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All services suspended 

until further notice 

Please ring 

01204 468150 

Email: stkatharineschurch@btconnect.com  
 

Websites:   www.stkatharine.net 

www.westhoughtonchurches.org.uk 

DIRECTORY       Registered Charity No: 1144084 

The Team Ministry:  Blackrod, Daisy Hill, Westhoughton & Wingates 
 

Vicar:   The Revd Angela Wynne, St Katharine’s Vicarage 
  Blackhorse Street, Blackrod, BL6 5EN   Tel: 01204 468150 
  Email:  Revawynne@gmail.com 
 

Retired Clergy (Honorary Assistant Clergy with Bishop’s permission to officiate) 
The Revd Carol McCabe,  The Revd Heather Sharp,  The Venerable Alan Wolstencroft 

FOR YOUNG PEOPLE:  
 
Contact:     Sylvia Gregory 
Tel: 01204 468716/ 07941 799058  
 

Sunday School 
(Suspended for now) 
 

Messy Church 
(Suspended for now) 

Who’s Who at St Katharine’s 
Churchwardens:     Valerie Marron  01204 456619 
     Janet Hollick   01942 731164 
Deputy Churchwarden:  Margaret Ryding  01204 270422 
PCC Secretary:    Mary Pryle     01204 697763 
PCC Treasurer:   Jean Hibbert    01204 691575 
Deputy PCC Treasurer: Bob Chapman /Mike Hollick 01204 697413/ 01942 731164 
Gift Aid/Charity Commission: Chris Skinner    01204 691097 
Electoral Roll Officer:  Sheila Kinrade  01204 695642 
Health & Safety: Mike Hollick/ Sheila Kinrade  01942 731164/ 01204 695642 
Organist/Choir Trainer:  Garyth Ingram   01942 859183 
Child Protection: Helen Gambles/ Janet Hollick 01942 832255/01942 731164 
Church flowers:   Jean Brandon   07840 333551 
Bellringers:    Michael Kay    01204 691544 
Men’s Fellowship:   Robert Long   01204 295427  

THE PARISH MAGAZINE: 

Editorial:  Mary Pryle  01204 697763 

Advertising:  Margaret Ryding/ Elaine McNabb
      01204 270422/ 468278 

Distribution:  Colin Chater and Ian Davies
     01204 697338/ 693589 

SAFEGUARDING  We are committed to safeguarding children, young people, victims 
of domestic abuse and vulnerable adults. If you have any concerns please contact: 
Vicar: Revd Angela Wynne on 01204 468150  
St Katharine’s Safeguarding Officer: Helen Gambles - 01942 832255 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer: Abbey Clephane-Wilson - 0161 828 1451 
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Dear Friends, 

Do not conform yourselves to the standards of this world, but let 
God transform you inwardly by a complete change of your mind. 
Then you will be able to know the will of God - what is good and 
is pleasing to him and is perfect.   Romans 12:2 

July already! In a normal year around about now we would be 
looking forward to the Scarecrow Festival, the schools would be 

looking forward to breaking up, we would be enjoying our Summer holidays, 
Wimbledon and the Olympics in Japan but these are just some of the events 
that now have been cancelled or put on hold. 

At the beginning of lockdown we all took a deep collective breath, hunkered 
down and waited for the crisis to pass. However, as lockdown begins to ease 
we realise that we are emerging into a different world. The things that we put 
on hold can’t just be resumed as before. Everything we do outside our homes 
has to be carefully thought through to make sure it’s “Covid secure”. 

It’s apparent that everything, including worshipping in our churches, is going 
to be different for quite some time to come because although the current 
crisis has passed, the danger is still present. Added to that, for some it’s not 
just that things are different but that this time has brought about real 
personal loss through the death of loved ones to Covid19, or to loss of 
income, or loss of employment. It’s a sad reality that hardship is the outcome 
for many in our world.  

We have been made acutely aware of our neighbours’ needs during lockdown 
and those of us with faith will hear the call to help and see it as a way of 
serving God and his world. I have been so impressed with the many ways 
people have found to help others during this crisis, from making phone calls to 
making NHS scrubs. The willingness to help has been inspirational and life 
affirming and a real positive side of the crisis. 

During lockdown there was much discussion in the media about how people 
were discovering the real important things in life; relationships and 
community, nature and the environment, good health and education and how 
this experience would change us for the better post lockdown. The horrific 
death of George Floyd reminded us all that there’s a long way to go before 
there is opportunity and equality for all. 

The reality is that things will not change unless we change. We can change, 
lockdown has proved that, we just need the will to make it happen. Perhaps 
we could all just commit to one change that would make the world a better 
place post lockdown. Something that we weren’t doing before. Let God help 
you to decide what that change should be and ask him for the courage to do 
it. So what would your change be?  

God bless you and your families and keep safe, 

Angela. 

 



 

4 

CHURCH OPENING FOR PRIVATE PRAYER 

A message from the Churchwardens 

The PCC have approved the decision to open St 
Katharine’s Church from Tuesday 30th June.  

The church will be open for private/individual 
prayer from 10am to 12 noon on Tuesdays and 
Saturdays with all necessary precautionary 
measures in place.  

"Individual prayer is defined as a person or 
household entering the church to pray on their 
own and not as part of a group, led prayer or 
communal act”. 

 There will be some changes to church in order 
to maintain social distancing of 2 metres and 
reduce the possibility of spreading the virus. 

There is a maximum number of people who 
may be allowed in church at any one time, but 
we do not anticipate reaching capacity during 
private prayer periods. 

Please do not come to church if you have any symptoms of coronavirus.  

Handwashing is possible in the toilets and hand sanitisers will be available. The 
doors of church will remain open throughout, meaning there is no need for 
anyone to touch door handles, so wrap up if it’s cooler or windy, and you may 
wish to consider wearing a face mask. 

We will advise you which seats you may sit on in church and, at times, we may 
guide you to a seat which may not be of your choosing.  

We hope you understand the need for us to take these measures as required.  

We respectfully ask you to bring your own matches/lighter if you wish to light a 
candle on the candle tray and we will not be collecting money for the candles. 

There will be a collection plate where you can leave any planned giving 
envelopes or donations. 

Can you help?  In order for us to make the church available we need to 
hear from volunteers who are prepared to join our rota for opening the church 
and cleaning it down at the end of each prayer session.  

We are advised that anyone who is over 70, considered vulnerable, or 
with any underlying health conditions, should stay at home and not 
assist by volunteering at this time. 

Ideally, we would like to develop cluster working so the same people are 
teamed together to minimise contact numbers. 

If you would like to volunteer please contact Janet Hollick on 01942 731164 
(answerphone available).  

God bless and stay safe, Valerie Marron and Janet Hollick 
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PARISH DIARY FOR JULY 

3 Fri Thomas the Apostle 

5 FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

12 FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

19 SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

22 Wed Mary Magdalene 

25 Sat James the Apostle 

26 SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

 

St Katharine’s Church is closed for public services until 
further notice in line with the guidelines issued by the Church 
of England and Government for the duration of the 
Coronavirus. 

We are providing on-line services for the whole team during the time when 
we cannot gather in our own churches. You can watch these on the Youtube 
channel for the Blackrod, Daisy Hill, Westhoughton and Wingates Team at: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDx266HLh9ShYeBJnON8ODg 

Or have a look at the website: https://stkatharine.net 

News - Churches opening for Public Worship 

Following the Government announcement that church buildings will be able 
to reopen for public worship from 4th July, providing physical distancing 
remains in place, the Bishop of London, Sarah Mullally, who leads the 
Church of England’s Recovery Group, said:  

"I welcome the Prime Minister’s announcement today that we will soon be 
able to begin to meet and worship together in our church buildings again. 
The last three months have been an extraordinary time - the first period 
without public worship and the sacraments in England in more than 800 
years. 

There will be real joy as we begin to come together again – if even at a 
physical distance – but I also know that many will be understandably 
cautious at this news.  

We will not be returning to normality overnight - this is the next step on a 
journey. We’ve been planning carefully, making detailed advice available 
for parishes to enable them to prepare to hold services when it is safe and 
practical to do so.” 
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‘Prayers for Bolton’ 

 

96.5 Bolton FM 

 

Sundays at 11am 

July would have seen the 14th Blackrod Scarecrow 
Festival on the first weekend, so let’s check on the weather and 
see if it would have been another weekend of cracking weather!!  

Angela and Janet are looking forward to heading the festival next 
year so that will give us something to look forward to in 2021. 

The funds you all helped to raise last year are still sitting in the 
bank account to fund the next festival.  And have a look at the new garden 
area near Blackrod House – the festival have donated another bench!!! 

A huge thank you to all who 
made this possible, the 
gardeners, handymen, Blackrod 
Town Council and all the 
supporters of Blackrod 
Scarecrow Festival 2019. 

The bench has been made by 
local blacksmith, Andy Flatters. 

 

Meantime if you have any 
queries or would like to help, 
the contact details are: 

Angela:  07982267060  

keithstridgeon@yahoo.co.uk 

Janet:  07956835210 

jfielding11@hotmail.co.uk  

mailto:keithstridgeon@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:jfielding11@hotmail.co.uk
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2020 – WHAT A YEAR SO FAR! 
THOUGHTS FOR JULY (by Dilys Garritt)  

As I write this it’s Week 12 (I think) of Lockdown and 
I very much hope all you readers, your families and 
friends, are staying safe and well and avoiding what 
feels like an invisible enemy.  Now that there has 
been some relaxation of the rules, I’m sure we’ll all 
have different memories when we finally return to 
normal.  Some of the things I’ll remember are: 

The Good:  The weather – thank goodness we had a long spell of good 
weather with gardens looking spick and span, fences painted, lawns 
manicured, cars gleaming; friendliness - those we meet on our daily 
constitutional walks offering a cheery wave or a hearty greeting as we cross 
the road or do a quick swerve to avoid contact;  wild flowers (if only I could 
identify them all), clearer air, birdsong; the thoughtful messages/gifts from 
Blackrod Primary School children, delivered with our weekend newspapers;  
new acquaintances made courtesy of the Shawbury Stretchers (a daily keep fit 
class - outdoors with social distancing maintained of course); the weekly 
applause for carers and all the other key workers who’ve kept working 
through the crisis; Captain/Colonel (now Sir) Tom and many others raising 
money for worthy charities by a variety of innovative efforts; acts of kindness 
shown by people generally helping and supporting each other.  I’m sure the 
VE Day commemorations (albeit restricted) lifted the spirits for many of us. 

The Bad: The untimely loss of so many lives; the uncertainty of how  
long the lockdown will continue and how it will finally end; missing close 
contact with family and friends, camaraderie of social events – yes, even the 
gym!  Holidays cancelled or postponed, churches closed (Easter particularly 
felt very strange); theatre productions cancelled (thank goodness for National 
Theatre/RSC and other “recorded live” re-runs streamed on YouTube, iPlayer, 
etc); community activities cancelled, not least our own Scarecrow Festival; 
sports events cancelled or postponed; the bypass being used as a racing 
track; hairdressing salons seemingly a distant dream; not liking having arrived 
in that scary tick box categorising me as “vulnerable”!! 

The Ugly:  The increased amount of litter around the village in the 
early days and the sight of bulging bin bags deposited along the bypass; 
doggy bags disposed of carelessly.  (Note – apologies to the monthly litter 
picking team for taking you for granted – you do such a good job in normal 
times and I know some of you have continued during the lockdown). 

We’ve all had much more time on our hands, perhaps read more books, 
cleaned more cupboards, found things we never knew we had or had just 
forgotten about.  We’ve no doubt realised how vital social interaction is – the 
pleasure of a phone call rather than a quick text.  Will we ever again complain 
that “I haven’t got the time”?  How many of us have had to embrace 
technology for shopping, church services and even funerals, or simply just to 
keep in touch? 

Let’s pray that very soon there’ll be a cure/vaccine for the virus, that we’ll still 
have shops, churches, entertainment/cultural/sports venues but, more 
importantly, let’s hope that jobs and businesses can be saved – wouldn’t it be 
great if those we’ve applauded so enthusiastically don’t get forgotten?  Will we 
rethink our priorities or will difficulties soon be forgotten?  We’ve been so used 
to things being available when we want them (from toilet rolls to avocados, 
even TV programmes!!) – will we now take less for granted?  Will we think  
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Missing Messy Church?  

If you’re missing Messy Church here’s a link where 
you can find lots of things to do at home. You may 
need to get a bit of help from a parent or 
guardian.  Have a look and see what you can do. 

https://www.messychurch.org.uk/
resources/messy-church-home-ideas  

Thoughts continued…….. 

more of those less fortunate than ourselves and those for whom the lockdown 
has caused very serious difficulties?  How blessed we are to live in a semi-
rural area with the countryside on our doorstep. 

By the time you read this, there’ll probably be even more relaxation of the 
rules – churches may be open, at least for private prayer.  Let’s hope that the 
dreaded “second wave” of the virus can be avoided.  Whatever happens, we 
will all need to make significant changes to our lifestyles for at least the near 
future, which will cause varying levels of challenge.  What will our “new 
normal” become?  

Keep safe and stay well.   

Great Big God 

Celebration Praise Service - 12th July 2020 

The Team are planning Celebration Praise Service for 12th July with music and 
art. How can you get involved? 

Music…. 

Let us know if your child would like to take part in recording 
a music video - either by singing, doing actions, or both! 

Please contact parishteammusic@gmail.com and we will 
send you all the details, permission slip and the music 
track. Contributions must be received by Monday 6th July, 
12 noon, at the latest! 

 

Art Competition….. 

Calling all budding artists - we would like you to paint, 
draw or make something on the theme of “Celebration 
Praise!”  We need your entry by Monday 6th July, 12 noon. 
Please send a photo with your name and age to 
parishteammusic@gmail.com  

We will put the entries into a video which will be displayed as part of the 
Service on 12th July when the winner will be announced. 

There will be prizes, including gift vouchers for Amore Coffee Shop, 
Westhoughton. 

https://www.messychurch.org.uk/resources/messy-church-home-ideas
https://www.messychurch.org.uk/resources/messy-church-home-ideas
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Prayer  D iary for  Ju ly  

Lord, you know us and you love us. Hear our prayers.   

1st Henry, John and Henry Venn the younger, Priests and Evangelical Divines. 
1797, 1813, 1873. Dedicated priests known for their work with the Church Missionary 
Society and the movement for the abolition of the slave trade. Pray for the work of CMS 
today, for more to give themselves to mission and for all who dedicate their lives to 
serving God through serving others. 

3rd Thomas, the Apostle. We can readily identify w ith Thomas 
and his doubts. Lord, we believe: help our unbelief. May we be led 
to God’s truth and be ready to accept and practise His way. Pray for 
guidance to help take out the Christian message in our communities 
encouraged by the example of the apostles. Pray for the people and 
clergy of all churches dedicated to Thomas, and particularly for 
those at Chequerbent. 

Thomas is the patron of builders. He is said to have built a church 
by himself in India. His symbol shows a spear as the instrument of 
his martyrdom, with a carpenter’s square as the tool of his trade. 
 

6th Thomas More, scholar, and John Fisher, Bishop of Rochester, martyred 
1535. Two outstanding men of their time whose consciences led them to oppose Henry 
viii, earning them a martyr’s death. Pray for tolerance and cooperation in all things. 
Show us your ways, Lord and help us to walk in them. Pray for all educational 
establishments founded in the names of More and Fisher that the precepts taught and 
learned there may be ones of courage, justice, truth and harmony. 

11th Benedict, Abbot of Monte Casino, c550. His Rule for monks, for fallible 
people struggling to live out the Gospel, concentrated on an inner personal peace 
through daily prayer in communion with all Benedictines world -wide to encourage 
orderly and contented living. Order, which he saw as a civilising influence, was a 
keynote of Benedict’s temperament. May we so know God as to order our daily lives to 
truly love him, to worship and serve him and thereby achieve a contentment and 
stillness of soul to support us in our often hectic lives. Be still and know that I am God. 

14th John Keble, Priest, Poet, Hymn writer, 1886. A brilliant Oxford scholar, and 
founder of the Oxford Movement, yet he sought a humbler way of life as a priest near 
Winchester. Help us to know that the love of God is “new every morning” especially in 
these difficult days of anxiety and lockdown. 

15th Swithun, Bishop of Winchester, 862. Trusted advisor of Egbert, King of 
Wessex, he was buried humbly outside the cathedral but his remains were later moved 
inside a new grander building, causing, according to legend, the punishment of forty 
days of storms, a legend which still exists and obscures Swithun’s legacy of holiness and 
simplicity. Pray for the people and cathedral of Winchester that Swithun’s example of a 
Christian life may guide and sustain them. 

16th Osmund, Bishop of Salisbury, 1099. Son of a Norman Count, he came to 
England through his connection to William the Conqueror and was quickly promoted to 
Chancellor but his unworldliness rendered him unsuited to the political and religious 
manoeuvrings of his situation and instead, he used his talents as an administrator to 
found a cathedral, (Old Sarum which was eventually moved and rebuilt in Salisbury). He 
amassed information now recorded in The Domesday Book and was present when it was 
presented to the king. Give thanks for people of faith and integrity who have 
contributed to the richness of life and to the spread of Christianity in England. 

Year 6, leaving primary School. This week we would habitually welcome the 
Year 6 pupils of our church school for their Leavers’ Service. Disruption to our normal 
patterns has prevented this but we pray for them just the same, as they prepare to 
meet new challenges, new people and new surroundings. Pray that they may go forward 
in faith and love and hope. Remember all young people whose education and plans have 
been disrupted by the coronavirus pandemic that they may know that all will be well. 
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18th Elizabeth Ferard, Deaconess, Founder of the Community of St Andrew, 
1883. Elizabeth worked in poor areas of London. Give thanks for all who dedicate 
themselves to working in inner cities or any area of deprivation and injustice. May we 
support them in prayer and action. 

20th Margaret of Antioch, martyr, 4th Century. By her refusal to marry the 
Roman Governor she lost her life. Her preaching as she died converted many to 
Christianity. Give thanks for her and for all who resist evil by steadfastness and 
courage. 

22nd Mary Magdalene. She is a prime example of someone whose sins are 
redeemed by grace and love. She is given a unique place in all four Gospels as a 
follower of Jesus. She stayed by the cross and was the first to see the risen Lord.  Lord, 
give us grace to know you and follow you. 

23rd Bridget of Sweden, Abbess of Vadsrena, 1373. Bridget experienced 
mystical revelations of such intensity that she responded by founding a monastery for 
monks and nuns which became very influential in Northern Europe. After a pilgrimage to 
Rome, Bridget never returned to Sweden but spent the rest if her life as a pilgrim 
ministering to all in need. Pray for all who hear God’s call and listen. 

25th James the Apostle. Often called “the Great”. A fisherman who, with his brother 
John, was one of the first apostles called by Jesus. Both had first- hand knowledge of 
Jesus’ ministry and were present in Gethsemane and at the Transfiguration. James was 
killed by Herod Agrippa who thought he could destroy “the Jesus thing” by destroying 
the messenger. Give thanks that the message still remains and for the courage and 
faith of all who have spread it. Pray for the people of St James, Daisy Hill, 
and the whole Team that we may always be ready to proclaim the Gospel. 

James is the patron of Spain and of pilgrims. He was the first of the 
disciples to go on a missionary journey. The Way of St James leads to the 
shrine in the cathedral of Santiago de Compostela in Galicia in northwestern 
Spain, where tradition has it that the remains of the saint are buried. The 
scallop shell is the symbol for the pilgrim. 

27th Brooke Fosse Westcott, Bishop of Durham, teacher of the faith, 
1901. A scholar and theologian, he led a revival in Biblical studies and founded a clergy 
training school at Westcott House in Cambridge. Give thanks for all people of vision and 
faith who have contributed to our inheritance of faith. 

29th Mary, Martha and Lazarus, companions of our Lord. Jesus enjoyed the 
hospitality of their home in Bethany and loved all three. Give thanks for the gift of true 
friends, for their love and support. Pray that we, as individuals, a community and a 
church, may always be glad to offer and receive friendship. 

30th William Wilberforce, Social Reformer, 1833. A devout evangelical 
Christian, who used his position in Parliament as MP for Hull, to promote faithful 
commitment to the Christian life. He won support for missionary initiatives and helped 
found The Bible Society. He is best remembered for his campaign against slavery which 
he lived to see completely abolished in 1807. Though traditional forms of slavery 
against black people is now gone, still various forms of slavery exist in trafficking, lack 
of equal opportunity, poverty etc. Pray for greater kindness and respect in all of us and 
for freedom for everyone to flourish. 

   Olaudah Equiano, 1797, and Thomas Clarkson, 1846. Both campaigned 
against slavery. Pray for those working for the poor and underprivileged. 

31st Ignatius of Loyola, Founder of the Society of Jesus, 1536. The work of the 
Jesuits has spread throughout the world and Ignatius’ comprehensive series of Spiritual 
Exercises are still widely used. Bless the Lord, my soul and bless His Holy Name. 

O God of all nations, with all your people, 

may we make known your grace 

and walk in the ways of peace and justice. Amen. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cathedral_of_Santiago_de_Compostela
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santiago_de_Compostela
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galicia_(Spain)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain
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SAINT OF THE MONTH 

22nd July St Mary Magdalene – the woman with a past 

Fake news is not new. Perhaps one old example is the assertion that Mary 
Magdalene was a prostitute. There was something in her background that 
has always fascinated people. All we are told about her ‘past’ is that Jesus 
had cast ‘seven devils’ out of her, but on that slender if intriguing evidence 
she has become the patron saint of ‘fallen women’. Many classical artists 
painted Mary in various states of undress, perpetuating a falsehood.  

So what do we really know about Mary? The Gospels tell us that she came 
from Magdala, a town in Galilee, and Jesus healed her by casting out seven 
evil spirits. After this she followed Jesus, with other women, on his ministry 
providing resources. Later, Mary watched Jesus die on the cross, and having 
cared for his needs while he was alive, wanted to care for him after his 
death. 

Some see her as the woman ‘who was a sinner’, who washed Christ’s feet 
with her tears at a respectable dinner party. Of that person Jesus remarked 
that ‘she had been forgiven much’ and consequently ‘loved much’. Whether 
she was that woman or not, the description perfectly fits her. No one who 
has heard or read it could surely fail to be moved by her tearful encounter 
with the risen Jesus in the garden on Easter morning, the man she had taken 
to be the gardener, revealing himself in one word “Mary”, as her beloved 
Teacher. In those days, the witness of a woman was worthless. Despite 
ridicule, Mary had the courage to speak about Jesus in a place of great 
disbelief.  

The problem with a good story – and hers is as good as it gets – is that 
people can’t leave it alone.  Down the centuries she has been John the 
Apostle’s fiancée until he left her to follow Christ. She has gone with Jesus’ 
mother and the same John to live in 
Ephesus and died there. In art and 
literature she has become an alluring, 
sexual figure, disapproved of by the 
mother of Jesus.    

There is no historical evidence 
whatsoever for any of this. In fact, the 
Gospels suggest the two Marys were 
close in their shared devotion to Jesus. 

Her popularity is shown in the fact that 
187 ancient churches in Britain are 
dedicated to her, and a college at both 
Oxford and Cambridge. 

Whatever the details of her story, we 
cherish it because it shows that having 
a ‘past’ is no reason not to have a 
future. 

From Parish Pump 

Mary Magdalene (c. 1524)  
by Andrea Solari,  
showing her as a Myrrhbearer  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrea_Solari
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DIAGNOSTICS - CAMBELTS 

MOT WORK - TYRES 

EXHAUSTS 

4X4s - DIESELS ETC 

ARCON / SERVICE 

 

Back of 75 Chorley New Road 

(Just off Beatrice Street) 

 Horwich, BL6 7QA 

 

Tel 01204 694444 

 

O LD M ETHO DI ST CHURCH 
21  M ARKET STREET,  ADLI NG TO N, PR7 4HE  

 
 
 
 
 

Bal l oon i n  a Box  
Bal l oon Pr i nt i ng  

Besp ok e Vi nyl  Pr i nt  Bal l oons  
Stuf f i ng Bal l oons  

Pers onal i sed Sashes 
Hel i um Hi re  

 

D el ivery  Se rv ice  Avai lab le  

BALLOONS,  PART Y GOODS 
FANCY DRESS & ACCESSORIES  

FOR ALL OCCASIONS  

CENTRAL HEATING 
Engineer & Plumber 

 

Reasonable Rates 
 

07510879655 
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A FAMILY RUN INDEPENDENT BUSINESS 

OFFERING PERSONAL SERVICE AT AFFORDABLE PRICES 
 

* Available 24 hours a day 

* Private Chapels 

*  Home visits 

*  Eco funerals 

* Pre-paid funeral plans 

* Memorial masonry 
 

 

81 MASON STREET,  

HORWICH,  BL6 5RB 

TEL:  01204 694999 
enquiries@deighansfunerals.co.uk 
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Blackrod Library is closed to 
visitors until further notice.  All 
existing loan due dates and 
reservation collection dates have 
been extended by 90 days.  If any 
fines are incurred at this time these 
will be waived by staff when the 
customer is able to return their 
books. You can still use the e-book 
service and also borrow magazines.  
Look on the website for more details 

https://www.boltonlams.co.uk/
libraries 

Create Bolton 
Fundraising 

Appeal 
Create Bolton, based 

on the ground floor of Claremont 
House in Bolton Town Centre, uses 
‘the Arts’ in their widest sense to 
make a difference to people’s lives 
and the wider Bolton community. 
Many people in Blackrod have 
benefitted from the craft courses and 
the café in the last few years, and 
our very own Scarecrow Festival 
banner, now on display in the 
Library, was made at Create!  Most 
of their regular income comes from 
Café Create but that has had to 
currently close and, as with many 
other charities, they are struggling 
for funds. Therefore they have set 
up a donations appeal with many 
‘creative’ fundraising ideas. To find 
out more about these ideas and how 
you may be able to support Create 
Bolton please visit their website:  

www.createbolton.org.uk  

The collection of stamps 
is ongoing so just keep them at 
home and fill up the box on the 
table in the lower room as soon as 
we are allowed back in church.  
They will be sent on to RNIB when 
we have a good batch – thank you 
on their behalf. 

https://www.boltonlams.co.uk/libraries
https://www.boltonlams.co.uk/libraries
http://www.createbolton.org.uk/
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Retreat Restaurants 
Now closed until further notice 

See Facebook for news 

of the food delivery service 
https://localordersonline.co.uk/retreat/ 
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PETER ’S  

HOUSE SERVICES 
 

OFFERED: Painting,  

Carpet Deep Cleans,  

Re-let Property Cleans, 
Small items removed. 

 

Pressure Washing, 

Oven Cleaning, 

Basic Cleaning 
 

27 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
 

Phone 07843 921159 

 

DOOTSONS 
TELEVISIONS 

 

Digital - Hifi - Electrical 
Sales and Service 

 

All makes of TV inc. Sony,  
Panasonic, Toshiba, Samsung 

 

New or Pre-owned 
Plasma and LCD or LED 

 

More than 50 Years of Service 
1963 - 2019 

 

Still at 4, Station Road 

Blackrod 

Tel: 01204 697419 

Email: dootsonstv@uwclub.net 
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S.E.D. JOINERY 
 

Hardwood, Softwood or UPVC 
Windows and Doors 

UPVC Fascia & Soffits 
Blown or failed double glazed 

units replaced 
 

For a free estimate 
Tel: 01257 435431 or 07957 259043 

 

 

The Woollen Hideaway 
We’ve moved - New Address!  

The Long Room, Babylon Lane, 
Adlington, PR6 9NR 

 
 

Wool  Buttons  Patterns  Needles  Ribbon 
 

OPEN: Tuesday to Saturday 9am to 4pm 
Late night Thursday to 9pm 

 
 

Mob:  07890 700727   Tel: 01257 485693 
Email: barbararudd56@gmail.com 
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S.E.D.Roofing 
 

 

Slating, tiling, lead work,  
Pointing ridge tiles, chimneys,  

Guttering, dry verges and dry ridges.  

 

For a free estimate 
Tel: 01257 435431 
or 07957 259043  

Painter and Decorator 
Residential, Retail and Commercial Properties 

 

30 years experience  
City & Guilds Qualified 

 

Competitive Rates               7 Days a week 
FREE Estimates  FREE Advice and Guidance 

 

REDUCED RATES FOR OAP’S 
For a professional, friendly and informative service 

 

Call 01204 695900  
72 Harrison Crescent, Blackrod 

 

106 CHURCH STREET, BLACKROD 

TEL: 01204 667700 
200 Watt high powered vertical & horizontal sunbeds 

Call and meet our friendly staff 

All Beauty Treatments available  

NEW - IPL Permanent Hair removal 
and Skin rejuvenation 

Gift Vouchers ~ Acrylic Nails ~ Pamper yourself  

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 9am - 8pm 
Saturdays 9am - 4pm. 

Your Local Electrician and Plumber 

For  a l l  your  E lec tr ica l,  Heat ing  
and P lum bing needs ca l l  Tom  on  

01257 485188 or 07494 550297 

Painter & Decorator 
Est 1981 
 
 

07746792769 
Philipalker@icloud.com 

Est: 1985 

 

Qualified, Professional 
 

VIOLIN & VIOLA 
TUITION 

Barbara Taylor ALCM 
 

Any age. Beginners welcome. 
 

Telephone: 01204 692944 
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BLACKROD HOUSE 
Residential Care Home for the Elderly 

With Specialist Dementia Care Unit  

Experienced, well trained staff  
provide 24 hour care in a friendly  

and homely environment. 

Chorley  Road 
Blackrod 
Bolton BL6 

Tel: 01204 690287/227736  
blackrodhouse@sky.com 

www.blackrodhouse.co.uk 

Residential / Dementia Care  
Long Term / Respite Available 

Contact us for details 
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ALL MEMBERS & NON-MEMBERS 
ARE WELCOME AT THE HILLTOPS!!  

 

Bowl ing Green -  Snooker  -  Darts  

 
The Club is available for any function, any day 

(excl. Saturday evenings) 
 

The ideal venue for WEDDINGS, CHRISTENINGS,  

FUNERALS and all those SPECIAL OCCASIONS 

Our Function Room can accommodate up to 130 people 
To Book please telephone 01204 697010 -  

 

The Hilltops will be closed  
for the foreseeable future. 

 

This is to fall in line with 
the current situation. 

 

Hope you all stay safe and well   
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Blackrod in Bloom 

A huge thank you to John Price and all 
the volunteers in the Blackrod 
Gardening Group, for making our 
village look so magnificent with all the 
new summer planting. 

Special thanks to Margaret Sumner for 
looking after our planters and borders 
at St Katharine’s Church. 

Also thanks to Jonathan Bowker and 
Dennis Flatters, our contracted 
gardening teams, for keeping the grass 
cut and the churchyard looking green 
and lovely. 
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Take a break - Jigsaws on-line 
New FREE jigsaws added regularly for local scenes and items of 
interest at Jigsaw Planet. See how quickly you can do the 
stained glass windows - it’s not easy! 

https://www.jigsawplanet.com/BL6Blackrod 

For the last two years, St Katharine’s has been pleased to offer the use of the 
church as a collection point for the BL Lunches scheme, providing children who 
are eligible for Free School Meals with a packed lunch during the school 
holidays. We were pleased to note that this year the government voucher 
scheme will continue for the summer. Thank you to everyone who has helped 
with the collection in the past. 

Urban Outreach says:  

“Working closely with Bolton Council, we were all set to implement a Covid-19 
secure variation of this project during 2020 school summer holidays. 

However, with the government’s recent announcement that it will extend free 
meals, vouchers and holiday clubs for the most disadvantaged children over 
the holiday period, the project will not be required for this year at least. 

We will continue to review the situation and respond as best we can, to meet 
needs arising from gaps in support for those who struggle the most.” 

Please continue to support Bolton ’s Humanitarian 
Food Hub led by Bolton Council and supported by many 
organisations including Urban Outreach, Bolton at 
Home, Seddon’s and Bolton CVS. 

The Hub is now feeding approx. 1200 families/2500-
3000 people each week so they are continually in need 
of many food items.  

 

Horwich Community Centre is once again a drop off/ collection point 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays 10am -1.00pm and Saturdays 9.30am – 
12.30pm. Please leave donations in the entrance lobby and the caretaker will 
put in the grub tub. 

Blackrod Food Drop   

Food can be dropped off at St Katharine’s Vicarage, Blackrod, anytime during 
the week and is taken to the food hub each Monday afternoon 

BL Lunches 

https://www.jigsawplanet.com/BL6Blackrod?viewas=1cd0d220af43
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Lockdown Reflections By Joanna and Natalie Sweet 

Well, what a turbulent past 3 months it has been for us all. When the news 
was announced in March 2020 that Covid 19 was going to put a stop to our 
busy lives, there was initial panic and a massive sense of unease. We’d seen 
the disruption and grief that it was already causing in so many parts of the 
world and to hear that it was beginning to take hold in the UK caused our 
minds to go into overdrive. How would we, our families and friends cope? How 
would the children we teach daily and their families manage to continue their 
learning, whilst staying calm and trying to earn a living in many sectors that 
were already under immense strain?  

Whilst there were so many questions buzzing round, it was already clear that 
communities were already pulling together and ensuring that others were 
going to be as safe as they could be. Checking in on our neighbours, ensuring 
they had provisions as well as keeping ourselves stocked up started to form 
our ‘new norm’. Our teaching careers were suddenly thrown into the 21st 
Century through the use of technology and we made sure our adapted daily 
routines still included as much of what we enjoyed as possible.  

It’s true to say that the enforced ‘one hour of exercise outside per day’ did not 
sit well with us and so we made the decision to purchase steppers! It was 
coming up to the 4th anniversary of our Dad passing away so of course what 
better way to do something positive than set a challenge. We couldn’t venture 
up to Scotland to climb one of our Dad’s favourite mountain, Ben Nevis, so we 
settled for researching the number of steps it would take to climb Scotland’s 
and, of course, the UK’s highest mountain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We discovered it would be over 8,8100 steps up from ground level (1,345 
metres) so set a date, decided on a charity and got to work! In the end, we 
did over 17,000 steps on our stepping machines and raised around £500. It 
was a bit of a workout to say the least but the UK Sepsis Trust were very 
grateful for our efforts and we thank all who sponsored us. We WILL go to 
complete the mountain when it is safe to do so! 

As so many of you already know, our passion for singing regularly has never 
faded. Ever since we could remember, we’ve been in choirs all the way 
through our education right up to now. Lockdown wasn’t going to force this to 
stop. We came across, by accident really, Gareth Malone’s Great British Home 
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Chorus. Could this be our way of continuing to sing ‘in groups’ but from the 
safety of our own home? Of course it could! Gareth has broadcast live on You 
Tube every weekday at 5:30pm since Lockdown commenced. His dedication 
lead to over 160,000 people following him from around the World! We’ve 
learnt songs, recorded them in video format and sent them off! 

With some amazing support from the music industry, an EP is being produced 
of them and the BBC produced a documentary about it. Somewhere amongst 
the Soprano voices, our voices are there! We can’t hide the fact that we are 
gutted for our theatre friends who we can’t be with at rehearsals and 
performances at the moment, but rest assured, when it is safe, the shows will 
be back and they’ll be bigger and better than ever! It has been a pleasure to 
still be part of church too with recording some hymns for the weekly Sunday 
Services that have been put together.  

So what has Lockdown taught us? Firstly, that we just love being around 
people and in this time where social distancing is so vital, to keep people safe 
and be kind to them means we can’t currently be as close as we want to be. 
Of course, material things have never been a large focus for us but we’ve 
made done with what we already have and haven’t missed going shopping. 
Now that restrictions are starting to be lifted, lets hope that the love, care and 
time that we’ve been able to demonstrate to each other isn’t suddenly lost as 
we return to our busier lives and things start to re-open.   

We’d just like to end with saying a massive THANK YOU to all those who have 
kept the country running and looked after those who have never needed 
people so much. We pray that everyone continues to keep safe and we look 
forwards to being back together in our beloved St Katharine’s as soon as we 
can.  
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EASY FUNDRAISING – have you signed up? 

Thank you to everyone for raising donations for St Katharine's Church, 
Blackrod with #easyfundraising! If you haven't signed up yet, it's easy and 
completely FREE.  

4,000 shops and sites will donate to us when you use easyfundraising to do 
your everyday online shopping - at no extra cost to you! 

Every donation you raise makes a difference to us so please sign up today. 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stkatharineschurchblackrod/ 

And now you can also make a direct DONATION to St Katharine’s through 
Easyfundraising. Just go in to the website and look for “Causes” and search for 
St Katharine’s Church, Blackrod. When our section comes up you w ill 
see some tabs on the right hand side: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can click on the “Give a Donation” tab and it will take you through the 
process. You will need to register an account (sign up to Easyfundraising). 
This is a free service, it will not cost you anything, and you will be able to use 
it when you are shopping online to raise more funds for St Katharine’s! 

And then you will need to put in your card details to make the payment for the 
donation. Any questions contact Mary Pryle – 01024 697763. Thank you. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stkatharineschurchblackrod/
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THE PARISH MAGAZINE 

NEXT ISSUE - August 2020 

Please give in items for the next 
issue by 15th July. 

Please send all items by e-mail to: 
marypryle@yahoo.co.uk 

The Editorial Committee will 
approve the articles submitted.  

Thank you to everyone who has 
contributed to this issue. 

Coronavirus Self-isolation 

We hope to continue to produce the 
magazine during this time of self-
isolation. Unfortunately we are not 
able to print and deliver it as usual, 
but hope many of you are seeing it 
via the website. Please feel free to 
pass it on electronically to friends 
and family.  

If you know of anyone who 
might like to receive a paper 
copy please get in touch.  

If you have any stories or messages 
you would like us to include, please 
send them in via the website, or by 
email. Thank you. 

Please note - the cut-off date is also 
for donations given in memory of 
loved ones, if you wish an 
acknowledgement to appear in the 
next magazine.  

Advertisements 
Advertising space in this publication 
is sold in good faith and the editor/ 
publication team take no 
responsibility for the quality of 
goods or services offered. 
 
Data protection 
We would be grateful if you could 
check with the editorial committee 
before re-publishing information 
from this magazine. 
Anything which is re-published on 
social media sites or the local 
newspapers could be in 
contravention of copyright, or 
personal rights.  Thank you. 

READINGS FOR SUNDAYS 
IN JULY 
(Year A) 

5th:  St Thomas the Apostle 
 Trinity 3 
Reading:  Habakkuk 2. 1-4 
Psalm 31. 1-6 
Reading: Ephesians 2. 19-end 
Gospel: John 20. 24-29 

12th: Trinity 4 
Reading: Isaiah 55. 10-13 
Psalm 65. 8-end 
Reading: Romans 8. 1-11 
Gospel: Matthew 13. 1-9, 18-23 

19th: Trinity 5 
Reading: Isaiah 44. 6-8 
Psalm 86. 11–end 
Reading: Romans 8. 12–25 
Gospel: Matthew 13. 24-30, 36-43 

26th: St James the Apostle 
 Trinity 6 
Reading: Acts 11. 27 - 12.2 
Psalm 126 
Reading: 2 Corinthians 4. 7-15 
Gospel: Matthew 20. 20-28 

Please continue to keep in touch with 
a friend from church or a neighbour 
by giving them a ring – they may not 
have heard from anyone for days 
especially if they are self isolating.  

Encourage them to look on St 
Katharine’s website if they can and 
share Angela’s online services or read 
the magazine – www.stkatharine.net  
Perhaps you could print one off for 
them if they are not online? Maybe an 
offer of picking up a bit of shopping or 
the paper would help?  

This is where “If I needed a neighbour 
were you there?” becomes a reality – 
together we will get through this 
time. 

Jean Hibbert. 

http://www.stkatharine.net
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Update from PCC Treasurer 

Once again many, many thanks to everybody who has been in touch about 
their stewardship envelopes and those who have sent them in or dropped 
them through the letterbox. 

Thank you to all those who have reviewed their donations to church and kept 
us going during the last three months – you have been amazing. A fantastic 
£2,306 has come in during the last month, which has meant we have survived 
without having to dip too much into our savings. 

Parish Share  St Katharine ’s have been able to pay its parish share up to 
the end of June so we’re halfway there. We now await the bill for the repairs 
to the East wall which we will cover from the funds in the Restoration Fund 
which you have supported over many months.   

Donations  This month we acknow ledge donations from Shirley and 
Eric Rowlandson and the Anglesea-Khan family. 

Envelopes  I f you still have envelopes at home just continue filling 
them week by week and bring them to church as soon as we can open on 30th 
June.  Alternatively you can continue to pop them through the letterbox at 6 
Nightingale Road, or at the Vicarage, and I will make sure they are processed 
as they are at present. 

Jean Hibbert 

A letter of thanks from Bishop David 

I wish to recognise with gratitude the contribution that your parish has made towards 
resourcing the ministry and mission of the church across our Diocese through payment 
of the parish share in 2019. 

I appreciate the commitment shown by your PCC and parishioners at St Katharine’s, 
Blackrod, in making these contributions and wish to make a public acknowledgement of 
your hard work and generosity.  I know how much pressure everyone is under with the 
current pandemic crisis and I want to thank you for your continuing support and the 
effort that is being made to ensure the future health and survival of our churches. 

I cannot overstate our Diocese’s reliance on the regular receipt of Parish Share.  These 
funds comprise over two-thirds of the income we generate and without the current 
levels of receipts, ministry would have a significantly different shape in our Diocese. 

I am also aware that the current crisis continues to have a massive impact on our lives, 
the effects of which are likely to continue as we emerge out of lockdown.  The churches 
in our Diocese are facing financial pressures at a time when many of our parishioners 
will themselves be facing financial hardship and anxiety.  Given this, it’s more important 
than ever that we work together and plan our way through this as best we can, using all 
the tools available to us. 

We believe in a generous God. A God who gave us everything we could ever need.  
Giving and generosity are inextricably linked with the living out of our Christian faith. 

May I take this opportunity to wish you well in your endeavours this year as we face our 
current and future challenges.  I look forward to continuing in partnership with you and 
the other parishes in our work together, through which I pray our congregations will 
continue to grow and our communities be served. 

With best wishes and the assurance of our prayers, 

The Rt Revd David Walker, Bishop of Manchester 
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THE PARISH REGISTERS 
 

~ FUNERALS ~ 
With sympathy for family and friends 

 

Constance (Connie) Hilda Batchelor 
Aged 89 years. 

Funeral on Thursday 18th June 2020 
Service at Howe Bridge crematorium. 

 
To every thing there is a season, 

and a time to every purpose under the heaven: 
A time to be born, and a time to die; 
a time to plant, a time to reap that which is planted; 
A time to kill, and a time to heal; 
a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
A time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 
A time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
A time to gain that which is to get, and a time to lose; 
a time to keep, and a time to cast away; 
A time to rend, and a time to sew; 
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
A time of love, and a time of hate; 
a time of war, and a time of peace.                     Ecclesiastes 3. 1-8 

Happy Birthday Ruth! 

Huge congratulations to Ruth Kellie 
as she celebrates her 80th birthday 
in July. Ruth has been a regular 
worshipper at St Katharine’s since 
she moved to Blackrod decades ago. 

She has served in so many roles 
representing St Katharine’s 
throughout the deanery as well as 
being an excellent churchwarden, a 
duty she carried out with love, care 
and commitment.  

Ruth still serves us as Sacristan 
week after week and we all send our 
love, congratulations and thanks – 
hope you have a wonderful day 
Ruth. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Our best wishes to  

Pat and Roy Fazackerley 

who celebrate 60 years together 

with their Diamond Wedding 

Anniversary this week. 

Congratulations from everyone 

at St Katharine’s. 
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Blackrod History Group 

Continuing research…….. 

 

Copperas.  

Councillor Bury commented that: 
“Copperas House in Blackrod is the 
location of one of the first chemical 
works in the North West of England 
which produced ferrous sulphate and 
sulphuric acid from pyrite found in the 
adjacent collieries, and this is therefore 
of historical interest. It is sited in an 
extensive belt of woodland on the slope 
immediately south of Blackrod where a 
high proportion of the older boundaries 
survive and where the pattern of folds is 
still just detectable”. 

This 1849 map shows the location of 
Copperas House and the surroundings.  Interesting to see the location of the 
“Colliers Arms” and that Blundell Lane is called Blundel’s Lane.  Perhaps 
someone would like to do some more research on the Copperas industry in 
Blackrod and Haigh?   

Mason’s Marks 

Malcolm Holbrook writes that the apprentices would not have their own mark 
as they would only have got one when they became fully qualified, as a sort of 
passing-out ceremony. Up to that point the master craftsman would have put 
their mark on the stones as they are the ones that would have checked the 
stones and taken the responsibility for the standard. He was very interested to 
see the stone mason's markings.  We have a large number of them in the 
locality.  Many of the coping stones on the Leeds/Liverpool canal have 
markings and there are still more on the lock sides especially on the Wigan 
flight. Unless you are on a boat, they may not be easy to see without 
binoculars. Why are they there? There are two reasons: 

1- By putting them on, the stone mason could identify his work and could 
therefore be paid. 

2- If there were any problems with the stone, not square, wrong size, not 
smooth then the mason concerned could be identified by the constructor. 

Mason's marks often ran in families but with minor differences to identify the 
generations. One stonemason recently working on Manchester Cathedral 
found his family mark on several stones and could identify his father's and his 
grandfather's marks. Prior to the mid/late 1800s marks were normally a 
symbol as most masons could not read or write, but after this time initials 
were sometimes used. Present day stonemasons still use marks, for historical 
interest rather than practical reasons. 

Marks are to be found on Churches although they are often hidden e.g. behind 
parapets or under leadwork, and occasionally on bridge abutments. Keep 
looking out for them and let us know! 

I hope that you have found my searching interesting, have you anything to 
add, please let me know.   Until next time, stay safe, stay well and keep 
occupied.   Jean Rosslowe. 
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CHIROPODIST 
Denise Thompson 

MSSCh MBChA 
 

Visiting Practice 
Professional Advice Given 

 

Please telephone for an appointment 
 

Mobile 07956 913377 

N.A.F.D.    Established 1848            B.I.E. 
 

The Livesey  
Funeral Service 

 

Church Street, Horwich,  
BL6 7BR 

Tel: 01204 696311 
 

Independent Family Owned and Run Business 
Golden Charter pre-paid funeral plans available 

 

 

http://www.phillipsbutchers.com 
 

Memorial Masons 
 

New Memorials ~ Inscriptions 
Cleaning ~ Renovations 

 

Office and Showroom 
Unit 6, Blackrod Industrial Estate 

Scot Lane, Blackrod 
 

Telephone: 01942 832176 
 

Home Visits by Arrangement
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6 Blackhorse Street, Blackrod 
Tel. 01204 692309 

 

OPEN 7 Days a week. 8am - 10pm 
 

Services:- 
   Lottery    Cash machine    News 
Fruit and Vegetables    Groceries  

Off Licence    Stationery 
 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
 

 
 
 
 
 

POST  OFFICE  
Postal Services, Cash deposits, Moneygram 

Postal Orders, Car Tax, 
E Top Ups, Electronic bill payment 

Pre-order travel Money 
Euro and US Dollar currency 

 


