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DIRECTORY

Registered Charity No: 1144084

The Team Ministry: Blackrod, Daisy Hill, Westhoughton & Wingates
Vicar:

The Revd Angela Wynne, St Katharine’s Vicarage
Blackhorse Street, Blackrod, BL6 5EN Tel: 01204 468150
Email: Revawynne@gmail.com

Retired Clergy: (Honorary Assistant Clergy with Bishop’s permission to officiate)
Revd Carol McCabe, Revd Heather Sharp, The Ven Alan Wolstencroft

SUNDAYS at 11am
Due to social distancing, places are limited
at the moment, please book a seat
if you would like to attend

Please ring

01204 468150

Ring 01204 456619 after 4pm Tuesdays
SAFEGUARDING We are committed to safeguarding children, young people, victims of
domestic abuse and vulnerable adults. If you have any concerns please contact: Vicar:
Revd Angela Wynne on 01204 468150
St Katharine’s Safeguarding Officer: Helen Gambles - 01942 832255
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer: Abbey Clephane-Wilson - 0161 828 1451

Who’s Who at St Katharine’s
Churchwardens:

Valerie Marron
01204 456619
Janet Hollick
01942 731164
Deputy Churchwarden:
Margaret Ryding
01204 270422
PCC Secretary:
Mary Pryle
01204 697763
PCC Treasurer:
Jean Hibbert
01204 691575
Deputy PCC Treasurer: Bob Chapman /Mike Hollick 01204 697413/ 01942 731164
Gift Aid/Charity Commission: Chris Skinner
01204 691097
Electoral Roll Officer:
Sheila Kinrade
01204 695642
Health & Safety: Mike Hollick/ Sheila Kinrade
01942 731164/ 01204 695642
Organist/Choir Trainer:
Garyth Ingram
01942 859183
Child Protection: Helen Gambles/ Janet Hollick
01942 832255/01942 731164
Church flowers:
Jean Brandon
07840 333551
Bellringers:
Michael Kay
01204 691544
Men’s Fellowship:
Robert Long
01204 295427
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE:

Email: stkatharineschurch@btconnect.com

Contact:

Websites:

Sylvia Gregory
01204 468716

Sunday School
(Suspended for now)
Messy Church

www.stkatharine.net
www.westhoughtonchurches.org.uk
Facebook: St. Katharine’s Church, Blackrod
A Church Near You: https:/ /
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16047/

(Suspended for now)
Messy Church at Home
https://
www.messychurch.org.uk/
resources/messy-church-homeideas

THE PARISH MAGAZINE:
Editorial:
Mary Pryle 01204 697763
Advertising: Margaret Ryding/ Elaine McNabb
01204 270422/ 468278
Distribution: Colin Chater and Ian Davies
01204 697338/ 693589
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Dear Friends,
When I moved to Blackrod nearly four years ago, I was given
an orchid plant by a well-wisher in the parish. Orchids are
beautiful and exotic and such good value because they flower
for weeks. Did you know that we grow them upside down? In
their natural habitat they would be hanging by their roots from
trees and rocks and the flowers would be underneath!
I always believed that orchids were hard to grow but I
remembered that my father-in-law had successfully nurtured
an orchid and it had flowered again. He said the secret was to
leave it alone and not to over water. That’s my sort of plant!
The first year I kept the orchid in the kitchen, which I find to
be a good environment for plants with its steamy atmosphere. I didn’t
overwater and I was very pleased when it flowered! I expected another flower
the next year but nothing happened. There were more roots and leaves but no
shoots. I intended to repot but I was advised not to. “Don’t give it too much
light.” I was told, “Just spray it a fine mist to emulate its natural conditions.”

By this time I had acquired another orchid as a gift and that also had shown
no sign of flowering. I moved them both to different locations, thinking
perhaps a sunny kitchen windowsill was not the best place. For months,
nothing but the odd new leaf and roots. I was nearly giving up but then
gradually over these lockdown weeks a flower stem has emerged at last from
the leaves, first on the original one and then on the other!! The conditions
must be just right at last. I am now looking forward to seeing the buds
develop and bloom.
Orchids like to have a dormant period between flowerings, to be at their best.
This lockdown has plunged us into a dormant period in our personal lives
including our church life but this has also enabled shoots of new life to emerge
from us. There has been a flowering of kindness in our communities, a
widespread appreciation of key workers, a reawakening of what’s important in
life.

In our church life friendships have blossomed through technology, old and
new; there’s been a rallying round to help those who are vulnerable or having
a hard time at present; there’s also been a blossoming of new skills through
our online services. Who would have thought this a year ago? The lockdown is
not a happy time and Covid-19 has brought sadness and grief to many and
continues to do so. Many of us have felt that our lives are on hold, dormant,
and we’re waiting for this time to pass.
But this time could just be the right time for us to hear the voice of the Holy
Spirit prompting us without the clamour of our usual busyness. The conditions
might be just right for new callings to be heard and new ideas to form and
new ministries to grow. In another year’s time what will we say - “Who
knew?” It will be some time before we can do all the things we’ve been used
to doing in the past but let’s have faith and trust in God to produce those new
shoots which could just produce better blooms than previously.
I hope and pray that all is well with you and your families but if you’re
struggling, don’t suffer in silence. Pick up the phone, email someone you
trust, Carol and I are here for you, so please don’t hesitate to get in touch.
It’s good to talk.
God bless and keep safe, Angela.
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SUNDAY SERVICES
There is now a service of public worship at St Katharine’s each week at 11am.
There will not be a midweek service at the moment.
Book a Place P laces are limited due to the social distancing and
cleaning arrangements. If you wish to attend a service on Sundays you will
need to book a seat.
You can do this by ringing Valerie on 01204 456619 from 4pm on Tuesdays,
and through the week until the places are filled.
What to expect Services w ill be a little different to the “normal”. There
will be music although we are not able to sing hymns at the current time.
There is no coffee shop after the services, and those attending are asked to
leave the church immediately following the service, and not to stop to chat.
See full details in the weekly newsletter available on the website.
Face masks The w earing of face coverings has changed from being
"strongly advised" to mandatory for everyone, except the minister leading the
service and anyone assisting by reading or preaching etc.

CHURCH OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER
St Katharine’s Church is now open on Tuesdays from 10am to 12 noon for
private prayer, with all necessary precautionary measures in place.
"Individual prayer is defined as a person or household entering the church to
pray on their own and not as part of a group, led prayer or communal act”.
A big thank you to all those who have responded to the appeal for stewards,
for Sundays and Tuesdays, and a rota has now been put together for the next
few weeks. If you could offer a couple of hours of your time to help please
contact Janet Hollick - 01942 731164. The more the merrier!

JOIN A SERVICE ON-LINE
We are providing on-line services for the whole team during the time when
we cannot all gather in our own churches. You can watch these on the
Youtube channel for the Blackrod, Daisy Hill, Westhoughton and Wingates
Team at:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCDx266HLh9ShYeBJnON8ODg
Or have a look at the website: https://stkatharine.net

‘Prayers for Bolton’

96.5 Bolton FM
Sundays at 11am
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THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

13

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
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Mon

20

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

21

Mon

27

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

29

Tues

Holy Cross Day

Saint Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist

Saint Michael & All Angels

OCTOBER
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Thurs

APCM - Annual Parochial Church Meeting

CONFIRMATION SERVICE
Sunday 18

th

October at 3 pm at St Katharine’s Blackrod

Any candidates who wish to be Confirmed should speak to Rector Carol or
Angela before the 12th September.

Please note, attendance at this service is capped at 30 people. Candidates will
therefore only be able to bring 2 guests with them to the service. There will be
a maximum of 8 candidates.
Confirmation Preparation Classes will be carried out virtually through zoom
conferencing.

HARVEST FESTIVAL Charity Collection
Medicins sans Frontieres
(English Charity Reg. No. 1026588)

The PCC have voted to support the charity Medicins sans
Frontieres (Doctors without Borders) for the Harvest Collection this year.
MSF is an international charity which was created in 1971. It was founded on
the belief that all people have the right to medical care, regardless of gender,
race, religion, creed or political affiliation, and that the needs of these people
outweigh respect for national boundaries.
Since 1980, MSF has opened offices in 28 countries and employs nearly
37,000 people across the world. Since its founding, MSF has treated over a
hundred million patients – with 8.6 million outpatient consultations being
carried out in 2015 alone.
The Charity was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1999 for "pioneering
humanitarian work”.
There will be more information in the October magazine, and you can find out
more at the website www.msf.org.uk or look for the Facebook page.
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St Katharine’s needs you!
New members wanted for the PCC.
Now is the time to be thinking about whether you
can offer a bit of time to help by volunteering as a
member of the PCC.
Here are some Frequently Asked Questions to help
you decide…….
What does it involve?
Being a PCC member involves some decisionmaking on behalf of St Katharine’s Church and the
Blackrod parish. The PCC meets regularly to discuss
current issues.
What happens at a PCC meeting?
Meetings are (usually) held about every six weeks and the Chair (Revd
Angela) puts together an agenda for each meeting. Papers and reports are
distributed to members before the meeting by the Secretary.
Reports include updates:




from the Team – Blackrod, Daisy Hill, Westhoughton and Wingates
from the Churchwardens about the fabric of church (the building,
furniture, the roof, the churchyard, etc)
 from the Treasurer about the state of finances and where the money goes
 from the Sub-committees – Pastoral, Children’s Work, Outreach,
Communications, Health & Safety
 from the Deanery Synod.
This may sound like a lot of work, but open discussion and an understanding
of what is in the best interests, long-term, for the Parish, ensures the right
decisions are made.
Please think about it. If you feel you have time to offer and would like to
support St Katharine’s in this way, we are looking for parishioners with
enthusiasm and ideas who would enjoy being part of this area of parish life.
Meetings happen about once every six weeks and you would be made very
welcome. Contact the Secretary, Mary Pryle, if you have any questions.
How do I add my name to the Electoral Roll?
Being a representative on the PCC is open to everyone on the Electoral Roll.
You can apply to be added to the Electoral Roll of St Katharine’s if:

you are baptized and aged 16 years or over

a member of the Church of England, and resident in the parish.

If not resident in the parish, to have habitually attended worship during
the six months prior to enrolment.

Or, are members in good standing of a Church (not in communion with
the Church of England) which subscribes to the doctrine of the Holy
Trinity declaring themselves to be also members of the Church of
England and having habitually attended public worship in the parish
during the period of six months prior to enrolment.
Please contact Sheila Kinrade, Electoral Roll officer, if you wish to add your
name to the Electoral Roll. Ring 01204 695642.
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ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH (Zoom) MEETING
Thursday 1st October 2020 at 7pm

The APCM will be a bit different this year – apart from being in the Autumn
instead of the Spring. The meeting will be in church but because we only
have a limited number of places due to social distancing, the Diocese are
allowing us to "broadcast" it live via Zoom Conferencing.

We would encourage you to come to church in person as the best option, but
if that's not possible you will be able, for the first time ever, to attend the
meeting from your own armchair!
ZOOM I f you haven’t used Zoom before you don’t need a Zoom account but
you will need to get in touch if you want to join in. Revd Angela, as Chair of
the meeting, will then be able to send you an invitation with a link and ID
number and password. You will need to have internet access with preferably
camera connection, and sound. You can use a smartphone, tablet or
computer.
If you don't have internet and none of the above equipment, it is possible to
use an ordinary landline phone as long as it has push buttons. Let us know if
you want that option. The meeting will start at 7.00pm, and you will need to
be set up before that time.

Please email Mary Pryle to book your place, either in church or on Zoom/
telephone. If you need help with the Zoom option please get in touch and
we'll try to guide you through it.
Electoral Roll Only those persons w hose names are on the current
Electoral Roll of St Katharine’s Church are entitled to be present.
The agenda w ill follow the usual pattern, beginning w ith the Annual
Vestry Meeting at which the Churchwardens are elected for the coming year.
Then follows the APCM with reports from all areas of church life, followed by
the election of PCC members. There are vacancies for six new members this
time. Finally the election of sidespersons.
Please note that only those whose names are entered on the current Electoral
Roll are eligible to vote, and to nominate candidates, as well as to stand for
election themselves.
Nominations are invited fo r the ro les of Churchw ardens, P CC
members, and Sidespersons. Please get in touch if you wish to be included.
The APCM also provides opportunity for parishioners to raise any matter,
provided that their names are entered on the current
Church Electoral Roll.
Please let us have your
questions at least 24 hours before the meeting.

The Annual Report to be presented to the AP CM
is available to all parishioners. This contains reports on
the church building, the PCC, youth, and policies, as
well as the Financial Statement for the year.
We hope you will be able to attend – one way or
another.

The Annual Report will be available on the website, and
A Church Near You in pdf form. If you would rather
have a paper copy please let me know – send me an
email at marypryle@yahoo.co.uk
Thank you, Mary Pryle, PCC Secretary

7

Events!!
We have been trying to work out how to salvage something
from our big event of the year – the Christmas Fair - which has
brought so much pleasure and income over the years and
massively helped our finances.

Sue Parry, Hazel Lord and Jackie Sorry, who together have
masterminded our Christmas Raffle in the past, have offered to
try and put this together, but this time at a distance.
To make this a success we will need your support and help once
again to sell as many tickets as possible throughout the village.
We shall have some great prizes as always and we will work out the logistics
of organising things within the Covid regulations. If you can help please
contact Jean on 01204 691575. More information in the October magazine.
Things to come ……the Toy Service supporting Fort Alice and the NSPCC, and
the Christingle Service, which supports the Children’s Society, both in late
November or early December. More information will follow once we have
thought it all through – you have been so brilliant and supportive in previous
times and these charities need our help more than ever.
Again if you have any thoughts about any of this please share them with Jean
691575 – thank you.

BOLTON HUMANITARIAN AID
In June, Urban Outreach distributed a total of 5001 food
packages which fed 9580 individuals. The food given weighed
the equivalent of 75 small cars. They also distributed gas and
electricity packages supporting 80 households. Urban
Outreach say thank you for your support.
The need continues. Urban Outreach are busy preparing for the impact of
the changes to the Government’s Furlough Scheme, with any fallout this
will bring along with the expected continuing economic downturn. Your help
is still needed. From September you can bring your donations with you
when you come to a Sunday Service. Please place your donations in the
Grub Tub provided.
You can also bring donations:
- To St James’ Daisy Hill, between 10–11am on Saturday 5th September.
- To St John’s Wingates, between 10–11am on Saturdays 5 th & 19th
September.
Current Priority Items Baby wipes and Size 5, 6 and 7 nappies
Also needed Tinned meat, veg, chopped tomatoes, fruit, 500g boxes of
breakfast cereal, Cordial, Long life milk, Custard powder, 1kg bags of rice,
Pasta (500g), Baked beans, Tinned soup, Jars of pasta sauce, Tinned
pulses, Tinned vegetables (sweetcorn, peas, carrots and potatoes), Biscuits,
Tinned fish, Tea, jars of baby food (different ages), Incontinence pads, Male
toiletries, Nappies, Wipes.
You might find it easier to make a financial donation to Urban Outreach.
You can do this via their website https://www.urbanoutreach.co.uk/
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Church in the Time of Covid
What a beautiful Spring we had this year, though it seems so long ago now! My
orchard was a froth of blossom for weeks; garden birds darted in busyness to
get a nest built; seven cygnets hatched on the canal nearby and promise was
in the air. Yet the church stood locked and closed, life and new growth a
seeming impossibility within its walls, in spite of the love and care in the act of
closure.
Grief, loss, anger, bewilderment, dislocation…….just some of the emotions I
experienced being denied access to a spiritual home I had known all my life. I
am sure all churchgoers experienced much the same. A hymn, learned in
childhood, had always assured me of the value of being in church….. “We love
the place, O God, wherein thine honour dwells: the joy of thine abode all
earthly joy excels. It is the house of prayer, wherein thy servants meet; and
thou, O Lord, art there thy chosen flock to greet”. Yet now, no access to this
special place!
No one thought it would go on so long but when it did, I became lost. It was
not so much the building but the fact that it was there that the “flock” gathered
and though, through the wonders of technology and diligence and kindly
ministrations of the clergy, some of the flock were gathered each week for an
online service, it was hard to capture the (unappreciated till now) sense of
togetherness which a service in church had allowed. It was the loss of physical
connection and the sense of servanthood to each other that was gone.
Zooming doesn’t do it for me though I know it is a lifeline for many in isolation.
So was God gone! Of course not, but it was hard to find Him. In the passage in
Kings 19, Elijah is waiting for him up a mountain having felt abandoned.
Similarly this awesome pandemic has put a distance between God and many of
his flock including me. God responds to Elijah with what he actually needs, not
what he is looking for, and to me with a whole host of pointers to another
direction.
Luckily I discovered a rich source of guidance. I am indebted to our online
Services; to thoroughly enjoying Morning Prayer each day from Canterbury
Cathedral (recommended to me by my cousin in Tasmania!) If that is not God
at work in my life, I don’t know what is; to many writers from the Church
Times and to BBC religious broadcasting. I also undertook, to myself, to be a
better correspondent, particularly to all those for whom I had promised to pray
or those just needing a bit of connection. Equally, good friends have kept in
touch and family, of course. So the self-esteem my vanity told me I had had,
is gradually returning along with a renewed friendship with God.
Then the day came when the church could reopen again, not the same yet, but
done with continued loving care and caution of patient church-sitters. I have
returned to that resonant, holy space of St Katharine’s, not yet resonant with
greetings and music but with a quiet welcome and the holiness its stones have
absorbed through centuries of prayer.
Malcolm Guite, a poet who writes in the Church Times, has written a poem on
the subject of returning to church, basing it on Psalm 84 and the psalmist’s
desire to “enter those courts again…. where the swallow hath found her a
house” for an open church, quiet and inviting, can indeed be like “a well”
whose “pools are filled with water”, sustaining and refreshing. May our parish
life return to be sustaining and refreshing for all. With God’s help it will.
by Barbara Worsley
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Praye r Diary for Se pte mber
May Christ, the daystar, dawn in our hearts
and triumph over the shades of dark.
1st Giles of Provence, Hermit, c710. Giles founded a monastery on a
pilgrim route through France which cared for the wounded and those crippled
by disease. He is associated with those outcast from others, particularly
through leprosy, and is their patron saint. Many churches in his name sprang
up on the outskirts of cities, caring for their “rejects”. Pray for all suffering
from blighting diseases and those who care for them, and for greater
acceptance amongst us of difference. Remember the work of The Leprosy
Society.
2nd Martyrs of Papua New Guinea, 1901 & 1942. M artyred during the
Japanese occupation of Malaysia. Give thanks for all who give their lives for the
love of Christ and pray for those persecuted for their faith, especially Christians
in the South Atlantic and Muslim Uighurs in China. Give thanks for our freedom
of expression.
3rd Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, teacher of the faith, 604. Give
thanks for his initiative in sending monks led by Augustine to re-found the
English church. His remarkably ecumenical ministry has made him the
unofficial patron of relations between Anglican and Roman Catholic churches.
Pray that we might be missionary Christians overcoming barriers that still
remain between all Christians. Pray for the Christian church worldwide, for all
who work in it and for all who belong to it, that we may be guided by the Holy
Spirit to re-found our hearts and minds in knowledge, service and love of God.
8th Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary, a festival celebrated throughout
the Christian world. Mary’s birth is described as “the boundary between the old
and new covenants”, ushering in a new dispensation of grace (Matthew 1). Her
bearing of Jesus makes redemption possible for all. Hail Mary, full of grace,
blessed are you and blessed is the fruit of your womb.
9th Charles Fuge Lowder, Priest, 1880. Dedicated to the poor and
destitute in London. Pray for all who work to relieve poverty, loneliness,
homelessness and hunger in the world. Pray for all those reliant on foodbanks;
those forced to sleep on the streets: those isolated by coronavirus or neglect,
and give thanks for all who serve them. May all bring hope from despair. Give
us love in our hearts, keep us serving.
14th Holy Cross Day. The cross has replaced the fish as the universal
symbol of Christians. Faithful God, give us grace to glory in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ, for he is our salvation, our life and our hope.
15th Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, martyr, 258. He gave up a position as
a lawyer to study scripture and become ordained. His refusal to worship pagan
gods under Roman persecution cost him his life. Pray for all whose freedom is
threatened or denied under oppressive laws.
16th Ninian, Bishop of Galloway, Apostle of the Picts, c432. The earliest
- known Scottish saint. Ninian founded a monastery at Whithorn on the Solway
which is still a place of religious pilgrimage. Lord, raise up in this and every
land, heralds and evangelists of your kingdom.
17th Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen, visionary, 1189. A German w riter,
philosopher composer and Christian mystic who claimed to understand God
and creation, sin and redemption through her many visions of light. She saw
herself as “a feather in the breath of God” and worked extensively in His
service despite ill health.
Breathe on (us) breath of God. Fill (us) with life
anew. That (we) may love what thou dost love and do what thou wouldst do.
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19th Theodore of Tarsus, Archbishop of Canterbury, 690. Born in Tarsus
in Greece, he travelled across Europe, benefiting from the intellectual
inheritance of both Greece and Constantinople to become the 8 th Archbishop of
Canterbury and the first to have the willing allegiance of Anglo-Saxon England.
Give thanks for those who have contributed and still do, to shining the light of
Christ in this land.
21st Matthew, the Apostle and Evangelist. He belonged
to a despised group who were tax collectors and seen as
supporting the Roman oppressors. In eating with Matthew,
Jesus scandalised those around him but he knew that mixing
with the despised and with sinners was to know them and to
love them and they him. Thus Matthew was drawn to God.
Open our eyes and hearts, Lord, that we may be ready to
reach out to those less fortunate than ourselves and to see
beauty in brokenness.
23rd, 25th, 26th Ember Days. J esus said, Do you love me? Then feed my
sheep. Pray for all who dedicate themselves to making Jesus known.
25th Lancelot Andrewes, Bishop of Winchester, spiritual writer, 1626.
Bishop of Ely, Chichester and finally of Winchester, he was a man of holiness
and gentleness which endeared him to everyone. He was influential in
translating the Old Testament of the Authorised Version of the Bible. Ask God
for the blessing of holiness and gentleness in us and rejoice in all the blessings
we have.
- Sergei of Radonezh, Russian Monastic Reformer, Teacher of the Faith,
1392. With his brother, Stephen, Sergei founded the famous monastery of the
Holy Trinity near Moscow, re-establishing the community life that had been lost
in Russia after the invasion of the Tartars. He was influential in stopping civil
wars amongst Russian princes. He founded forty monasteries and is regarded
as the greatest of the Russian saints. Give thanks for peacemakers and those
who strengthen communities, binding them together in love. Give thanks for
our own communities and the friendship and support they offer. Pray for
Christians in Russia.
26th Wilson Carlile, Founder of the Church Army, 1942. Concerned at
the lack of contact between the church and the poor, he began outdoor
preaching. Give thanks for those prepared to plant churches in unconventional
places and for those who have come to know God through informal forms of
worship. May we all be prepared to witness in the workplace or wherever
people are hungry for good news, and be constantly open to a God of surprises.
29th St Michael and All Angels. One of the four named biblical angels.
Michael’s name means “who is like God”. He is described as the protector of
Israel and leader of the armies of God, best known for his victory over the
dragon in the Book of Revelation. Thus he is known as the protector of
Christians from evil and particularly at the hour of death. Pray for those
drawing to the end of their life. Give your angels charge of us, O God, to keep
us in all our ways. Psalm 103.
30th Jerome, Translator of the Scriptures, Teacher of the Faith, 420.
Born on the Adriatic coast of Italy, he studied in Rome. Translated the newly
canonised bible into Latin thus making it accessible across the Roman world. He
settled in Bethlehem where he founded a monastery. Give thanks for people of
scholarship and faith for their theological and spiritual gifts.
Pray for us, Lord, that our faith may not fail. Amen.

11

12

Missing Messy Church?
If you’re missing Messy Church here’s a link where
you can find lots of things to do at home. You may
need to get a bit of help from a parent or guardian.
Have a look and see what you can do.
https://www.messychurch.org.uk/resources/
messy-church-home-ideas

RECYCLING - SAVE YOUR CRISP PACKETS!
We are still collecting crisp packets, pet food pouches, and other recycleable
packets. Raising funds for St Katharine’s Church through the scheme with
Terracyle.
Please bring donations on TUESDAYs only, during
the open church sessions between 10am and 12
noon. The collecting bins will be in the church porch
so you will not need to enter church unless you are
attending for private prayer.
Full details of what can and can’t be recycled are in
the flier available on the website at

http://stkatharine.net/
Many thanks to Pat Z for organising.

The collection of stamps
Stamps cannot as yet be left in church as we have had to
clear the surfaces, so just keep them at home and I will let
you know when you can bring them into church.
Thank you. Jean Hibbert

Take a break - Jigsaws on-line
New FREE jigsaws added regularly for local scenes and
items of interest at Jigsaw Planet. See how quickly you
can do the stained glass windows - it’s not easy!

https://www.jigsawplanet.com/BL6Blackrod
https://www.jigsawplanet.com/daisyhillchurch
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B AL L O O N S , P AR T Y G O O D S
F AN C Y D R E S S & AC C E S S O R I E S
F O R AL L O C C AS I O N S
Balloon in a Box
Balloon Printing
Bespoke Vinyl Print Balloons
Stuffing Balloons
Personalised Sashes
Helium Hire

Delivery Service Available

OLD METHODIST CHURCH
21 MARKET STREET, ADLINGTON, PR7 4HE

DIAGNOSTICS - CAMBELTS
MOT WORK - TYRES
EXHAUSTS
4X4s - DIESELS ETC
ARCON / SERVICE
Back of 75 Chorley New Road
(Just off Beatrice Street)
Horwich, BL6 7QA

CENTRAL HEATING
Engineer & Plumber

Reasonable Rates

Tel 01204 694444

07510879655
14

A FAMILY RUN INDEPENDENT BUSINESS
OFFERING PERSONAL SERVICE AT AFFORDABLE PRICES
*
*
*
*
*
*

Available 24 hours a day
Private Chapels
Home visits
Eco funerals
Pre-paid funeral plans
Memorial masonry

81 MASON STREET,
HORWICH, BL6 5RB
TEL: 01204 694999
enquiries@deighansfunerals.co.uk
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We would like to extend a HUGE thank you to all those who supported
us during lockdown! Whether it was a bottle of wine, some ready meals,
or your regular meat delivery, it has been hugely appreciated!!
So why not come down and visit our new outdoor extension - The Gardens @ Retreat,
come rain or shine we have you covered on our lawn, patio or deck.
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PETER’S

HOUSE SERVICES
OFFERED: Painting,
Carpet Deep Cleans,
Re-let Property Cleans,
Small items removed.
Pressure Washing,
Oven Cleaning,
Basic Cleaning
27 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Phone 07843 921159

DOOTSONS
TELEVISIONS
Digital - Hifi - Electrical
Sales and Service
All makes of TV inc. Sony,
Panasonic, Toshiba, Samsung
New or Pre-owned
Plasma and LCD or LED
More than 50 Years of Service
1963 - 2019
Still at 4, Station Road
Blackrod
Tel: 01204 697419
Email: dootsonstv@uwclub.net
17

The Woollen Hideaway
We’ve moved - New Address!
The Long Room, Babylon Lane,
Adlington, PR6 9NR

Wool Buttons Patterns Needles Ribbon
OPEN: Tuesday to Saturday 9am to 4pm
Late night Thursday to 9pm
Mob: 07890 700727 Tel: 01257 485693
Email: barbararudd56@gmail.com

S.E.D. JOINERY
Hardwood, Softwood or UPVC
Windows and Doors
UPVC Fascia & Soffits
Blown or failed double glazed
units replaced
For a free estimate
Tel: 01257 435431 or 07957 259043
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Qualified, Professional

106 CHURCH STREET, BLACKROD
TEL: 01204 667700

VIOLIN & VIOLA
TUITION

200 Watt high powered vertical & horizontal sunbeds

Barbara Taylor ALCM

Call and meet our friendly staff
All Beauty Treatments available
NEW - IPL Permanent Hair removal
and Skin rejuvenation
Gift Vouchers ~ Acrylic Nails ~ Pamper yourself
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 9am - 8pm
Saturdays 9am - 4pm.

Any age. Beginners welcome.

Telephone: 01204 692944

Painter and Decorator

Residential, Retail and Commercial Properties

Your Local Electrician and Plumber

30 years experience
City & Guilds Qualified

F o r a l l yo ur E l ec tr i c a l, H e at i ng
a nd P l um b i ng ne e d s c a l l Tom o n

01257 485188 or 07494 550297

Competitive Rates
7 Days a week
FREE Estimates FREE Advice and Guidance
REDUCED RATES FOR OAP’S
For a professional, friendly and informative service

Call 01204 695900

72 Harrison Crescent, Blackrod

Est: 1985

S.E.D.Roofing
Slating, tiling, lead work,
Pointing ridge tiles, chimneys,
Guttering, dry verges and dry ridges.

Painter & Decorator
Est 1981

For a free estimate
Tel: 01257 435431
or 07957 259043

07746792769
Philipalker@icloud.com
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BLACKROD HOUSE

Residential Care Home for the Elderly
With Specialist Dementia Care Unit

Experienced, well trained staff
provide 24 hour care in a friendly
and homely environment.
Residential / Dementia Care
Long Term / Respite Available
Contact us for details

Chorley Road
Blackrod
Bolton BL6

Tel: 01204 690287/227736
blackrodhouse@sky.com
www.blackrodhouse.co.uk
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ALL MEMBERS & NON -MEMBERS
ARE WELCOME AT THE HILLTOPS!!

Bowling G reen - Snooker - Darts

The Hilltops will be closed
for the foreseeable future.
This is to fall in line with
the current situation.
Hope you all stay safe and well
The Club is available for any function, any day
(excl. Saturday evenings)

The ideal venue for WEDDINGS, CHRISTENINGS,
FUNERALS and all those SPECIAL OCCASIONS
Our Function Room can accommodate
up to 130 people
To Book please telephone 01204 697010 after 7pm weekdays, after 11am at weekends
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Hair At Home
Perms, Shampoo and Sets,
Cut and Blow Dry's Etc.
For Appointments, Prices
and Enquiries
Please Telephone Julie
on 075106944

PILATES

Sign up to support St
Katharine’s when you are
shopping online.
Just go to

Mondays at: 4pm - 5pm
5.15pm - 6.15pm
6.30pm -7.30pm
in St Katharine’s Church upper room.
For more details contact Janina

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
causes/stkatharineschurchblackrod/

on 07912 934407
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SAINT OF THE MONTH - St Michael and All Angels
Michael is an archangel, which is an angel of
high rank. His name means ‘Who is like God.’
Michael
makes
various
appearances
throughout the Bible, from the book of Daniel
to the Book of Revelation.
In the New Testament, Michael leads God's
armies against Satan's forces in the Book of
Revelation, and during the war in heaven he
defeats Satan.
“Then war broke out in heaven. Michael and
his angels fought against the dragon, and the
dragon and his angels fought back. But he was
not strong enough, and they lost their place in
heaven. The great dragon was hurled down that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan,
who leads the whole world astray. He was
hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.”
Revelation 12. 7-9.
“…….Michael, the great prince who protects
your people, will arise. There will be a time of
distress such as has not happened from the
beginning of nations until then.” Daniel 12. 1
Sanctuaries to Michael were built by Christians
in the 4th century, when he was first seen as a
healing angel. Over time his role became one
of a protector and the leader of the army of God against the forces of evil.
The archangel's feast is celebrated on Michaelmas Day, 29 September. The ‘All
Angels’ bit of this feast-day was added in 1969 when Gabriel and Raphael
were included in with Michael.
From early times, Michael’s cult was strong in the British Isles. Churches at
Malmesbury (Wiltshire), Clive (Gloucestershire) and Stanmer (East Sussex)
were dedicated to him. Bede mentions him. St Michael’s Mount in Cornwall
was believed to commemorate a vision there in the 8th century. By the end
of the Middle Ages, Michael had 686 English churches dedicated to him.
In late medieval Christianity, Michael, together with Saint George, became the
patron saint of chivalry and is now also considered the patron saint of police
officers, paramedics and the military.
In art Michael is often depicted as slaying the dragon, as in the 14th century
East Anglican Psalters, or in Epstein’s famous sculpture at Coventry cathedral
(Pictured above).
Or he is found (in medieval art) as weighing souls, as at Chaldon (Surrey),
Swalcliffe (Oxon.), Eaton Bishop (Hereford and Worcester), and Martham in
Suffolk.
Michael’s most famous shrine in Western Europe is Mont-Saint-Michel, where a
Benedictine abbey was founded in the 10th century.
References: Parish Pump, Wikipedia, Bible Gateway.
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BLACKROD HISTORY GROUP
Good news for our group – we have been awarded a Certificate
of recognition from Bolton’s Mayor, Linda Thomas. The
certificate is one of only 400 awarded to groups within the
Bolton borough, and came as a complete surprise to our
chairman, David. Someone (or 2) has nominated us for this
Certificate and we very much appreciate the kind sentiment.
Growing up in Blackrod By Freda Gillett - nee Owen
Born on the 27th July 1944 at Pennington Fold Farm, Little Scotland, in 1946
we moved to Rigby Hill Farm which was opposite St. Katharine’s Church.
Blackrod then was a small village, everyone knew each other and people left
their doors open.
You could shop at various local shops, we had two butchers opposite each
other in Church Street, Dick Smith’s and Frank Walker’s, Frank had a
slaughter house behind his shop so you knew where the meat came from and
he cut it fresh as you asked, straight from the carcass which was hung in the
shop. Groceries were bought from numerous shops dotted all through the
village, Jimmy Holcroft came on a Friday afternoon bringing fresh fruit and
veg, neighbours gathered and chatted whilst waiting their turn.
I went to the National School, Church Street, at the age of 3 along with the
other girls and boys of the village. We all walked to school, parents didn’t take
us, hardly any traffic, and we all did as we were told – more or less! At the
age of 11 we went to the Blackrod Secondary Modern, which made us feel
very grown up, - a modern building with playing fields and facilities for sport,
art, woodwork, along with the usual subjects.
A group of youngsters were asked to form a youth club, I was the youngest.
The only other member I remember was Graham Farrington, possibly because
he was from a farming family.
On Friday mornings Valerie McKend (now Marron) and I, went to Holy
Communion in the Church. Then after Church back to the farm for breakfast
before getting the bus to work. At just 15 I started work at Rivington Carpets
as a junior in the Rug Room, progressing to the order department, then to the
computer department as a punch card operator. We were all happy at work –
went on coach trips and had annual dinner dances. People always said “good
morning” and the workforce were mainly local. We were all happy to go to
work.
The teenagers went to various venues to dance mainly Rivington Barn –
getting the bus as no-one had a car but we had more fun on the bus. We had
two buses an hour to Wigan numbered 16 and 17, one went through Haigh
the other via Scot Lane. One bus an hour to Chorley, 313, one bus an hour to
Bolton via Westhoughton.
The Vicar didn’t have a car, he walked to St. Katharine’s and back chatting
and mixing with everyone he met. He Christened, married and buried
everyone in the village and was very well liked, even helping at threshing time
with the farmers.
We had a gas showroom, next to the Chippy (Flounders). The Library was in a
house near the Methodist Church. Doctors was at the now “Blackrod Nursing
Home”. The children all played outside or on a rainy day would come to the
farm to play in the barns. No Adidas trainers or logo shirts – we all wore what
we had and our parents told us to. Most had knitted cardigans etc., made by
our mothers.
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Throughout the village we had stone cottages which have all been demolished
and replaced by “lego” looking shops. Blackrod was a wonderful place to grow
up – I would do it all again – just the same!
Freda Gillett
This photograph shows Blackhorse Street, taken in 1900, which illustrates
nicely the stone cottages that Freda mentions throughout the village.
It would be lovely to hear some of your childhood memories especially if you
were brought up in Blackrod or close by. I could put a file together for our
archive. Please put your thinking caps on and let me have your thoughts. You
are part of our social history and generations to come will be very interested in
how we lived our lives.
Don’t forget that if you have any experiences of lockdown that you would like
to share I want to hear from you jeanrosslowe@googlemail.com. I will put
them with our Certificate. If you have any childhood memories that you want
me to add to our file for the archive, I want to hear from you, at the same
email address. Until next month stay safe, stay well, stay interested.
Jean Rosslowe.

HERITAGE OPEN DAYS AT ST KATHARINE’S
September would normally be the time for our annual Open Day for
the Heritage Open Days scheme. However, like so many things, we
have not been able to organise it this year.
The history of the church is available on the website, as well as lots
of pictures in the gallery. So you can have a virtual visit instead to
look around our beautiful church building! https://stkatharine.net

HERITAGE OPEN DAYS AT ST JAMES, DAISY HILL
The Heritage Open Days (HOD) festival is going ahead this year with an Online
facility where in-person visits are not possible and St James the Great church
Daisy Hill is taking part online only.
Please find below a poster which contains links to the website page we are
using as the platform for our activities. The activities will all be available from
the 11th to the 20th of September to explore 24/7 in the comfort of individual
homes.
https://media.acny.uk/media/pdf_Poster_no_links_2020.pdf
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Blackrod Community Walking group
August Walk to Chew Moor and back passing High Rid
Sixteen of us set off from Curley’s at Wallsuches on a hot sunny morning. We
almost went without Roy! He arrived at the start just in time. We went down
New Chapel Lane before turning off and going across country, passing through
the small hamlet of Wilsons Fold Farm near High Rid.
We turned down Fall Birch Road to Chorley New Road before crossing and
continuing down Ox Hey Lane past Bolton Wanderers Training Centre. We then
went through the woods at Lostock Hall before crossing the bridge over the
railway line and up towards the farm house. Continuing down Wingates Lane
we turned off across an unmade lane and fields towards Chew Moor, stopping
half way for a coffee break.

After navigating a broken stile we continued down Chulsey Gate Lane passing
Roly’s house before turning left through Silcocks Farm following the path round
and again crossing the railway line. We continued across the Municipal Golf
Course and through to Regents Road. Continuing to the end and crossing
Chorley New Road again we carried on up, past Beaumont Hospital and into the
Woodlands (First Hill of The Day) and continued off road and through Lostock
Dene, site of a now disused Scout Hut. We went through the woods before
crossing a small broken bridge and eventually up to High Rid Lane again. We
turned left here and continued past the reservoir before waiting a little for
everyone to catch up.
The last path was after passing the earlier hamlet at Wilsons Fold Farm and
took us through several little woods and a scramble up a stream then out into
the open. A few heavy legs were now appearing! We eventually came onto
Bottom O’th Moor and back up to the Old Road and across to Curley’s. An eight
and half mile walk finished, before going for lunch and refreshments, which was
well deserved by all on this hot summers day. Eddie
Next walk: Tuesday 8th September - A circular off road walk from Blackrod
to Middlebrook. Meet at St Katharine's Church to start walking at 10am.
Leaders: David and Dilys 07535571750.
Have a look at Facebook - you can see more pictures of the walks on the
Facebook page at Blackrod Community Walking. Click on this link:
https://www.facebook.com/BlackrodCommunityWalking
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Copyright

THE PARISH MAGAZINE

Did you know? We have to have
licences to reproduce sheet music
and hymns, photocopy pages from
books, magazines,
scripts and
children’s activities, show films and
have live music at concerts in
church.

NEXT ISSUE - October 2020
Please give in items for the next
issue by 15th September

Please send all items by e-mail to:
marypryle@yahoo.co.uk
The Editorial Committee will approve
the articles submitted.

We have just renewed all five
licences which we need in church at
a cost of £801.

Thank you to everyone who has
contributed to this issue.

Coronavirus Self-isolation

This year we have also added a
streaming licence to allow us to put
the Sunday service online so we do
hope you are able to join the
“congregation”
and
share
the
experience.

We hope to continue to produce the
magazine during this time of selfisolation. Unfortunately we are not
able to print and deliver it as usual,
but hope many of you are seeing it
via the website. Please feel free to
pass it on electronically to friends
and family.

If you wish to know more about this
please contact Angela or the
churchwardens.

If you know of anyone who
might like to receive a paper
copy please get in touch.

READINGS FOR
SEPTEMBER

If you have any stories or messages
you would like us to include, please
send them in via the website, or by
email. Thank you.

(Year A)

6th:
Trinity 13
Reading:
Ezekiel 33. 7-11
Psalm 119. 33-40
Reading:
Romans 13. 8 to end
Gospel:
Matthew 18. 15-20
13th:
Trinity 14
Reading:
Genesis 50. 15-21
Psalm 103. 8-13
Reading:
Romans 14. 1-12
Gospel:
Matthew 18. 21-35
20th:
Trinity 15
Reading:
Jonah 3. 10 to end of 4
Psalm 145. 1-8
Reading:
Philippians 1. 21 to end
Gospel:
Matthew 20. 1-16
27th:
Trinity 16
Reading:
Ezekiel 18. 1-4, 25 to end
Psalm 25. 1-8
Reading:
Philippians 2. 1-13
Gospel:
Matthew 21. 23-32

Please note - the cut-off date is also
for donations given in memory of
loved
ones,
if
you
wish
an
acknowledgement to appear in the
next magazine.
Advertisements
Advertising space in this publication
is sold in good faith and the editorial
team take no responsibility for the
quality of goods or services offered.

Data protection
We would be grateful if you could
check with the editorial committee
before
re-publishing
information
from this magazine.
Anything which is re-published on
social media sites or the local
newspapers
could
be
in
contravention
of
copyright,
or
personal rights. Thank you.
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GIVEN IN MEMORY
This month we acknowledge gifts given to our church including the following
given in memory of loved ones…………
Memorial Fund
In loving memory of Gordon Birchall from Diane, Glen, Sarah and Family
In memory of Lorna Cooke from Joyce and John Beech
Donation for flowers from Barbara and Duncan
In memory of Gerry Kay from:
Enid and Stephen, Agnes and Len Taylor, Ruth Kellie, Margaret Ryding,
Barbara and Duncan Worsley

In loving memory of Gavin Banks from Ann
Organ Fund
In loving memory of Alice and Arthur Morris from Diane, Glen, Sarah and family
Churchyard Fund
In loving memory of Gordon Birchall from Mum, Auntie Florrie and Uncle Jack

Restoration Fund
In memory of Gerry Kay from George and Jean
Donation from Sylvia Gregory for prayers answered
Thank you Sue A lso many thanks to Sue Taylor w ho has applied to her
employers HSBC for match funding in lieu of the voluntary hours that she has
helped with fundraising this year. It is much appreciated.
Money Matters
Hello again and hopefully all is well with you and your family and friends. Thank
you once again for supporting St Katharine’s during these difficult days and
keeping us afloat financially.

Your envelopes and donations can be dropped off in church now on Tuesdays
between 10-12 and at the Sunday service, so they can be processed. The
standing order donations have been a huge help coming direct to the bank
account and covering our regular bills, so thank you to you too.
Sincere thanks to all who can allow us to claim gift aid on the money you give
to St Katharine’s – we have just received a payment of £1,042 from HMRC and
thanks to Chris Skinner for claiming that on our behalf.

If you would like to make a donation in memory of a loved one, or in
thankfulness for a celebration, just write your dedication on the front of an
envelope with your offering inside and pop that in the plate too.
Lent boxes These can also be left in church and the funds w ill be
passed on.
During the last month we have received £1,576 through the envelope scheme
and collections and £2,166 by standing order. Also £281 was received in
donations.
Thank you for your support. Jean Hibbert, PCC treasurer
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THE PARISH REGISTERS
~ FUNERALS ~

With sympathy for family and friends

Gerry Kay
Aged 75 years.
Funeral on Wednesday 5th August 2020
Service in St Katharine’s Church
Followed by cremation at Overdale.
Ellen (Nellie) Whittle
Aged 98 years.
Funeral on Thursday 6th August 2020
Service in St Katharine’s Church
Followed by cremation at Overdale.
Edward John Rawlinson
Aged 78 years.
Funeral on Friday 21st August 2020
Service in St Katharine’s Church
Followed by cremation at Overdale.

Saint Michael

CONGRATULATIONS!
Many congratulations from everyone
at St Katharine’s to the Venerable
Alan Wolstencroft who will be
celebrating 50 years priestly
ministry on 29th September - The
Feast of St Michael & All Angels.

Saint Michael, angel of the sea,
Lord of the horses he,
Saint Michael, of the angels king,
Of war, of shepherding;
On steed he flies across the skies;
The first-fruits of the harvest corn,
The first-fruits of the flock-lambs born,
Are his, he meets the soul forlorn.

Alan was ordained as a priest in
1970, and served since then in the
North West and Manchester
Diocese.

The saints and angels watch o’erhead,
Their wings and prayers o’erspread:
The righteous ones in heaven wait,
St Peter at the gate;
In might arrayed they shield and aid;
Be with us e’er, archangel powers,
Be with us, angels, life’s long hours.

Our best wishes to Alan and
Christine, and all the family, at this
time.

From an ancient Celtic poem
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N.A.F.D. Established 1848

B.I.E.

The Livesey
Funeral Service
Church Street, Horwich,
BL6 7BR
Tel: 01204 696311
Independent Family Owned and Run Business
Golden Charter pre-paid funeral plans available

http://www.phillipsbutchers.com

CHIROPODIST

Memorial Masons

MSSCh MBChA

New Memorials ~ Inscriptions
Cleaning ~ Renovations

Denise Thompson

Visiting Practice
Professional Advice Given

Office and Showroom
Unit 6, Blackrod Industrial Estate
Scot Lane, Blackrod

Please telephone for an appointment

Telephone: 01942 832176

Mobile 07956 513377

Home Visits by Arrangement
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6 Blackhorse Street, Blackrod
Tel. 01204 692309

OPEN 7 Days a week. 8am - 10pm
Services:Lottery Cash machine News
Fruit and Vegetables Groceries
Off Licence Stationery
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

POST OFFICE
Postal Services, Cash deposits, Moneygram
Postal Orders, Car Tax,
E Top Ups, Electronic bill payment
Pre-order travel Money
Euro and US Dollar currency
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