world-wide; and the version sung by Bing Crosby is the third best-selling single of all time.    
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