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  3 r d  S u n d a y  o f  A d v e n t  

 St Katharine, Blackrod       Newsletter 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
ON-LINE 

You can find all the Sunday Services, sheets 
and newsletters on the website at: 

https://stkatharine.net/ 
 

And the recorded services at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCDx266HLh9ShYeBJnON8ODg  

NEXT SUNDAY 
20th December 2020 - Advent 4 

 

Church open for Public Worship 
Sunday Service at  11am 

 
And Tuesdays 9.30am  

Holy Communion 

Please ring Valerie on 01204 456619 
after 4pm on Tuesdays to book a place 

 

Tuesdays 
Open Church 10am to 11am 

For private prayer 

Celebrate Christmas at St Katharine’s! 
From Revd Angela and the Churchwardens: Christmas w ill look and feel different in church, as 
well as at home, but the message is still the same. 
 
Open Church for Families on Christmas Eve 3-6pm 
The church will be open in the afternoon between 3pm - 6pm for families to come and make a 
Christingle as a family. We will provide everything you need in a bag. You can hang a prayer on 
the prayer tree, sit by the crib and take photos. We will have some music playing to create a 
festive atmosphere and there will also be one or two other activities. No need to book.  
Last entry 5.30pm.  
 
Christmas Eve Candlelit Services 
To try to accommodate everyone later on, there will be two Christmas Eve Eucharist services in the 
evening. One at 8pm (Ring 01204 439791 for a place) and one at 11pm (Ring 01942 731164). They will 
be the same service, just repeated. Booking essential. 
 
On Christmas Day there w ill be a Eucharist at 10am. Booking essential. (Ring 01204 456619). 
We are very grateful to those who have offered their help on Christmas Eve, making the bags up and 
stewarding at the services. We couldn't do it without you.  Many thanks to you all, Angela. 

 
Online Services - we need you!  I f anyone would like to be 
involved in our Team Christmas services please get in touch. We are 
looking for singers, and for you artistic ones, we are inviting pictures of a 
scene from the Nativity story. We would like to put them together and 
make a Nativity storyboard. We would be very pleased to receive your 
artwork of a nativity scene, or on the theme 'comfort and joy' which is 
the title of the Church of England Christmas campaign this year. Please 
send pictures of your paintings, needlecraft, baking, collages, sculptures 
which reflect this theme. 
(Adults you can join in this too!). Send your pictures to 
bdhww.team@gmail.com  

Sunday 13th December 2020 

https://stkatharine.net/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDx266HLh9ShYeBJnON8ODg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDx266HLh9ShYeBJnON8ODg
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TEAM NEWS 

We are delighted to announce the appointment of Revd Dr Malcolm Jamieson Wearing as Self 
Supporting Minister Associate Curate in the Blackrod, Daisy Hill, Westhoughton and Wingates 
Team Ministry.  Malcolm is currently OLM Associate Curate at Farnworth, Kearsley and 
Stoneclough.  The date of his institution will be Thursday 7th Jan 2021 at St James' Daisy Hill. 
Malcolm will be known as Associate Priest in the Team.  His main focus of ministry will be at 
St James' Daisy Hill. 

Malcolm is a Chartered Civil Engineer, and in his secular work runs a small consultancy 
business in Farnworth.  He is married to Katie and they have a son,Tom, who is at University 
in York.  They live in Over Hulton.  Malcolm is looking forward to the new challenges that will 
come with the move from OLM ministry to a ministry with shared incumbent responsibility 
for a church, and believes God is calling him to work with the enthusiastic team in Daisy Hill 

and with colleagues in the wider team of churches. 

Thank you. Revd Carol H Pharaoh, Team Rector, Blackrod, Daisy Hill, Westhoughton & Wingates Team 

Dear Friends, 

Well the vaccination programme has begun! Hurrah! What good news that is. I do 
hope that the uptake will be high. I am a real advocate for vaccines. They prevent 
so much suffering and harm from infections. In my previous life we investigated babies born with congenital 
abnormalities caused by their non-immune mother contracting viruses like rubella in pregnancy. We confirmed 
outbreaks of measles and mumps amongst young people who missed the MMR vaccines as toddlers due to the 
now discredited evidence that it caused autism. So much damage is done by scaremongering and misinformation 
undermining public confidence. I have every confidence in our British scientific experts and that a thorough 
assessment has been done into the vaccine’s safety. I’ve had every vaccine offered to me and shall be taking up this 
offer and I hope that you feel as confident about it too. It is our only hope for life “getting back to normal”. 

My Advent reading this morning was about hope from a passage in Isaiah 35: 1-6, 8 & 10. It’s a vision of God’s 
Kingdom where there will be justice and peace for all; the eyes of the blind will be opened and the ears of the deaf 
unstopped; the lame will leap like a deer and the mute will shout for joy. Waters shall break forth in the wilderness 
and streams in the desert.  It talks about a highway in the desert called the Way of Holiness that will lead the 
righteous to everlasting joy. It is about God coming to save his people. 

Like the vaccine this passage sets forth a vision of how life will be when God’s kingdom comes. It gives us hope and 
that hope gives us the strength to carry on. We must have that vision though of how things will be to encourage us 
to stick at it and realise that vision. That is especially important when times are tough as they are now. It reminds 
us that everything will be alright eventually. God is on our side and walks with us on the Way of Holiness. As Julian 
of Norwich said, “All shall be well and all shall be well and all manner of thing shall be well.” 

When we face challenges in life we can feel hopeless and this is when words such as these from Isaiah can help to 
comfort us and give us the courage to carry on. We put our trust in God, confident in his power to save.  

The hope that the vaccine offers us – life returning to normal, being able to move about freely, hug and laugh and 
sing together – is, I believe, God given. A small part of the great hope that Isaiah announced. Verse 10 ends, “The 
ransomed of the Lord will return. They will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy will crown their heads. Gladness 
and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee away.” Surely a post Covid world! 

For the vaccine and all else in life that gives us hope let us give thanks to God. 

God bless and take care, Angela 
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COLLECT for 3rd Sunday of Advent 

O Lord Jesus Christ, 
who at your first coming sent 
your messenger to prepare your way 
before you: 
grant that the ministers and stewards 
of your mysteries 
may likewise so prepare and make 
ready your way 
by turning the hearts of the 
disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that at your 
second coming to judge the world we may be found an 
acceptable people in your sight; 
for you are alive and reign with the Father 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  

FIRST READING Isaiah 61. 1-4, 8-end 

The Good News of Deliverance 

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord 
has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to 
the oppressed, to bind up the broken-hearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the 
prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour, and 
the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who 
mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion to give 
them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness 
instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a 
faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. They shall 
build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former 
devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the 
devastations of many generations. 

For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and 
wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their 
recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant 
with them. Their descendants shall be known among 
the nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all 
who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people 
whom the Lord has blessed. I will greatly rejoice in the 
Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has 
clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has 
covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a 
bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride 
adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings 
forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in 
it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness 
and praise to spring up before all the nations.  

PSALM 126 

The Lord has done great things for them 

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, then were 
we like those who dream. Then was our mouth filled 
with laughter and our tongue with songs of joy. Then 

said they among the nations, ‘The Lord 
has done great things for them.’ The 
Lord has indeed done great things for 
us, and therefore we rejoiced. Restore 
again our fortunes, O Lord, as the river 
beds of the desert. Those who sow in 
tears shall reap with songs of joy. Those 
who go out weeping, bearing the seed, 
will come back with shouts of joy, 
bearing their sheaves with them. 

SECOND READING  1 Thessalonians 5. 16-24 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the 
words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to 
what is good; abstain from every form of evil. May the 
God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may 
your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and 
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The 
one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.  

GOSPEL READING  John 1. 6-8, 19-28 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all 
might believe through him. He himself was not the light, 
but he came to testify to the light. This is the testimony 
given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites 
from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ He 
confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, ‘I am not 
the Messiah.’ And they asked him, ‘What then? Are you 
Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ He 
answered, ‘No.’ Then they said to him, ‘Who are you? 
Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do 
you say about yourself?’ He said, ‘I am the voice of one 
crying out in the wilderness, “Make straight the way of 
the Lord” ’, as the prophet Isaiah said. Now they had 
been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, ‘Why 
then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, 
nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’ John answered them, ‘I 
baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you 
do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not 
worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.’ This took place 
in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 

HOMILY by Carol Pharaoh  

Adventure 

When you hear the word “adventure” what do you 
think of? Indiana Jones, Swiss Family Robinson, and 
Jules Verne? Columbus sailing on the high seas in search 
of new worlds? Neil Armstrong stepping out onto the 
moon? Captain Kirk and the Starship Enterprise “bravely 
going where no man has gone before?” 

We’re in the season of Advent. The word “advent” itself 
comes from the same root as “adventure.” I think that 
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we are in danger of feeling so keenly the pressures of 
preparing for Christmas, that we forget that advent is a 
time of adventure, of waiting and watching and 
preparing for the coming of the King as a baby in 
Bethlehem and in the future.  A theologian called 
Stanley Hauerwas said this; - 

The most basic task of any [church] is to offer its people 
a sense of participation in an adventure. For finally what 
we seek is not power or security, or equality, or even 
dignity, but a sense of worth gained from participation in 
and contribution to a common adventure. Advent, then, 
is about adventuring together. How do we do this? 

Adventures in the wilderness 

Think of John the Baptist being like our scoutmaster and 
he’s out there in the wilderness shouting the scout 
motto: “Be Prepared! Get ready!” he says. “Be prepared! 
Be ready for anything because anything can happen in 
this life! Good stuff and bad stuff. The adventure can 
take us sometimes into the wilderness.” 

Sometimes wildernesses are sprung on us and much to 
our distress. Life is full of them. Illness is one of them 
and grief. Loneliness and anxiety too. You could say that 
the weariness and pain of the world we currently live in, 
is also a wilderness. We might not like to see these times 
as ‘adventures’ as these are all painful and difficult 
places to be. Never the less, it’s often in the wilderness, 
as John discovered, that we often find God. God is there 
in every wilderness, waiting for us, the adventurers. 

Trail Magic 

I once read that Apache Indians have their own words 
for the experience of finding God in the desert and 
wilderness places. They call it “trail magic” and they 
would say, when you’ve been on the trail long enough, 
you find it everywhere. Trail magic is anything good or 
beautiful or marvellous or unexpected that happens on 
the trail. It’s the experience of going through great 
difficulty, and coming to improbable beauty at the end 
of it. For those with the eyes to see, trail magic is the 
very presence of God in the midst of the wilderness. 

During lockdown, the BBC ran a programme featuring 
Michael Palin, looking back at his adventures around the 
world. If you remember, one of Michael’s trips was 
across the Sahara Desert. I remember thinking when the 
series was about to be shown originally, that this wasn't 
a journey I would have liked to have made. I guess most 
of us wouldn't have enjoyed such a trip. The desert, the 
wilderness, are places we would easily choose not to go.  
They are strange and inhospitable places where we 
could feel easily vulnerable, perplexed and lost. Yet as 
Michael Palin’s trip unfolded, even I could recognise the 
real moments of joy he discovered, that trail magic. Our 
resistance to stay in our safe and secure worlds and 
avoid exploring the wilderness means that we lose out 
on the opportunity of being deeply touched by that trail 
magic and drawing closer to God. 

The challenge of adventure 

It’s the call of Advent. The call to adventure! The 
challenge for us at times I think is to deliberately go and 
get ourselves into the wilderness by some means or 
other. Advent is a good time to do this so that we might 
learn more of what it means to wait and watch. It’s by 
allowing ourselves to be stripped of all our comfortable 
defences and taking the risks, that we can come face to 
face with God.  

Whether we put ourselves voluntarily in the wilderness, 
or whether we just find ourselves there by life’s cruel 
blows, if we hold on and trust God, as Adventurers we 
can embrace these wildernesses, face them in 
confidence and continue the trek. One of many things 
we can learn as an adventurer is that if you keep on 
walking, eventually you’ll get to where you’re going. 

Advent joy. 

So, where is your wilderness? What adventure are you 
being called to but resist because you’re afraid? I cannot 
answer that for you. But I can assure you that you are 
being called because that’s trail magic which is the 
presence of God in our lives. God greets those 
adventurers who courageously step into the wilderness 
and follow the path that he prepares for them. God’s 
calling each of us. He may call us into a scary place, 
those places where we feel vulnerable and perplexed 
and things are very messy. But if we wish to prepare 
ourselves this Advent for the coming of Jesus at 
Christmas and in the future, then we need to be brave 
and bold. We should be exploring ways to give our lives 
to God and allow him to challenge us in new ways.  This 
way, we’ll be ready as never before to receive our God 
at Christmas, now and in the future.  We will know more 
deeply that profound joy that knowing Jesus brings.  
Amen. 

P R A Y E R S   

Please pray …..For those who are sick: 
Betty Mather, Jean-Louis, Beryl Taberner, Elaine Batty, 
Val Yarwood and family, Kevin Fallon, Alice Wilkinson, 

Staff and residents of Knightswood Rest Home. 
 

For those who have died. 
Ronnie Hampson 

Karen 
Margaret Benthom 

(Funeral on 14th December) 
Joe Austen 

(Funeral on 21st December). 
 

And for those whose anniversaries occur at this time. 
Brian Kellie 

 

Let us know  
If anyone is aware of someone currently sick or in hospital, 

wishing to be included on the Prayer List, please let us know. 
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CONTACTS 
 

VICAR    The Revd Angela Wynne, The Vicarage, Blackhorse Street, Blackrod, BL6 5EN   

   Tel: 01204 468150  Email:  Revawynne@gmail.com 

Churchwardens   Valerie Marron  01204 456619  and  Janet Hollick  01942 731164 

Websites    www.stkatharine.net   Www.westhoughtonchurches.org.uk 

Facebook:    St Katharine’s Church, Blackrod   

Email:    stkatharineschurch@btconnect.com 

Team Rector:  Revd Carol Pharaoh Tel: 01942 859251  Email:  carol.pharaoh@gmail.com 

A Church Near You  https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16047/  

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING? 
 

Raise FREE donations for St Katharine’s 
when you Shop on-line. 

 

Find us at Easyfundraising.org.uk 
 

And now you can also make a direct donation 
to St Katharine’s through Easyfundraising. 

 
Just click on the Donate button. 

BOLTON HUMANITARIAN AID 

Don’t forget the Grub Tub! 
Your help is still needed. You can now bring your 
donations with you when you come to a Service. 

Place your donations in the Grub Tub in the porch at 
St Katharine’s. You do not need to go in to church 
unless you are attending a service.  Every single 
donated item makes a difference!   

Or you might find it easier to make a financial 
donation to Urban Outreach. You can do this via their 

website: https://www.urbanoutreach.co.uk/ 

Please send in items of news to put on the pewsheet so that we can all keep in touch with what ’s going on.  
Email to: marypryle@yahoo.co.uk  

CHRISTMAS POST  
Last week for posti ng !  

Many, many thanks to all the 
Christmas posties who have agreed 
once again to deliver your Christmas 
cards around Blackrod village.   

The price has been kept the same as last year …....  

5 cards for £1 – just put your cards and money 
together in a bag and post it in the postbox. All in aid 
of church funds. 

From Sunday 29th November the red postbox will 
stand in the entrance to St Katharine’s Church – 
accessible from 9.30 – 12 noon on Tuesdays or 10. 30 
– 12 noon on Sundays. Last day for posting is Sunday 
20th December. 

As the opening hours are less this year you may also 
leave them at 6 Nightingale Road at anytime.  

If you are shielding please contact Janet Hollick on 
01942 731164 and she will collect them from your 
house. 

Blackrod Community Group 
Spreading a little Christmas Cheer 

Santa’s Elves will be seen around 
Blackrod soon spreading a little Christmas 
Cheer to the children of our village aged 
11 years and under. To nominate a child 
living in Blackrod aged 11 years or under 
please contact us before Monday 14th December by 
emailing:  berylmonaghan41@gmail.com  

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16047/
mailto:berylmonaghan41@gmail.com
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Father Christmas is based on St Nicholas, who was born in the third century in the Greek village of Patara, on what 
is today the southern coast of Turkey.  His family were both devout and wealthy, and when his parents died in an 
epidemic, Nicholas decided to help people.  He gave to the needy, the sick, the suffering, and was made Bishop of 
Myra while still a young man. As a bishop, he was in prison with other bishops under the emperor Diocletian’s 
fierce persecution of Christians.  

One story of his generosity explains why we hang Christmas stockings over our mantelpieces today. There was a 
poor family with three daughters who needed dowries if they were to marry, and not be sold into slavery. Nicholas 
heard of their plight, and tossed three bags of gold into their home through an open window – thus saving the girls 
from a life of misery. The bags of gold landed in stockings or shoes left before the fire to dry. Hence the custom of 
children hanging out stockings – in the hope of attracting presents of their own from St Nicholas - on Christmas Eve.  
That is why three gold balls, sometimes represented as oranges, are one of the symbols of St Nicholas.  

FATHER 

CHRISTMAS 

NICHOLAS 

BORN  

THIRD  

CENTRURY 

GREEK 

VILLAGE 

DEVOUT 

WEALTHY 

NEEDY  

 

 WordSearch….. .Saint Nicholas  

 Co lour- in….The Church mice  are  wrapping  presents. . .cheese  anyone?  

SICK  

SUFFERING 

PRISON 

EMPEROR 

POOR 

FAMILY 

THREE 

DAUGHTERS 

STOCKINGS 

MONEY 

 


