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SUNDAYS at 11am 

TUESDAYS at 9.30am 

Due to social distancing, places are limited at the 
moment, please book a seat if you would like to 
attend Ring 01204 456619 after 4pm Tuesdays 

Please ring 

01204 468150 

Email: stkatharineschurch@btconnect.com  
 

Websites:   www.stkatharine.net 

  www.westhoughtonchurches.org.uk 

Facebook: St. Katharine’s Church, Blackrod 

A Church Near You:  https:/ /

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16047/ 

DIRECTORY       Registered Charity No: 1144084 

The Team Ministry:  Blackrod, Daisy Hill, Westhoughton & Wingates 
 

Vicar:   The Revd Angela Wynne, St Katharine’s Vicarage 
  Blackhorse Street, Blackrod, BL6 5EN   Tel: 01204 468150 
  Email:  Revawynne@gmail.com 
 

Retired Clergy:  (Honorary Assistant Clergy with Bishop’s permission to officiate) 
     Revd Carol McCabe,  Revd Heather Sharp 

FOR YOUNG PEOPLE:  

Contact: Sylvia Gregory 

  01204 468716 

Sunday School 

(Suspended for now) 

Messy Church 

(Suspended for now) 

Messy Church at Home 

https://
www.messychurch.org.uk/
resources/messy-church-home-
ideas  

Who’s Who at St Katharine’s 
Churchwardens:     Valerie Marron  01204 456619 
     Janet Hollick   01942 731164 
Deputy Churchwarden:  Margaret Ryding  01204 270422 
PCC Secretary:    Mary Pryle     01204 697763 
PCC Treasurer:   Jean Hibbert    01204 691575 
Deputy PCC Treasurer: Bob Chapman /Mike Hollick 01204 697413/ 01942 731164 
Gift Aid/Charity Commission: Chris Skinner    01204 691097 
Electoral Roll Officer:  Sheila Kinrade  01204 695642 
Health & Safety: Mike Hollick/ Sheila Kinrade  01942 731164/ 01204 695642 
Organist/Choir Trainer:  Garyth Ingram   01942 859183 
Child Protection: Helen Gambles/ Janet Hollick 01942 832255/01942 731164 
Church flowers:   Jean Brandon   07840 333551 
Bellringers:    Michael Kay    01204 691544 
Men’s Fellowship:   Robert Long   01204 295427  

THE PARISH MAGAZINE: 

Editorial:  Mary Pryle  01204 697763 

Advertising:  Margaret Ryding/ Elaine McNabb   
     01204 270422/ 468278 

Distribution: Colin Chater and Ian Davies  
     01204 697338/ 693589 

SAFEGUARDING  We are committed to safeguarding children, young people, victims of 
domestic abuse and vulnerable adults. If you have any concerns please contact: Vicar: 
Revd Angela Wynne on 01204 468150 
St Katharine’s Safeguarding Officer: Helen Gambles - 01942 832255 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer: Abbey Clephane-Wilson - 0161 828 1451 

https://www.messychurch.org.uk/resources/messy-church-home-ideas
https://www.messychurch.org.uk/resources/messy-church-home-ideas
https://www.messychurch.org.uk/resources/messy-church-home-ideas
https://www.messychurch.org.uk/resources/messy-church-home-ideas
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Dear Friends, 

Well it looks like a long winter is ahead. Might 
be a good idea to stock up on a good supply of 
books, wool, jigsaws or whatever else will help 
you to get you through the evenings! I have 
been practising my guitar but don’t get any 
ideas – it will be a long time before I’ll be 
proficient enough to play in public! Even 
Covid19 can’t possible last that long! 

Thoughts are turning now to All Souls and 
Remembrance – how will we mark them this 
year? And what about Advent and Christmas? 
We won’t be able to do any of them as we usually do but we will still celebrate 
them.  

Surely we can come up with some imaginative ways of helping our church and 
communities to remember their loved ones, and to give thanks for those who 
died in combat for our freedom, and also help them celebrate our Saviour’s 
birth? Christmas will not be cancelled, we will mark the birth of Jesus but 
albeit in a different way.  

I was listening to Canon Sandra Millar, Head of Life Events for the Church of 
England, yesterday, and she was very positive about what we could do. We 
could use our outdoor space, churchyard perhaps or whatever space is 
available. Maybe use the school grounds or public park - with permission of 
course! We could stretch out the time for All Souls so that perhaps we leave 
the church open that week and people can come and remember their loved 
ones in some way. 

Perhaps a prayer tree, may be use a real tree. In St Katharine’s Churchyard 
there is a lovely big cherry tree. Perhaps we could make something of that? 
People could bring a stone and we could build a prayer cairn underneath it? 
For Remembrance Sunday, perhaps we could put poppies in our windows or 
maybe have a Community Clap outside our houses like we did for the NHS? Or 
perhaps just come and stand outside our houses for the 11am two minutes 
silence on the 11th November. 

What can we do for Advent? It’s a season of light, Jesus the light of the world 
is coming. How can we get that across? We need to make whatever we do 
memorable. Be “memory-makers”. Sandra Millar pointed out that Christmases 
begin to merge together after a few years but this will be one to remember. In 
years to come children will say to their parents, “Do you remember that year 
when we couldn’t have the Carol Service in Church but we went to look at the 
Nativity Scene in the churchyard? It was really special!”  

So, thinking caps on! What can we come up with to help everyone mark these 
very special occasions in a way that they’ll remember for ever? These are our 
opportunities to reach out to those who don’t normally come to church. Let’s 
be creative.  Who knows, it might just end up being better than normal! All 
suggestions gratefully received. 

God bless Everyone, 

Keep safe and keep praying,  Angela. 
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WATCH A SERVICE ON-LINE 

SUNDAY SERVICES ONLINE 

You can find all the Sunday Services, sheets and newsletters on the website 
at:  https://stkatharine.net/ 

And the recorded services at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDx266HLh9ShYeBJnON8ODg  

And more information at A Church Near You 
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16047/ 

And you may be interested to know that there has been a great response to 
our online services – this year, the Church of England website – A Church 
Near You – has added analytics so we can see how many people are looking 
at our page. To date there have been 6923 views this year!  And an 
average of more than 500 each month. 

Thank you to everyone who is following us on whatever means you have – 
phone, tablet, laptop, or computer. And through Facebook, the website, and 
A Church Near You. It’s good to know you are all still there even though we 
are still isolated from each other. We are still meeting across the airwaves!  

SUNDAY SERVICES 

There is now a service of public worship at St Katharine’s each week at 
11am.  There will not be a midweek service at the moment. 

Book a Place Places are limited due to the social distancing and 
cleaning arrangements.  If you wish to attend a service on Sundays you will 
need to book a seat. You can do this by ringing Valerie on  

01204 456619 from 4pm on Tuesdays and until the places are filled.  

What to expect Services are a little different to the “normal”. There 
will be music, although we are not able to sing hymns at the current time. 
There is no coffee shop after the services, and those attending are asked to 
leave the church immediately following the service, and not to stop to chat.   

Face masks The wearing of face coverings has changed from being 
"strongly advised" to mandatory for everyone, except the minister leading 
the service and anyone assisting by reading or preaching etc.  

HOLY COMMUNION ON TUESDAYS 

From Tuesday 6th October there will be a service of Holy Communion on 
Tuesdays at 9.30am at St Katharine’s. Please book a place in the usual way 
at the number above. 

CHURCH OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER 

St Katharine’s Church is open on Tuesdays from 10am to 11am for private 
prayer, with all necessary precautionary measures in place.  

"Individual prayer is defined as a person or household entering the church 
to pray on their own and not as part of a group, led prayer or communal 
act”. 

https://stkatharine.net/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDx266HLh9ShYeBJnON8ODg
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16047/
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PARISH DIARY FOR OCTOBER 

1 Thurs   7.00pm APCM  - Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

4 Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity 

   11.00am Public Worship 

6 Tues    9.30am Holy Communion 

11 Eighteeenth Sunday after Trinity - Harvest Festival 

   11.00am  Public Worship 

13 Tues    9.30am Holy Communion 

18 Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity - Luke, the Evangelist 

   11.00am Public Worship 

     3.00pm Confirmation Service 

20 Tues    9.30am Holy Communion 

25 Last Sunday after Trinity 

   11.00am Public Worship 

27 Tues    9.30am Holy Communion 

     1.30pm Wedding: Matthew Sharples & Ance Vitola 

28 Wed  Saints Simon and Jude, Apostles 

NOVEMBER 

1 All Saints Sunday 

   11.00am Public Worship 

2 Mon  All Souls Day, Commemoration of the Faithful Departed 

 

Important Coronavirus Update from Bolton Council 
What you can and cannot do if you live in the borough. 

The government updated their borough-wide measures in Bolton on 26th Sept. 

The national measures introduced on Monday 14 September, for England, 
about the rule of six, do not apply in the borough because of our higher 
infection rate. You must not meet with anyone outside of your household or 
social bubble. 

In the borough of Bolton all venues in the hospitality sector in Bolton – pubs, 
restaurants, cafes, any premises serving food and drink have been restricted 
to takeaway only. 

We need to stop the virus passing to those who are vulnerable because of age 
or other medical condition. There is no cure for the disease nor a vaccine to 
help those who get it. 

While most people will eventually recover, we know that the virus leaves 
problems with those who live through it. It’s not like the flu and many people 
have been left with severe breathing problems. 

The only thing we can all do are the measures to reduce the contact between 
us. Keeping a physical distance, wearing a mask, and washing our hands 
regularly for 20 seconds, all help to prevent us catching the virus. 

For further information about what you can do if you live in Bolton please see 
the council website. Www.bolton.gov.uk 

https://bit.ly/33ibTb4
https://bit.ly/3hkJuGy
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HARVEST FESTIVAL Charity Collection 

Supporting MSF - Medecins sans Frontieres 
(Doctors without Borders) 

About MSF 

The PCC has chosen Medecins sans Frontieres to benefit from 
our Harvest donations. MSF was founded in 1971 by a group of French doctors 
and journalists who believed that all people have the right to medical care 
regardless of gender, race, religion, creed or political affiliation, and the needs 
of these people outweigh respect for national boundaries. 

MSF won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1999 for pioneering humanitarian work.  

MSF currently has 30,000 staff working in 70 countries delivering emergency 
relief to areas of natural disasters, refugee crisis, disease devastation and long
-term disease treatment. The key medical conditions encountered in the work 
by MSF are many and varied – such as polio, cholera and Ebola, and now 
Coronavirus. 

MSF says: “We are owned and run by our staff, past and present - collectively, 
they make sure that MSF stays true to its mission and principles. Currently, 
we are working in Europe to help refugees fleeing war, persecution and 
poverty. Our teams are responding across Yemen to provide lifesaving care to 
people affected by the conflict, as are our teams in places like Syria, South 
Sudan, Central African Republic and Iraq. 

We send 85% of money raised to our medical projects. Just 2% is spent on 
administration and staff costs. The rest is reinvested in fundraising.  

Emergencies are messy, complex and chaotic. People’s lives are threatened, 
families shattered and the future is uncertain. The needs are often huge.  MSF is 
designed to respond fast – we have a network of medics and aid experts 
across some 65 countries. Our financial independence means we can act 
rapidly, without waiting for governments or other institutions to release 
funds.”  Charity Reg. No. 1026588  Website at https://www.msf.org.uk/ 

This 40 second film shows a little of the work of MSF……. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mXV8lTgETks 

How you can help 

As we are not able to welcome a speaker this year, or distribute envelopes, 
we are running our Harvest collection a little differently this time. If you feel 
you would like to donate please put your cash donation in an envelope marked 
'Harvest donation' and return it to church any time in October. Or 
push your donation envelope through the door at 6 Nightingale Road, and 
Jean, PCC Treasurer, will make sure it is added to the total. 

Alternatively you can donate via St Katharine's website at https://
stkatharine.net/support/ Please message the website to tell us the 
donation is for Medecins sans Frontieres. 

We will wait until the end of October before we count the money and forward 
a cheque to the charity. Please support Medecins sans Frontiers if you feel 
able. See the table on the next page for examples of what your donation could 
pay for. 

Thank you for your support. 

 

https://www.msf.org.uk/country-region/yemen
https://www.msf.org.uk/independent-neutral-impartial
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Happy 30th Birthday to Urban Outreach! 

Founded by Dave and Chris Bagley from their attic in 1990, the charity 
began by providing short term accommodation for young people 
experiencing difficulties with nowhere to stay. 

In the late 1990’s it responded to a growing concern for the street 
homeless by launching an overnight winter cafe called ‘Winter Watch’. This 
provided hot food, shelter and a place of warmth and friendship. The café 
became a place of safety for street sex workers and so the charity 
developed its outreach support to both rough sleepers and prostitutes, 
establishing an office base in what was then the ‘red light’ district of Bolton. 
As many of the men and women being supported had an offending history 
and had been child runaways, the Charity expanded to support men leaving 
prison, children missing from home and then female offenders. 

In more recent years, the charity has developed its work in health and 
complex needs, troubled families and food poverty. 

FOOD COLLECTIONS 

Your help is still needed. You can now bring your donations with you when 
you come to a Sunday Service, or when the church is open for private 
prayer on Tuesdays 10am to 12 noon. Place your donations in the Grub Tub 
provided. 

Or you might find it easier to make a financial donation to Urban Outreach. 
You can do this via their website https://www.urbanoutreach.co.uk/ 
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SAINT LUKE THE EVANGELIST 

Thoughts for October from Robin Sharp 

I suppose with Covid 19 monopolising the news 
and occupying our minds, it is no surprise that 
most of us are becoming somewhat weary of it 
all. I am for one, so I am not going to impart my 
feelings on the subject. Instead let me speak on 
something to look forward to later this month. 

On the 18th of October we shall celebrate the 
feast of St. Luke. Luke, is believed to be the 
author of the third Gospel as well as the Acts of 
the Apostles. He was born in Antioch, Syria, to 
prosperous Greek family and was trained as a 
physician. His Gospel is considered the most 
practical and beautiful of all. He uses the best 
grammar and the most eloquent and correct 
Greek of the New Testament. He shows Jesus, 
not as a Jewish messiah but as the world's 
saviour and Lord. 

He was a man of prayer, for his Gospel is preoccupied with the power of 
prayer and he had a very high regard for women, for they played an 
important part in his writings. He accompanied Paul on his second missionary 
journey and doubtless had the care of Paul's health. Luke was with Paul during 
his last days and imprisonment in Rome. After writing those famous words to 
Timothy, Paul says "The time of my dissolution is at hand, I have fought a 
good fight. I have finished my course, I have kept the faith. Only Luke is with 
me" 

What happened to Luke following Paul's martyrdom there is no certain 
knowledge. However, according to fairly early and widespread evidence he 
remained unmarried and wrote his Gospel in Boeotia in Greece where he later 
died aged 84. 

Because the Gospel which bears his name was an accurate account of the life 
of Christ and especially his birth, Luke was regarded as one of the patrons of 
notaries. He is also the patron of the medical profession. He was reported to 
be a fine painter and is also patron of artists, painters, sculptors, craft workers 
and lace makers. 

His symbol is the Ox. This may account for him being 
also the patron of butchers. In art, Luke is represented 
by a winged ox. This is especially appropriate because in 
his Gospel, the priestly and sacrificial work of Jesus is 
emphasised. The ox represents the sacrificial aspect of 
Jesus' ministry and the wings remind us that the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ is to travel throughout the world.  

Paul spoke of Luke as the "beloved physician". Together 
they evangelised Greece and Rome. 

When preparing this I could hear the sound of children's 
laughter and shrieks as they played in the school yard. Now there's a 
gladsome sound after all this time. 

Stay safe everyone. Robin Sharp. 
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Prayer  D iary for  October  

Your word is a lantem to my feet and a light upon my path. Psalm 119. 
Pray that more may know the truth and guidance of God's light. 

1st Remegius, Bishop of Rheims, apostle of the Franks, 533. Elected 
Bishop at the age of 22, he became influential in the city, baptising, preaching 
and building churches. His name is linked with chrism oil, the oil used to anoint 
the dying and at coronations and baptisms. Pray that all who are anointed 
come to feel upheld by the power of God's mercy and love. 

- Anthony Ashley Cooper, Earl of Shaftesbury, Social Reformer, 1885. 
He was a typical Victorian Christian philanthropist who campaigned to improve 
housing and employment legislation and to create schools using his influence in 
the political scene to redress social ills. Pray that all people of power and 
influence may work to serve those they represent. 

6th William Tyndale, Translator of the Scriptures, Reformation Martyr, 
1536. Determined to translate the Scriptures from Greek into contemporary 
English, he met with bitter opposition from ecclesiastical authorities and was 
forced to live abroad. His life's work forms the basis of the Authorised Version 
of the Bible under King James in the next century and is still in use today. He 
met a very cruel death in Brussels. Give thanks for the gift his courage and 
faith gave to us. 

10th Paulinus, Bishop of York, Missionary, 644. Sent from Rome to 
assist Augustine, Paulinus built the first church in York about 627 and travelled 
extensively north and south of the Humber, building churches and baptising 
new Christians. Give thanks for his contribution to the establishment of faith in 
England and pray eamestly for a renewal of that faith in modern times. 

- Thomas Traheme, Poet, Spiritual Writer, 1674. Parish Priest and a 
chaplain in the court of Charles ll. His poetry is more celebratory than earlier 
writers. Give thanks, especially at Harvest time, for poets and artists who use 
their skills in recognition of the earth's beauty. 

11th Harvest Festival. Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow and give 
thanks for the wonders of God's creative energy and for all those who work on 
land or sea. Pray for the work of Medecins Sans Frontieres and for all those in 
need of their aid worldwide. May we support them generously, in gratitude for 
our comforts and in faith. 

12th Wilfrid, Bishop of Ripon, Missionary, 709. Though not an easy man 
to deal with because of his innate stubbornness, his gift was to make the 
church more coherent at a time when it was divided between Celtic and Roman 
practices. He became Bishop of York but is enshrined in Ripon which became an 
important destination for mediaeval pilgrims. Give thanks for those who can 
negotiate and heal divisions, and remember that we are members of the whole 
household of God where there is no division of status, colour or creed. 

13th Edward the Confessor, King of England, 1066. He was faced w ith 
trying to balance the rival factions of Danes, Normans and Anglo-Saxons but he 
was determined to maintain peace and justice, to avoid foreign wars and to live 
by his faith. He had a reputation for holiness, for generosity to the poor and for 
hospitality to strangers. He built a monastery on the Thames which later 
became Westminster Abbey. One who rules justly, ruling in the fear of God, is 
like the light of the moming. (Samuel 2). Pray for such qualities in all in 
positions of authority. 

15th Teresa of Avila, Teacher of the Faith, 1582. Born into a wealthy 
Spanish family, she ran away to join a Carmelite Convent and worked hard to 
found new religious houses across Spain which attracted many disciples. Give 
thanks for the courage of all who set off in new directions, especially the 
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young, many of whom are leaving home just now to begin jobs or new 
courses. May they be safe and filled with hopeful expectation. 

16th Nicholas Ridley, Bishop of London, and Hugh Latimer, Bishop of 
Worcester, Reformation martyrs, 1535. Both burned at the stake for 
refusing to support the monarchs who were engaged in Reformation 
manoeuvring for power and control. Give thanks for their staunchness of 
conscience and faith. Remember all worldwide who are still persecuted for 
their faith centuries later. 

17th lgnatius, Bishop of Antioch, Martyr, c107. Born in Syria, he 
moved to Antioch on the border with Turkey from where he wrote many 
letters to Christian congregations, letters which are amongst the earliest 
treasures of the Christian church. Pray for Christians throughout the Middle 
East that they may hold fast to their faI.th under persecution and for an end 
to the wars which have plagued these lands for so long. 

18th Luke, the Evangelist. Chartered the spread of the Gospel in the 
eastern Mediterranean in his Acts of the Apostles. A dear friend of the apostle 
Paul, who described him as "the beloved physician." His Gospel narrates the 
life of Christ from Nazareth to his death and resurrection but as a gentile, 
Luke makes it clear that the good news of Salvation I.s for all, regardless of 
gender, social position or nationality. 

25th Bible Sunday. Give thanks for the ready availability of the bible, 
for our freedom and capacity to read it and for its importance to us. 
Remember the sacrifices and courage of all who have brought it to us and 
pray for those who would like to read it but, for whatever reason, cannot do 
so. 

End of British Summer Time. As we adjust to the changing 
seasons may we keep in mind those for whom the winter can be 
difficult particularly the elderly and homeless. Give thanks for the 
fallow, cleansing time which the darker days force on the land and 
on us. 

26th Alfred, King of the West Saxons, Scholar, 899. Alfred ended the 
constant threat of Danish domination in the British Isles, establishing peace 
and stability in Church and State. Basing his own life on the compassion and 
love of Christ, he evolved a legal code founded on Christian merry and justice. 
Give thanks for his example of Christian love in action and pray that all of us 
may try to follow. 

27th Wedding. Pray for Ance and Matthew  as they come to be married 
today at St Katharine’s, that the joy of their special day will sustain them in 
their lives together. 

28th Simon and Jude. Give thanks for the precious corner stones of 
faith God has laid through them. 

31st Martin Luther, Reformer, 1546. Ordained priest in an order of 
Augustinian hermits but became dissatisfied with the ritual and worship 
patterns of the church especially its emphasis on sin and the necessity for 
penance which had to be earned. Martin objected to the power the clergy had 
through imposing pecuniary penances, a source of income since mediaeval 
times. His views were ignored of course, sparking him to initiate the 
Reformation which spread through Europe, attempting to recover the moral 
life of Jesus, one of humility, sacrifice, compassion and love. Ask for grace to 
discern this path and courage to follow. 

Faithful God, give us the will to persist in prayer that those who 
stray from your path may be brought to faith. Amen. 

(Prayer set for the day appointed to celebrate Monica, Mother of Augustine of 
Hippo.) 
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We would like to extend a HUGE thank you to all those who supported 
us during lockdown! Whether it was a bottle of wine, some ready meals, 

or your regular meat delivery, it has been hugely appreciated!! 
 

So why not come down and visit our new outdoor extension - The Gardens @ Retreat, 
come rain or shine we have you covered on our lawn, patio or deck. 
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DIAGNOSTICS - CAMBELTS 

MOT WORK - TYRES 

EXHAUSTS 

4X4s - DIESELS ETC 

ARCON / SERVICE 

 

Back of 75 Chorley New Road 

(Just off Beatrice Street) 

 Horwich, BL6 7QA 

 

Tel 01204 694444 

 

O LD M ETHO DI ST CHURCH 
21  M ARKET STREET,  ADLI NG TO N, PR7 4HE  

 
 
 
 
 

Bal l oon i n  a Box  
Bal l oon Pr i nt i ng  

Besp ok e Vi nyl  Pr i nt  Bal l oons  
Stuf f i ng Bal l oons  

Pers onal i sed Sashes 
Hel i um Hi re  

 

D el ivery  Se rv ice  Avai lab le  

BALLOONS,  PART Y GOODS 
FANCY DRESS & ACCESSORIES  

FOR ALL OCCASIONS  

CENTRAL HEATING 
Engineer & Plumber 

 

Reasonable Rates 
 

07510879655 
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A FAMILY RUN INDEPENDENT BUSINESS 

OFFERING PERSONAL SERVICE AT AFFORDABLE PRICES 
 

* Available 24 hours a day 

* Private Chapels 

*  Home visits 

*  Eco funerals 

* Pre-paid funeral plans 

* Memorial masonry 
 

 

81 MASON STREET,  

HORWICH,  BL6 5RB 

TEL:  01204 694999 
enquiries@deighansfunerals.co.uk 
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S.E.D.Roofing 
 

 

Slating, tiling, lead work,  
Pointing ridge tiles, chimneys,  

Guttering, dry verges and dry ridges.  

 

For a free estimate 
Tel: 01257 435431 
or 07957 259043  

Painter and Decorator 
Residential, Retail and Commercial Properties 

 

30 years experience  
City & Guilds Qualified 

 

Competitive Rates               7 Days a week 
FREE Estimates  FREE Advice and Guidance 

 

REDUCED RATES FOR OAP’S 
For a professional, friendly and informative service 

 

Call 01204 695900  
72 Harrison Crescent, Blackrod 

 

106 CHURCH STREET, BLACKROD 

TEL: 01204 667700 
200 Watt high powered vertical & horizontal sunbeds 

Call and meet our friendly staff 

All Beauty Treatments available  

NEW - IPL Permanent Hair removal 
and Skin rejuvenation 

Gift Vouchers ~ Acrylic Nails ~ Pamper yourself  

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 9am - 8pm 
Saturdays 9am - 4pm. 

Your Local Electrician and Plumber 

For  a l l  your  E lec tr ica l,  Heat ing  
and P lum bing needs ca l l  Tom  on  

01257 485188 or 07494 550297 

Painter & Decorator 
Est 1981 
 
 

07746792769 
Philipalker@icloud.com 

Est: 1985 

Hair At Home 
Perms, Shampoo 

and Sets,  
Cut and Blow Dry's Etc.  

For Appointments, Prices 
and Enquiries  

Please Telephone Julie  
on 07510 694478  
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PETER ’S  

HOUSE SERVICES 
 

OFFERED: Painting,  

Carpet Deep Cleans,  

Re-let Property Cleans, 
Small items removed. 

 

Pressure Washing, 

Oven Cleaning, 

Basic Cleaning 
 

27 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
 

Phone 07843 921159 
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S.E.D. JOINERY 
 

Hardwood, Softwood or UPVC 
Windows and Doors 

UPVC Fascia & Soffits 
Blown or failed double glazed 

units replaced 
 

For a free estimate 
Tel: 01257 435431 or 07957 259043 

 

 

The Woollen Hideaway 
We’ve moved - New Address!  

The Long Room, Babylon Lane, 
Adlington, PR6 9NR 

 
 

Wool  Buttons  Patterns  Needles  Ribbon 
 

OPEN: Tuesday to Saturday 9am to 4pm 
Late night Thursday to 9pm 

 
 

Mob:  07890 700727   Tel: 01257 485693 
Email: barbararudd56@gmail.com 
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DOOTSONS 
TELEVISIONS 

 

Digital - Hifi - Electrical 
Sales and Service 

 

All makes of TV inc. Sony,  
Panasonic, Toshiba, Samsung 

 

New or Pre-owned 
Plasma and LCD or LED 

 

More than 50 Years of Service 
1963 - 2019 

 

Still at 4, Station Road 

Blackrod 

Tel: 01204 697419 

Email: dootsonstv@uwclub.net 

 

Qualified, Professional 
 

VIOLIN & VIOLA 
TUITION 

Barbara Taylor ALCM 
 

Any age. Beginners welcome. 
 

Telephone: 01204 692944 

PILATES  
Mondays at: 4pm - 5pm 

5.15pm - 6.15pm 
6.30pm -7.30pm  

in St Katharine’s Church upper room. 
For more details contact Janina 

on 07912 934407 
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BLACKROD HOUSE 
Residential Care Home for the Elderly 

With Specialist Dementia Care Unit  

Experienced, well trained staff  
provide 24 hour care in a friendly  

and homely environment. 

Chorley  Road 
Blackrod 
Bolton BL6 

Tel: 01204 690287/227736  
blackrodhouse@sky.com 

www.blackrodhouse.co.uk 

Residential / Dementia Care  
Long Term / Respite Available 

Contact us for details 
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ALL MEMBERS & NON-MEMBERS 
ARE WELCOME AT THE HILLTOPS!!  

 

Bowl ing Green -  Snooker  -  Darts  

The Club is available for any function, any day 
(excl. Saturday evenings) 

 

 

The ideal venue for WEDDINGS, CHRISTENINGS,  

FUNERALS and all those SPECIAL OCCASIONS 

Our Function Room can accommodate 

up to 130 people 
To Book please telephone 01204 697010 -  

 after 7pm weekdays, after 11am at weekends 

The Hilltops will be closed  
for the foreseeable future. 

 

This is to fall in line with 
the current situation. 

 

Hope you all stay safe and well   
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Blackrod Community Walking Group  
Blackrod to Middlebrook Circular Walk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s some time since we started a walk from Blackrod so, on a rather overcast 
morning we met at St Katharine's for a 10am start. Setting off down St 
Katherine's Drive to Whitehall Lane and then on to the A6, we headed towards 
the footpath leading through Blackrod Station and onto Station Road.  At Moss 
Lane we turned right. At the point where the lane goes under the M61 we took 
the path towards the bridge over the railway line. 

Turning immediately left at the far side of the bridge we followed the track 
alongside the line for about half a mile. Where the path diverges from the rail 
line we continued over the fields to the motorway footbridge. From here you 
can see Bolton Wanderers' Stadium and the sun had just come out so it was 
jackets off. 

After crossing the motorway we continued along the signposted route to 
Middlebrook. Luckily the path had been cleared as the vegetation on either 
side was about waist high. At the railway footbridge we all stopped on the 
steps to watch one of the new Northern CAF electric trains pass by. We could 
now see Middlebrook and soon arrived on Aspinall Way opposite Next. Turning 
right we headed towards Horwich Parkway station, passing the police station 
and Bolton Arena on the way. Just before the station we took the public 
footpath on the left which brought us out onto De Havilland Way where we 
turned right. 

After a couple of hundred yards, the footpath sign took us down some very 
rough steps towards the stile at the end of the path. Here the path divides and 



23 

 

E ve nt s!!  
We have been trying to work out how to salvage something from our big 
event of the year – the Christmas Fair - which has brought so much pleasure 
and income over the years and massively helped our finances.  

After a lot of discussion it has been agreed it will not be possible to run our 
big Christmas Raffle this year but hopefully we shall be back bigger and 
stronger in 2021! 

However, we are hoping to have a pop -up stall operating for four Saturday 
mornings before Christmas selling something different each week. The bakers 
are ready, the crafters are putting finishing touches to their efforts, books are 
being dusted off and planters are being planted up as we speak.  We just 
need to identify the best place to “pop up”!!  

There will be posters around the village and on social media, so keep your 
eyes open and treat yourself to something special. 

Missing Cake Tin!! Beth very kindly made us a lovely cake for the 
Spring Fair and delivered it to church in a silver coloured cake tin which was 
the middle one of a set of three. During the preparation for lockdown this 
went missing and someone may have taken it home.  If you did, please get 
in touch with Jean H and I will arrange the return to Beth.  Really sorry about 
this Beth, let’s hope it turns up. 

we turned right. We headed back towards the motorway footbridge we had 
used earlier. This was our coffee stop and a sit down on the steps all socially 
distanced. 

Back over the bridge we turned left along the path leading through the woods 
ahead, then continued to the A6 Manchester Road just past the Mercure Hotel. 
Crossing the road we headed south towards the footpath sign opposite the 
Brinsop car park. 

This track took us through a small wood at the end of which was the access 
road to Brinsop Hall. Some of us avoided the flood and mud on the road by 
taking a very muddy short cut while 
others tackled the water. 

We then turned right and walked across 
the fields onto Scot Lane. Crossing the 
lane we followed the path on the left 
through Yates' farm out into the fields. 
Our direction now took us to Gorses farm 
passing through their yard and on 
towards Freezeland farm. Here we 
followed the signposted route across the 
fields, passing Sibberings farm, towards 
St Katharine's which we could see in the 
distance. At the farm access road we 
turned right and across the field by the 
cricket club and back to St. Katharine's. 

Due to the current Covid restrictions 
future walks are on hold, but we will be 
back as soon as possible.  

David and Dilys. 
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PCC NEWS 

The PCC met on 14th September for the first time since March and, while 
observing the social distancing advice and wearing face masks, were able to 
discuss current issues and make decisions on behalf of the Parish. Several 
important decisions had been made during the restrictions using email and 
“virtual” meetings, so it was beneficial to finally meet together in church. 

Although many events and social gatherings have been put on hold until 
restrictions are eased, the life of the church goes on. Services continue on 
Sundays and plans were discussed for baptisms, weddings, funerals as well as 
Harvest Festival, Sunday School, Messy Church, Confirmation, and of course – 
Christmas! 

For the fabric of St Katharine’s - various work is needed in the near future for 
the Organ, and the Chisenhale Hatchment, and the East end of the building. 
Watch out for a cherry picker operating on this part of the church - not 
something you see everyday! 

Bills still need to be paid and PCC Treasurer, Jean Hibbert, explained the 
current state of the finances, with grateful thanks for all the support this year.  
The PCC agreed to borrow from the savings account in order to pay the third 
quarter of the Parish Share, and it is hoped that this will be repaid to the 
savings as soon as possible when funds permit. 

The meeting ended with thanks to Revd Angela, the churchwardens, Treasurer 
and Secretary, for their continued work during the restrictions.      Mary Pryle 

 

MONEY MATTERS 

Hello again, I hope you are safe and well.  More difficult days ahead with the 
lockdown but we stay positive and look to the future. Thank you once again 
for your continued support for St Katharine’s during these difficult days and 
keeping us afloat financially.  Your envelopes and donations can be dropped 
off in church now on Tuesdays between 10-11am and at the Sunday service, 
so they can be processed. During the last month we have received £1,088 
through the envelope scheme, £58 in collections and £2,166 by standing 
order.   

If you would like to make a donation in memory of a loved one, or in 
thankfulness for a celebration, just write your dedication on the front of an 
envelope with your offering inside and pop that in the plate too. 

Lent boxes  Many thanks to all who have handed them in so far.  There 
are just a couple of Lent boxes still out there - £263.68 has been collected so 
far. 

Envelopes New  boxes of envelopes are now  ready for collection in 
church and they start from 1st November.  Just pop in when church is open 
and collect yours – if you want me to deliver your box just give me a ring on 
01204 691575 – thank you.   

Donations online  I f you know  of anyone wanting to support us 
financially with a “one-off” gift please let them know that there is now a 
Donate button on our website – under “Support Us” on the banner 
www.stkatharine.net  Many thanks to Mary P. and Stuart Howard for sorting 
this out for us. Any queries please have a word with me, Jean Hibbert. 

http://www.stkatharine.net
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BLACKROD HISTORY GROUP  

Thank you very much for the feedback received about last 
month’s newsletter. The certificate from the Mayor brought many 
congratulations, and Freda’s article was very warmly received, 
many thanks to Freda for her work. 

The photograph that I added in order to illustrate the many stone cottages 
that have been lost in Church Street caused quite a stir and John Green sent 
us this information about the photograph:  Bob Moss’s shop was directly 
opposite the Church gates with the bay window and adjacent to Freda’s farm. 

Freda mentioned the two butchers in Church Street. Frank Walker’s premises 
and slaughter house were previously owned by another butcher, Cornelius 
Johnson, whose daughter, Jessie, had a hairdressing business in one of the 
adjacent cottages. There was also a newsagent, Billy Strickland, in one of the 
other cottages. It eventually became Albert Carr’s electrical shop.  

Perhaps some other Blackrodians will remember these?  Please feel free to 
email me with other names of shops that you remember  
jeanrosslowe@googlemail.com 

Dorothy Speak has also kindly let us have a peek at her Covid 19 experience 
which involves a local school.  Her piece is also attached and a big thank you 
to Dorothy. 

A Coronavirus Experience 

March 2020 – (Covid 19 Pandemic) Great Britain and the rest of the world 
were in lockdown especially senior citizens as they were affected most. I was 
home alone as were many other people, and to get some correspondence 
from the Village Primary School children sure was a light in the dark days. 
Each Saturday with my morning newspaper was a little something from the 
children who were left at school because their parents were key workers. 

The first was a card in the form of a tea pot with a tea bag inside saying 
“thinking of you, have a drink on us”, and each week after that I received a 
little note from each child, with name, age and what they were doing. All very 
interesting along with being something to look forward to. 

I have sent cards back in encouragement and appreciation, then I decided to 
tell them about my days at the very same school, it was then called Blackrod 
Secondary Modern. 

To Children and Staff at Blackrod Primary School 

Thank you for your letters, I enjoyed reading them and finding out what you 
are all learning, also the jokes that did make me laugh.  So, I thought that I 
would like to tell you about my school days at Blackrod Secondary Modern: 

I started there at the age of eleven in 1947 and the headmaster was Mr. 
Donovan Berry a very well-liked school headteacher who started a different 
way of learning than most schools. We had a project on farming, a project on 
gardening, along with other projects and all the different subjects brought in 
maths, history, drawing etc. 

A local farmer by the name of John Marshall, whose farm was called Vause 
House Farm, agreed that we could visit each week to see what was happening 
on the Farm. One particular week I remember one of his pigs had given birth 
to a litter of nineteen baby piglets, each week we went to weigh them. Back at 
school we drew graphs of each individual piglet to check how they were 
growing. 
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The mother pig did not like to be separated from piglets and they likewise. 
When we got hold of them, they would squeal and I never forgot the lovely 
feeling of its soft warm skin, it was a beautiful experience. 

Taking the Shire Horse down to Mr Lol Harts, the blacksmiths in Adlington, to 
have some new horseshoes, then back at school we had to write about it and 
calculate what each individual shoe had cost. 

Project on gardening – The garden was situated where the cars are parked 
today, with just a small play area for the girls which was marked out for 
netball as we were in a league. In the garden we grew lots of different types of 
vegetables and flowers. We looked at catalogues for seeds of our own choice, 
with advice from the headmaster. The seeds were posted to us and when they 
came to fruition, we would learn how to cook the vegetables and if there was a 
glut they were sold and that gave us the money to buy more seeds.   

We also had three beehives and we were taught how to look after them, we 
had to take turns to have all the special nets on so that we did not get stung.  
We learned how to extract the honey which was sold, and also the benefits of 
honey. We kept poultry and Angora rabbits that were plucked every so often, 
we would tease the fur and then onto the hand spinning wheel to spin some 
angora wool, making it into some garment at a later date. 

We had a rota for looking after the livestock at the weekends, the cockerel 
was to say the least very frightening as he would fly at whoever was feeding 
them, so we always had to carry a stick to protect ourselves from him. 

The teachers decided that he was too naughty for us to contend with, so he 
had to be killed and a farmer’s son, George Ashworth, would do it. A small tin 
bath was taken from the domestic science room to put him in and then bring 
him to be plucked and cleaned.  

I had the honour of doing that job as I had done it before at home. I started to 
pluck the tail feathers out and all of a sudden the cockerel made a crowing 
noise and we all were screaming thinking that it was not dead, but as the 
teacher explained to us there would be some air left in his windpipe which 
produced the noise, never the less, none of us ever 
forgot that day. 

My old school friend reminds me of that occasion from 
time to time. At last the cockerel was oven ready, we 
had a cookery lesson on how to cook roast chicken and 
I can tell you he was very 
good! 

The girls also did woodwork, I 
made a coffee table and a 
table lamp in Mr. Harry 
Speak’s class. Heads from 
other schools would visit us to 
see how the new scheme was 
working. 

That is only a small insight into 
my very happy days at school. 
I hope that you enjoy reading 
about my days at your school. 
Stay safe and take care 
everyone. 

Dorothy Speak.  

Above: 
Colin the Pottery Cockerel made by Dorothy 
at CreateBolton, 2020. 
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THE PARISH MAGAZINE 

NEXT ISSUE - November 2020 

Please give in items for the next 
issue by 15th October 

Please send all items by e-mail to: 
marypryle@yahoo.co.uk 

The Editorial Committee will approve 
the articles submitted.  

Thank you to everyone who has 
contributed to this issue. 

Coronavirus Self-isolation 

We hope to continue to produce the 
magazine during this time of self-
isolation. Unfortunately we are not 
able to print and deliver it as usual, 
but hope many of you are seeing it 
via the website. Please feel free to 
pass it on electronically to friends 
and family.  

If you know of anyone who 
might like to receive a paper 
copy please get in touch.  

If you have any stories or messages 
you would like us to include, please 
send them in via the website, or by 
email. Thank you. 

Please note - the cut-off date is also 
for donations given in memory of 
loved ones, if you wish an 
acknowledgement to appear in the 
next magazine.  

Advertisements 
Advertising space in this publication 
is sold in good faith and the editorial 
team take no responsibility for the 
quality of goods or services offered. 
 
Data protection 
We would be grateful if you could 
check with the editorial committee 
before re-publishing information 
from this magazine. 
Anything which is re-published on 
social media sites or the local 
newspapers could be in 
contravention of copyright, or 
personal rights.  Thank you. 

READINGS FOR 
OCTOBER 

(Year A) 

4th:  Trinity 17 
Reading:   Isaiah 5. 1-7 
Psalm 80. 9-17 
Reading:  Philippians 3. 4b-14 
Gospel:  Matthew 21. 33-end 

11th:  Harvest Festival 

Reading:  Joel 2. 21-27 
Psalm 126 
Reading:  1 Timothy 6. 6-10  
Gospel:  Matthew 6. 25-33 

18th: Saint Luke - Trinity 19 
Reading: Isaiah 35. 3-6 
Psalm 147. 1-7 
Reading: 2 Timothy 4. 5-17 
Gospel: Luke 10. 1-9 

25th: Last Sunday after Trinity 
Reading: Leviticus 19. 1-2, 15-18 
Psalm 1 
Reading: 1 Thessalonians2. 1-8 
Gospel: Matthew 22. 34-end 

 

Cartoon time 



 

28 

GIVEN IN MEMORY 

This month we acknowledge gifts given to our church including the following 
£2,030 given in memory of loved ones………… 

Memorial Fund: 

In loving memory of Gerry Kay from Carol and his family 

Donations were also received in memory of Gerry from: 

Mary Yates; J & E J Cartwright; Charlie & Ruby Parr; Kathy & Ron Berry; M & 
A Fordham;  K Westhead; F & I Wignall and others via Liveseys Funeral 
Service. 

In loving memory of John Rawlinson from Edna 

and donations in memory of John also from the following: 

for a dear brother from Dorothy; from his sister-in-law and family;  Barbara, 
Nick and family; Betty Mather; Andrew & Gwyneth Pendlebury; F & A Speak; 
Brenda & Geoff; Robert, Christine and Hayley Wood; Sheila & Ian; Ruth 
Sharrock; Joyce and Arthur Whittle and family; Pat, Stephen, Karen & Family; 
Brodie, Elaine & family; Dakota & Jonathan; Sue Parry; Barbara & Ken;  
Duncan & Barbara Worsley; Anon 

In loving memory of Joyce Heyes from Ralph and family 

In memory of Nellie Whittle from Brian, Ernest and Kath. 

Organ Fund  

In loving memory of David - missed every day - from Sylvia and family 

Hymn Books  

The families of Gerry Kay and Nellie Whittle have also dedicated hymn books 
in their memory, and the dedications will be completed shortly. 

Thank you   

Carol, Andrew and Michael would like 
to thank everyone for all their 
support during Gerry’s illness which 
has helped them so much over a 
long period of time. 

Special thanks to all those who stood 
outside church on the day of his 
funeral, it was a great help to us all.  
God bless. 

Are you thinking of 
making a will?  

Willaid is being offered again in 
November and you can register now 
with a local solicitor if this is 
something you need to do. 

Just visit www.willaid.org.uk   

ICO – Information Commissioners Office 

Gerry Kay was our leader in anything to do with GDPR (Data Protection) and 
did a wonderful of job of keeping us informed and updated as changes 
occurred.  With Gerry’s passing, Ellis Collier has offered to take on the role of 
ICO representative and we are very grateful to him for representing St 
Katharine’s and keeping us on the straight and narrow.  Thank you Ellis. 

http://www.willaid.org.uk
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THE PARISH REGISTERS 
 

~ FUNERALS ~ 
With love and sympathy for family and friends 

 

Alan Wolstencroft 

Aged 83 years. 

Funeral on Tuesday 29th September 2020. 

Service and Cremation at Overdale. 

 

Esther Holmes 

Aged 87 years. 

Funeral on Wednesday 30th September 2020. 

Service in St Katharine’s Church,  

Followed by Burial in Blackrod Cemetery. 

CONFIRMATION SERVICE 

Sunday 18th October at 3 pm at St Katharine’s Blackrod 

This year nine young people from our Team Churches will be Confirmed at St 
Katharine’s by the Bishop of Bolton. Please keep them all in your prayers as 
they take this next step. 

Can You Help?  
Ruby and Charlie Parr have been organising our annual 
Lent collection for USPG for some years now and are 
hoping to pass it on to new volunteers. 

Under different names over the years, and now known 
as United Society Partners in the Gospel, USPG has 

been in existence since 1701, working in Africa, Asia, Brazil and the 
Caribbean, carrying out pastoral ministry, helping with education and more 
latterly, medical work. 

Boxes are given out to our supporters at the start of Lent and collected at the 
end and usually around £200 is raised. 

It would be wonderful if someone could take on this role – Ruby and Charlie 
will tell you all about it if you give them a ring on 01204 468446.  Many 
thanks. 
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ALAN WOLSTENCROFT 

16th July 1937 - 15th September 2020 

It was with great sadness that we learned of the 
death of the Venerable Alan Wolstencroft. 

Many of you will have known him far better than I 
did, and have more experience of his ministry than I 
had, but it has truly been a great privilege to have 
known him since I came to Blackrod and to have 
been both his colleague and a recipient of his 
friendship and ministry. 

He was the first person to contact me when news of 
my appointment was announced, welcoming me on 
behalf of my new church family and Carol, Heather 
and Jean Douglas, and offering his support in my 
future ministry. 

He has been such a wise counsel and I, and many others, will miss him 
indeed. Throughout his life he has spoken of God’s greatness and mercy 
and set us an example of true humble service. Now he rests in God’s nearer 
presence.  

I know you will join Peter and I in sending prayers and thoughts to Christine 
and their children, Jeremy and Elspeth, and their families. 

God bless you Alan, a good and faithful servant. 

Angela 

 

On 29th September 2020, the Feast of St Michael & All Angels, Alan would 
have celebrated his 50th Anniversary of Ordination to the Priesthood. 

On his 40th Anniversary he gave this written acknowledgement: 
 
“With grateful thanks to all the people and clergy colleagues who 

have shared and supported the ministry entrusted to me during 

the past forty happy years at: 
 

 St Thomas, Halliwell, Bolton 1969-71 

 All Saints, Stand, Whitefield 1971-73 

 St Martin, Wythenshawe 1973-80 

 St John the Divine, Brooklands, Sale 1980-91 

 The Deanery of Withington 1978-91 

 Chaplaincies at Wythenshawe Hospital 

 Bolton Royal Infirmary and Theatre Chaplain  

 St Peter with Holy Trinity, Bolton 1991-98  

 The Archdeaconry of Manchester 

   and Manchester Cathedral 1998-2004 

To the clergy and people of St Katharine ’s who have made us 

welcome in retirement; and to all the people at St Anne ’s, Clifton, 

who nurtured my vocation.”  
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CHIROPODIST 
Denise Thompson 

MSSCh MBChA 
 

Visiting Practice 
Professional Advice Given 

 

Please telephone for an appointment 
 

Mobile 07956 513377 

N.A.F.D.    Established 1848            B.I.E. 
 

The Livesey  
Funeral Service 

 

Church Street, Horwich,  
BL6 7BR 

Tel: 01204 696311 
 

Independent Family Owned and Run Business 
Golden Charter pre-paid funeral plans available 

 

 

http://www.phillipsbutchers.com 
 

Memorial Masons 
 

New Memorials ~ Inscriptions 
Cleaning ~ Renovations 

 

Office and Showroom 
Unit 6, Blackrod Industrial Estate 

Scot Lane, Blackrod 
 

Telephone: 01942 832176 
 

Home Visits by Arrangement
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6 Blackhorse Street, Blackrod 
Tel. 01204 692309 

 

OPEN 7 Days a week. 8am - 10pm 
 

Services:- 
   Lottery    Cash machine    News 
Fruit and Vegetables    Groceries  

Off Licence    Stationery 
 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
 

 
 
 
 
 

POST  OFFICE  
Postal Services, Cash deposits, Moneygram 

Postal Orders, Car Tax, 
E Top Ups, Electronic bill payment 

Pre-order travel Money 
Euro and US Dollar currency 

 


