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All services suspended 

until further notice 
Please ring 01204 468150 

Email: stkatharineschurch@btconnect.com  
 

Websites:   www.stkatharine.net 

www.westhoughtonchurches.org.uk 

DIRECTORY       Registered Charity No: 1144084 

The Team Ministry:  Blackrod, Daisy Hill, Westhoughton & Wingates 
 

Vicar:   The Revd Angela Wynne, St Katharine’s Vicarage 
  Blackhorse Street, Blackrod, BL6 5EN   Tel: 01204 468150 
  Email:  Revawynne@gmail.com 
 

Retired Clergy (Honorary Assistant Clergy with Bishop’s permission to officiate) 
The Revd Carol McCabe,  The Revd Heather Sharp,  The Venerable Alan Wolstencroft 

FOR YOUNG PEOPLE:  
 
Contact:     Sylvia Gregory 
Tel: 01204 468716/ 07941 799058  
 

Sunday School 
(Suspended for now) 
 

Messy Church 
(Suspended for now) 

Who’s Who at St Katharine’s 
Churchwardens:     Valerie Marron  01204 456619 
     Janet Hollick   01942 731164 
Deputy Churchwarden:  Margaret Ryding  01204 270422 
PCC Secretary:    Mary Pryle     01204 697763 
PCC Treasurer:   Jean Hibbert    01204 691575 
Deputy PCC Treasurer: Bob Chapman /Mike Hollick 01204 697413/ 01942 731164 
Gift Aid/Charity Commission: Chris Skinner    01204 691097 
Electoral Roll Officer:  Sheila Kinrade  01204 695642 
Health & Safety: Mike Hollick/ Sheila Kinrade  01942 731164/ 01204 695642 
Organist/Choir Trainer:  Garyth Ingram   01942 859183 
Child Protection: Helen Gambles/ Janet Hollick 01942 832255/01942 731164 
Church flowers:   Jean Brandon   07840 333551 
Bellringers:    Michael Kay    01204 691544 
Men’s Fellowship:   Robert Long   01204 295427  

THE PARISH MAGAZINE: 

Editorial:  Mary Pryle  01204 697763 

Advertising:  Margaret Ryding/ Elaine McNabb
      01204 270422/ 468278 

Distribution:  Colin Chater and Ian Davies
     01204 697338/ 693589 

SAFEGUARDING  We are committed to safeguarding children, young people, victims 
of domestic abuse and vulnerable adults. If you have any concerns please contact: 
Vicar: Revd Angela Wynne on 01204 468150  
St Katharine’s Safeguarding Officer: Helen Gambles - 01942 832255 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer: Abbey Clephane-Wilson - 0161 828 1451 
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Dear Friends, 

Jesus said, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will 
never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be 
thirsty.” John 6.35 

One of the hardest things about the lockdown is not being 
able to share in the celebration of Holy Communion physically 
in church. For many, receiving the bread and wine is not just 
a remembering of Christ’s death for us, but it is a true means 
of grace, whereby we are strengthened by the Holy Spirit and 

gradually changed to be more like Christ himself. So it is a great loss not to be 
able to participate. 

However, we mustn’t forget that we can nevertheless come to Christ and be 
fed by him in our hearts. It is in turning to Christ in penitence and faith that 
the way is opened up for the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with God’s love and 
the power to do his will, and at the same time satisfying our hunger and 
longing for Him. This is true whether or not we physically receive the bread 
and wine.  

During our lockdown we are encouraged to work on this Spiritual Communion 
making time to pray and reflect. Rector Carol has sent out the daily prayer 
sheets for morning and evening to help us do this*. The lockdown with its 
fewer distractions presents an ideal opportunity to establish a daily routine or 
rhythm of prayer which we can take forward into post lockdown life. If we all 
did this that would be a very positive consequence of the Coronavirus 
pandemic. 

It is very hard for me to celebrate communion when no-one else can 
participate, at least not physically and even Peter, who could receive because 
he is in the same household as me, doesn’t because he feels that it is not 
“right” because you all can’t receive too. However, my prayer is that knowing 
I am doing it will encourage and bring you peace and comfort in a spiritual 
way. 

Here is a prayer that the Church of England has offered us to help us make 
that spiritual communion during the services you see on-line and it might be 
useful for you to use at other times too. 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, 
For all the benefits you have given me, 
For all the pains and insults you have borne for me. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
May I know you more clearly, Love you more dearly, 
And follow you more nearly, day by day, Amen.    

    (After the prayer of St Richard of Chichester.) 

Keep safe and keep well this month.  

The Lord bless us, and preserve us from all evil, and keep us in life eternal. 
Amen.    Angela. 

*You can find all the service sheets, videos and other resources on the website  

….http://stkatharine.net/  

http://stkatharine.net/
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‘Prayers for Bolton’ 

 

96.5 Bolton FM 

 

Sundays at 11am 

St Katharine’s Church is closed until further notice in line 
with the guidelines issued by the Church of England and 
Government for the duration of the Coronavirus. 

We are providing on-line services for the whole team during the time 
when we cannot gather in our own churches. 

You can watch these on the Youtube channel for the Blackrod, Daisy 
Hill, Westhoughton and Wingates Team at: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCDx266HLh9ShYeBJnON8ODg 

Or have a look at the website: https://stkatharine.net 

Can you help? 
If you have been watching the on-line services, which I really hope you have 
been, you will have heard Rector Carol and me asking for volunteers to take 
part in the services - either doing a reading, intercessing, or music. 

It is likely that we will continue with the on-line services for some time to 
come, and even when we return to church there may be a need for them for 
those unable to attend. 

So with this in mind and to make planning and organising better for all of us, 
we are going to put together a rota (wouldn't be church without a rota!) so 
that if you are taking part you have plenty of time to sort it out. 

A couple of you have volunteered already but this is a final call before we have 
a first attempt at a rota. We've supplied quite a few of the intercessions 
because we already had people lined up, but that will be spread out across the 
team more now. 

It would however be good to get some readers from St Katharine's if possible? 
If you are worried about the technicalities all you need is a device - phone, 
tablet, laptop with a voice recorder, and if you are really brave, a camera. We 
can help you with the rest. 

Hope to hear from you soon! Take care,  Angela. 
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PARISH DIARY FOR JUNE 

1  Mon  Visit of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth 

7 TRINITY SUNDAY 

11 Thurs Corpus Christi: Day of Thanksgiving for the   

  Institution of the Holy Communion 

12 Fri  Barnabas, the Apostle 

14 FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

21 SECOND SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

24 Fri  Birth of John the Baptist 

28 THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINTIY 

29 Mon  Peter and Paul, Apostles 
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Events Group News 
Well, I think “Nothing to Report” covers it nicely!!  It is now very likely that all 
the events for this year will not now take place and this includes our beloved 
Christmas Fair.  It would be irresponsible to put the crowds of people that 
support our Last Night of the Proms and the Christmas Fair in jeopardy.  

Home baking…. 

Some of you may remember quite a few years ago we asked people to put 
their favourite recipe forward and we made a St Katharine’s Recipe Book. 
During my recent kitchen sort out I came across a copy and have enjoyed 
making a couple of delicious cakes and thought you may like to have a go.  
Hopefully there is no copyright to the two parishioners who put them 
forward!!!  Jean Hibbert 

Thank you to Margaret Tickle for her 
All-in-One Cake 

8 oz  (225g)  S.R flour 
4oz   (110g)        margarine 
4oz   (110g)  soft brown or white sugar 
8oz   (225g)  dried fruit 
1 egg 
6 tablespoon milk 
Pinch of salt 

Put all the ingredients into a bowl and beat 
for 1 minute.  Turn into a lined 2lb loaf tin 
and dredge the top with sugar.  

Cook for 1-1.25hrs at 175C/gas mark 4 on a middle shelf.  Lovely on its own 
or buttered!! 

Thank you to Elaine McNabb for her Eccles Cake recipe 

1 block of frozen puff pastry – it can be bought ready 
rolled 
1lb   (450g)  sultanas 
2 heaped tablespoons soft brown sugar 
2-3 oz  (50-75g)  melted butter 
Granulated sugar for the top 

Thaw the pastry and roll out.  In a bowl mix together 
the sultanas and sugar, then add the butter and mix 
well.  On a floured board roll out the pastry and cut 
circles about 4ins across (breakfast cup size). 

Holding each circle in the palm of your hand add a spoonful of the fruit 
mixture. Shape into a round and with a little water pinch the edges together 
and seal into a ball. Put to one side to rest and do the same with all the 
circles. 

Starting with the first made, roll out carefully on a floured board to 3ins across 
and brush the top with water.  Sprinkle with sugar and prick with a fork.  
Place on a baking tray covered with greaseproof paper and leave to rest in the 
fridge for an hour. 

Bake in a hot oven 220C/gas mark 7 for 20 mins until golden brown – watch 
out for burning the sugar!!! 
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THERE IS NO LOCKDOWN IN NATURE 
Thoughts for June from Jane Dibnah and Bob Chapman 

 

“When through the woods and forest glades I wander 

And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees. 

When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 

And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze; 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee; 

How great Thou Art; How great Thou Art;” 

       Carl Gustav Boberg. 

“To see a world in a grain of sand and a heaven in a wild flower 

Hold infinity in the palm of your hand and eternity in an hour.” 

       William Blake. 

There is nothing to add to these insightful words. How easy it is to experience 
the beauty and wonder of this world as it was intended. A world created for 
us, for our health, well being and true contentment. 

William Henry Davies started his famous and much loved poem with these 
words: 

“What is this life if, full of care, We have no time to stand and stare..... 

No time to turn a beauty’s glance and watch her feet, 

how they can dance......” 

He concludes so accurately but with wonderful simplicity 

“A poor life this if, full of care, we have no time to stand and stare” 

Over the last 10 weeks or so, many of us have had ample time to plan, think 
and reflect on the world and our place in it, our actions and their 
consequences, so that when all the lockdown is behind us we will live a 
stronger Christian life to and for the glory of God. 

Bob Chapman and Jane Dibnah 
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Prayer  D iary for  June  

As we remember those whose lives you have guided, Lord, hear our 
prayer for your continuing guidance upon us.  Amen. 

1st Visit of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth. Mighty God, by whose 
grace Elizabeth rejoiced with Mary and greeted her as the mother of the Lord: 
look with favour on your lowly servants that with Mary, we may magnify your 
holy name and rejoice to acclaim her son our Saviour. 

Martyrs of Uganda, 1885-7, 1997. Christians in Uganda unite on this 
day to remember former Ugandans who witnessed to Christ and died for their 
faith. Pray for them and all Christians in Africa, including those in Malawi 
especially all who take risks for their faith. Remember John Sentamu, 
Archbishop of York, a Ugandan who fled the persecution of Idi Amin. Give 
thanks for his Ministry and pray for Him and his wife as they embrace 
retirement. 

4th Petroc, abbot, 6th Century. Often known as “the captain of Cornish 
saints”. Give thanks for our inheritance of Celtic faith and its search to know 
God more clearly. Pray for the work of St Petroc’s Society working, with 
others, with the homeless in Cornwall. 

5th Boniface (Wynfrith) of Crediton, Bishop, Apostle of Germany, 
Martyr, 754. Born in Devon, Wynfrith took the name of Boniface on 
entering a monastery in Exeter. Rejecting a “safe” career in the church, he 
undertook evangelism in Germany and reform of the church in France. An old 
man, he was murdered by a bunch of Pagans. He is judged to have had a 
wider influence on European history than any other Englishman. Give thanks 
for people of courage and commitment. 

6th Ini Kapuria, Founder of the Melanesian Brotherhood, 1945. A 
native policeman in the Solomon Islands until a vision of Jesus led him to 
serve his community differently. He became a popular and successful 
evangelist, introducing and living the Gospel in the remotest villages of the 
Melanesian islands. Under his guidance, people came forward to offer 
themselves in the service of others. Give thanks for those who, in the current 
outbreak of covid19, have been prompted to service: for kindliness and 
generosity of spirit that so many have received.  

7th Trinity Sunday. Glory and Honour be to God in the 
unity of the Trinity. 

9th Columba, Abbot of Iona, Missionary, 597. Born into 
an ancient house of Ulster, he trained as a monk and founded 
many monasteries including Kells, eventually leaving Ireland to 
settle in Iona where he and twelve others established the 
Community which still exists. Columba was concerned it should 
be a place of mission and it became a catalyst for the 
expansion of Christianity throughout Scotland. It remains a 

magnet for those who seek peace and healing. Give thanks today for all 
Christian communities and places of friendship and peace where all may be 
welcome and ask for grace on our own community at St Katharine’s that we 
may be effective in mission. 

11th Corpus Christi; Day of Thanksgiving for the Institution of Holy 
Communion.  Broken for me, broken for you, the body of Jesus broken 
for you…..for your forgiveness, making you new. Give thanks for the grace 
and life eternal offered to us in His blood. 

12th Barnabas, The Apostle. Though not named among the twelve 
disciples, he plays a significant role in Acts, a clear leader who sold all he had 
to follow Christ. As a Levite he was doubly important as an outsider who 
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crossed divides of tribe and race. He was sent to Antioch to foster 
relationships with Greeks and other non-Jews. Pray for the same spirit of 
cooperation in our world, one which overlooks differences of faith, culture, 
colour, ethnicity or gender and can remember that we are all children of the 
same God. 

16th Richard, Bishop of Chichester, 1253. Known for his love of 
learning and for the people in his care, especially the poor. May we pray as he 
prayed, to know God more clearly, love him more dearly and follow him more 
nearly day by day. 

17th Samuel and Henrietta Barnett, Social Reformers, 1913 and 
1936.Give thanks for those who dedicate themselves to making life better for 
others. Include those who run or contribute to Food Banks especially the 
people of Urban Outreach in Bolton. 

18th Bernard Mizeki, Apostle of the MaShona, Martyr, 1986. Born in 
Portuguese East Africa, he became a Christian after working in Cape Town. 
Moving to what is now Zimbabwe, he dedicated himself to translating and 
evangelising. Pray for Africa, especially those people who live in poor 
conditions, amongst crime and violence and political upheaval. Give thanks for 
their dignity and cheerfulness and pray for all effort to nourish them. 

19th Sadhu Sundar Singh, Evangelist, Teacher of the Faith, 1929. Born 
to wealthy Sikh parents, he converted to Christianity and was baptised in the 
Anglican church in Simla. He travelled around the Indian subcontinent, 
preaching, preferring to assimilate with the majority by dressing as Sadh, a 
holy man. Despite ill health he made regular trips across the Himalayas into 
Tibet preaching the Gospel. Still only 40, he made what was to be his last trip 
and disappeared, his fate unknown. May we know something of his courage 
and vision to venture into the unknown for our faith. 

21st Midsummer Day. May our hearts be lifted in gladness on the 
longest day of light in the northern hemisphere. The Lord has done great 
things for us and we are made joyful. 

22nd Alban, First Martyr of Britain, c250. Lived in Verulamium, an 
important Roman settlement, now St Albans. He gave shelter to a priest 
whose humility and prayerfulness impressed him so much that he asked to be 
taught the faith and was converted. Alban gave himself instead of the priest to 
the Roman authorities. Refusing to recant his faith, he was beheaded. Lord 
grant us courage to face trials and temptations even at great cost. 

24th Birth of John the Baptist. Even before his birth, John was seen as 
being endowed with grace to bring good news of the Anointed One and to 
encourage people to live lives worthy of the great promise. His leaping about 
in his mother’s womb on the visit of Mary, is seen as a joyful anticipation of 
the birth of Christ. John’s role as Christ’s forerunner is described in all four 
Gospels. Ask for grace to prepare the way of the Lord in our own hearts. 

27th Cyril, Bishop of Alexandria, Teacher of the Faith, 444. An 
outstanding theologian, responsible for the foundation of Christian orthodoxy 
at the Council of Ephesus. Pray for Christians in Egypt, frequently persecuted 
for their faith and for all people of faith in the Middle East that they may find 
tolerance and friendship together as children of Abraham who share an ancient 
faith. 

29th Peter and Paul, Apostles. They inspired by their teaching and their 
example of steadfastness and dynamism glorifying God in their lives and in 
their deaths. They were appointed to “bear fruit that shall last”. Give thanks 
that we, through all the Fathers in Faith, can taste the fruit. Pray for the priest 
and people of St Paul’s, Blantyre, Malawi. 

In your unfailing love, O Lord, you heard the people whom you have 
redeemed. 
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Missing Messy Church?  

If you’re missing Messy Church here’s a link where you can find lots of 
things to do at home. You may need to get a bit of help from a parent 
or guardian.  Have a look and see what you can do. 

https://www.messychurch.org.uk/resources/messy-church-
home-ideas  

Here’s some pictures from Messy Church in June 2019…..all about the 
Trinity. 

https://www.messychurch.org.uk/resources/messy-church-home-ideas
https://www.messychurch.org.uk/resources/messy-church-home-ideas
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SAINT OF THE MONTH 
St Alban, Britain’s first Christian martyr - 22nd June 

Alban was the very first Christian martyr in 
Britain, or at least the first we know of. A 
‘martyr’ is someone who has died for the faith 
– the word literally means ‘witness’. He was 
probably killed during the persecution under 
the emperor Diocletian in the early years of the 
fourth century, in the late stages of the Roman 
occupation of Britain. His martyrdom took place 
in the Roman city of Verulamium, which is now 
St Albans, in Hertfordshire. 

The church historian Bede, writing six hundred 
years after Alban‘s death, records that Alban 
was a Roman citizen (possibly a soldier) who 
gave shelter to a priest who was being hunted 
by the Romans. During the priest’s stay in his 
home, Alban was converted to the Christian 
faith. When the soldiers eventually tracked the 
priest down, they arrived at Alban’s house and 
insisted on searching it.  What they found was 
Alban dressed in the priest’s clothes, while their 
real prey escaped. They arrested Alban and 
demanded that he make a sacrifice to the 
Emperor – a common test of loyalty. He 
refused. He was then condemned to death and 
taken into the amphitheatre, which still stands 
in the fields below St Alban’s Abbey, to be put 
to death. One of his executioners was 
converted, Bede claims, but the other one took 
a sword and beheaded him. He was buried 
nearby, on a site where a shrine was later 
erected. 

In the early fifth century two Continental 
bishops, Germanus of Auxerre and Lupus of 
Troyes, were sent to Britain and record that 
they visited the shrine of Alban at Verulamium. 
The date of their visit was given as 429. 

The martyrdom of Alban is a reminder that 
Christianity was planted first in these islands 
during the Roman occupation, though it was all 
but extinguished in England in the dark 
centuries that followed, until people like David, 
Cuthbert, and the other Celtic missionaries 
restored the faith in many parts of the land, especially in the north. The fact 
that his shrine existed and was venerated right through to the time of Bede 
also demonstrates that the faith did not die out completely, even in the south 
of England. 

Not a great deal is known about Alban apart from the story of his 
martyrdom, but what we do know is probably enough to give him a 
substantial claim to be the patron saint of England ahead of the foreigner St 
George.        From Parish Pump 

St Alban stained glass window 
in Lancaster Priory 
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A FAMILY RUN INDEPENDENT BUSINESS 

OFFERING PERSONAL SERVICE AT AFFORDABLE PRICES 
 

* Available 24 hours a day 

* Private Chapels 

*  Home visits 

*  Eco funerals 

* Pre-paid funeral plans 

* Memorial masonry 
 

 

81 MASON STREET,  

HORWICH,  BL6 5RB 

TEL:  01204 694999 
enquiries@deighansfunerals.co.uk 
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Blackrod Gardening Group 

A huge thank you to everyone in the Blackrod Gardening Group for 
making our village look so magnificent with all the new summer 
planting. Special thanks to Margaret Sumner for looking after our 
planters and borders at church, as well as bringing all the plants to 
Blackrod for us.   

Pole Green Garden Centre in Charnock Richard are now 
reopened and the plants are blooming.  Such a shame we missed out 
on our Plant Sale in May. They have a waiting system in place for 
those wanting to collect plants themselves but it has been very busy.  
Open from 9am to 5pm, and until 8pm on Thursdays. See facebook 

page at https://www.facebook.com/pg/Pole-Green-Nurseries-
157566571059166/  

Also open is Heaton Fold Garden Centre on Overdale Drive in 
Bolton and they will deliver – 01204 336848  Monday – Friday 10-

4pm.  The café is closed at the moment.  See Website at https://
www.heatonfold.co.uk/  

JOKE:  I  can see why some people are calling this lockdown 
‘gardening time’ – nine weeks ago I planted myself on the sofa and 
now I’ve grown twice the size!  

https://www.facebook.com/pg/Pole-Green-Nurseries-157566571059166/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/Pole-Green-Nurseries-157566571059166/
https://www.heatonfold.co.uk/
https://www.heatonfold.co.uk/
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Retreat Restaurants 
Now closed until further notice 

See Facebook for news 

of the food delivery service 
https://localordersonline.co.uk/retreat/ 
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PETER ’S  

HOUSE SERVICES 
 

OFFERED: Painting,  

Carpet Deep Cleans,  

Re-let Property Cleans, 
Small items removed. 

 

Pressure Washing, 

Oven Cleaning, 

Basic Cleaning 
 

27 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
 

Phone 07843 921159 

 

DOOTSONS 
TELEVISIONS 

 

Digital - Hifi - Electrical 
Sales and Service 

 

All makes of TV inc. Sony,  
Panasonic, Toshiba, Samsung 

 

New or Pre-owned 
Plasma and LCD or LED 

 

More than 50 Years of Service 
1963 - 2019 

 

Still at 4, Station Road 

Blackrod 

Tel: 01204 697419 

Email: dootsonstv@uwclub.net 
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S.E.D. JOINERY 
 

Hardwood, Softwood or UPVC 
Windows and Doors 

UPVC Fascia & Soffits 
Blown or failed double glazed 

units replaced 
 

For a free estimate 
Tel: 01257 435431 or 07957 259043 

 

 

The Woollen Hideaway 
We’ve moved - New Address!  

The Long Room, Babylon Lane, 
Adlington, PR6 9NR 

 
 

Wool  Buttons  Patterns  Needles  Ribbon 
 

OPEN: Tuesday to Saturday 9am to 4pm 
Late night Thursday to 9pm 

 
 

Mob:  07890 700727   Tel: 01257 485693 
Email: barbararudd56@gmail.com 
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S.E.D.Roofing 
 

 

Slating, tiling, lead work,  
Pointing ridge tiles, chimneys,  

Guttering, dry verges and dry ridges.  

 

For a free estimate 
Tel: 01257 435431 
or 07957 259043  

Painter and Decorator 
Residential, Retail and Commercial Properties 

 

30 years experience  
City & Guilds Qualified 

 

Competitive Rates               7 Days a week 
FREE Estimates  FREE Advice and Guidance 

 

REDUCED RATES FOR OAP’S 
For a professional, friendly and informative service 

 

Call 01204 695900  
72 Harrison Crescent, Blackrod 

 

106 CHURCH STREET, BLACKROD 

TEL: 01204 667700 
200 Watt high powered vertical & horizontal sunbeds 

Call and meet our friendly staff 

All Beauty Treatments available  

NEW - IPL Permanent Hair removal 
and Skin rejuvenation 

Gift Vouchers ~ Acrylic Nails ~ Pamper yourself  

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 9am - 8pm 
Saturdays 9am - 4pm. 

Your Local Electrician and Plumber 

For  a l l  your  E lec tr ica l,  Heat ing  
and P lum bing needs ca l l  Tom  on  

01257 485188 or 07494 550297 

Painter & Decorator 
Est 1981 
 
 

07746792769 
Philipalker@icloud.com 

Est: 1985 

 

Qualified, Professional 
 

VIOLIN & VIOLA 
TUITION 

Barbara Taylor ALCM 
 

Any age. Beginners welcome. 
 

Telephone: 01204 692944 
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BLACKROD HOUSE 
Residential Care Home for the Elderly 

With Specialist Dementia Care Unit  

Experienced, well trained staff  
provide 24 hour care in a friendly  

and homely environment. 

Chorley  Road 
Blackrod 
Bolton BL6 

Tel: 01204 690287/227736  
blackrodhouse@sky.com 

www.blackrodhouse.co.uk 

Residential / Dementia Care  
Long Term / Respite Available 

Contact us for details 
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ALL MEMBERS & NON-MEMBERS 
ARE WELCOME AT THE HILLTOPS!!  

 

Bowl ing Green -  Snooker  -  Darts  

 
The Club is available for any function, any day 

(excl. Saturday evenings) 
 

The ideal venue for WEDDINGS, CHRISTENINGS,  

FUNERALS and all those SPECIAL OCCASIONS 

Our Function Room can accommodate up to 130 people 
To Book please telephone 01204 697010 -  

 

The Hilltops will be closed  
for the foreseeable future. 

 

This is to fall in line with 
the current situation. 

 

Hope you all stay safe and well   
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DIAGNOSTICS - CAMBELTS 

MOT WORK - TYRES 

EXHAUSTS 

4X4s - DIESELS ETC 

ARCON / SERVICE 

 

Back of 75 Chorley New Road 

(Just off Beatrice Street) 

 Horwich, BL6 7QA 

 

Tel 01204 694444 

 

O LD M ETHO DI ST CHURCH 
21  M ARKET STREET,  ADLI NG TO N, PR7 4HE  

 
 
 
 
 

Bal l oon i n  a Box  
Bal l oon Pr i nt i ng  

Besp ok e Vi nyl  Pr i nt  Bal l oons  
Stuf f i ng Bal l oons  

Pers onal i sed Sashes 
Hel i um Hi re  

 

D el ivery  Se rv ice  Avai lab le  

BALLOONS,  PART Y GOODS 
FANCY DRESS & ACCESSORIES  

FOR ALL OCCASIONS  

CENTRAL HEATING 
Engineer & Plumber 

 

Reasonable Rates 
 

07510879655 
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Blackrod Library is closed to visitors until further notice.  All existing 
loan due dates and reservation collection dates have been extended by 90 
days.  If any fines are incurred at this time these will be waived by staff when 
the customer is able to return their books. You can still use the e-book service 
and also borrow magazines.  Look on the website for more details 

https://www.boltonlams.co.uk/libraries 

THINKING OF HOLIDAYS? Here’s what not to ask……! 
 

Top Ten Silliest Questions asked on a Cruise Ship 

– Paul Grayson, Cruise Director for the Royal Caribbean Cruise Line 

 Do these steps go up or down? 

 What do you do with the beautiful ice carvings after they melt? 

 Which elevator do I take to get to the front of the ship? 

 Does the crew sleep on the ship? 

 Is this island completely surrounded by water? 

 Does the ship make its own electricity? 

 Is it salt-water in the toilets? 

 What elevation are we at? 

 There’s a photographer on board who takes photos and displays them the 
next day… the question was asked: ‘If the pictures aren’t marked, how will 
I know which ones are mine?’ 

 What time is the Midnight Buffet being served? 

(From Parish Pump) 

From Daisy Hill With Love  
Inspired by the Cooper Art Gallery Jigsaw Challenge (Barnsley 
Museums), a Daisy Hill Jigsaw Challenge has been created using 
the Jigsaw Planet website - links to the puzzles can be found on  
St James’ section of  A Church Near You (ACNY) webpage. Use 
this link  https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16049  

In these “stay at home days” when many of us are looking for distraction and 
hope, perhaps a digital Jigsaw puzzle might help. These have been created as 
a light-hearted attempt to bring some amusement. The time a player takes to 
complete the puzzle is shown - see if you can be the fastest in your house or 
improve on your own time. 

There are a growing collection of puzzles each with different shaped pieces 
and a different number of pieces, some have a connection to St. James 
church, just to remind us what it looks like, and others use photographs taken 
in gardens or when we could travel the world.  We hope they will challenge 
both children and adults. New puzzles will be added to the collection, as the 
weeks of ‘lockdown’ continue. 

Thank you to Glenys at St James, Daisy Hill for this information. 

 

And look out for the new Blackrod album on Jigsaw Planet - follow this link: 

https://www.jigsawplanet.com/BL6Blackrod 

https://www.boltonlams.co.uk/libraries
https://www.jigsawplanet.com/BL6Blackrod?viewas=1cd0d220af43
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BLACKROD HISTORY GROUP 

BLACKROD GAS WORKS By David Hargreaves 

In 1812, the first gas works, sited in London, was opened, for commercial use. 
The following year, Westminster Bridge was the first public road to be 
illuminated.  At first it was only street users that benefited from this new form 
of lighting. The public, after much persuasion tentatively accepted gas into 
their homes. But a fear still was there. 

However, by the 1840’s any British town with more than 2,500 inhabitants 
had a gas works. The supply of gas into one’s home had become a must have 
by the middle class. In Blackrod it was not until the mid - 1860’s that a group 
of local businessmen decided to set up a company and build a gas works to 
supply Blackrod and it’s neighbourhood. 

In May 1867, shares were on sale for £1. The Company secretary was James 
Saunders, who during the day was a school master in Blackrod. The following 
month a tender was put out for, “the excavating and completion of a gas 
holder tank”. 

The siting of the new works was on land on Grimeford Lane, some 170 feet 
below Blackrod on its ridge. This was the thought of the old school of gas 
works builders. They also recommended the easy access to coal and of the 
easy removal of the by-products. The Directors went with the old school 
thinking. The supply of coal was not a problem. Most of the Board members 
were either mine owners or directors of coal pits. 

The building of the works did not go without mishap.  On 16th July 1867 two 
men, both from Wigan, died in a freak accident on site. A brickmaker and his 
labourer, there to make bricks for the new gas work buildings, had erected a 
cabin to sleep in, next to their kilns. The cabins roof was constructed of sods 
covered by earth, estimated later of weighing two to three tons. Heavy rain, 
while they slept, loosened the material and the roof fell in on them. There was 
a third person in the cabin, Ralph Peters who managed to crawl free. The 
other two were not as lucky. Despite efforts to get to the trapped men, 
nothing could be done to save their lives. The two men were named as 
Thomas Bradshaw (one newspaper wrongly printed the name as Thomas 
Derbyshire) and William Lee.  A further printing error occurred when it was 
stated that the men had died on Smethurst and Co’s property. This was later 
changed to the Gas Works site. 

No sooner was the Gas Works up and running when a new company under the 
name of “Adlington and Blackrod Gas Company” put in an offer for the works.  
Another offer was made to Adlington Gas Works.  Blackrod accepted but 
Adlington refused. So, the new company began selling shares.  Adverts for 
these appeared in all the local newspapers. 

The Directors became more ambitious and made a bid to raise the capital of 
the Company from £5000 to £10,000 by the issue of 1,000 new shares at £5 
each.  At the shareholders meeting at the gas office on Grimeford Lane, at the 
end of April 1874 it was stated that all was “entirely satisfactory”. Plans were 
also discussed that although the works are in a fair condition, improvements 
where needed. It was proposed that as well as new machinery, extra land 
should be bought and three houses added to the site. A new gas holder was 
also included in the plans. 

In November 1875 the Blackrod Gas Bill was put before the House of Lords. 
The request was to dissolve the old Company and re-incorporate, the building 
work to go ahead and an attempt to take over Adlington Gas works once 
again. Two objections were received, one from, as you would expect, 
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Adlington, and the other from 
Blackrod Council. What 
problem the council had is not 
known. On 13th May 1876, 
both objections were 
withdrawn and by July the bill 
was passed.  The takeover of 
Adlington Gas Company was 
abandoned and never 
appeared again. 

Once the Bill had been passed 
the Directors advertised for a 
manager. The request was for 
someone who “must be a good 
stoker, understand the whole 
routine of gas making, main 
and service laying, meter 
fixing etc”. Wages were 25 
shillings a week with house, 
fuel and gas. Recent 
testimonials as to character 
and abilities were to be 
supplied. 

Shares continued to be offer for sale as the company with all its new buildings 
prospered.  Unfortunately, in 1882 and 1886 they were prosecuted for the 
quality of the gas and an “unjust weight bridge”.  For that they were fined 10 
shillings. 

An advert was placed in 1894 for a new works manager.  John Kellett was 
given the post and remained in the job for the next 40 years. 

The First World War had the Gas Works close to failure. One of John Kellett’s 
sons and two workers went to war. With it being almost impossible to obtain 
labour and materials the Company found it difficult to keep going, however, 
survive they did. John Kellett made the Gas Works a success. 

In 1927 a Gas Showroom opened at 107 New Street, Blackrod, by the 
Company. Mr Kellett became a well-respected member of Blackrod 
Community. He held various Directorships of mine companies, was on the 
Board of Management of Blackrod Senior Council School and Chair of Blackrod 
Urban District Council. He became a Mason at Horwich Lodge by 1903. He 
lived in various houses in the Village. At 6 and 8 Grimeford Lane, Wyndcliff, 
Station Road and Sunnydale, Grimeford Lane before moving to 46 Highfield 
Road, Chorley, were he died in 1946. 

John Kellett’s two sons followed him into the Gas Trade. His eldest son, also 
John, became Manager of the Blackrod Gas works, after his Father. Robert, 
the other son, also work at the Gas Works as well as being a member of the 
Blackrod Volunteer Fire Brigade. 

In 1936 Blackrod Gas Works was taken over by Chorley Council and after 
World War 2 it closed.  Except for the 5 houses on Grimeford Lane that had 
housed the office and homes for the staff, no visual sight can be seen of the 
Gas works, no photos of it have ever been found. 

Map from website: www.archiuk.com - Old Victorian Ordnance Survey  1888-1913 
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EASY FUNDRAISING – have you signed up? 

Thank you to everyone for raising donations for St Katharine's Church, 
Blackrod with #easyfundraising! If you haven't signed up yet, it's easy and 
completely FREE. 4,000 shops and sites will donate to us when you use easy-
fundraising to do your everyday online shopping - at no extra cost to you! 
Every donation you raise makes a difference to us so please sign up today. 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
stkatharineschurchblackrod/ 

Encore production by Adlington Music and Arts 

In case you missed this last month I am in possession of 32 tickets for the 
show which has been cancelled along with everything else. The Society 
contacted me and they are hoping to stage Encore towards the end of April 
2021 so if it’s OK with you all we will sort things out in the spring.  Jean H 

 

Blackrod Scarecrow Festival  

Another victim of the coronavirus but write the new date in your calendar!!! 

3rd and 4th July 2021  
With that date in mind I’m sure there will be a few Donald Trump effigies and 
Stars and Stripes banners around!!! Unfortunately both Ironman UK and 
Horwich Music Festival have muscled in on “our weekend” but we shall crack 
on regardless.  Angela and Janet are looking forward to heading the festival 
and we shall all feel like celebrating after all the lockdown is over.  Meantime 
if you have any queries or would like to help the contact details are: 

Angela:  07982267060 – keithstridgeon@yahoo.co.uk 

Janet:  07956835210  -  jfielding11@hotmail.co.uk  

And a huge thank you to all who supported the 2019 Scarecrow Festival – 
watch out for yet another bench for you to enjoy funded by festival funds.  
See if you can spot where it will be!!! 

Create Bolton Fundraising Appeal 
Create Bolton, based on the ground floor of Claremont House 
in Bolton Town Centre, uses ‘the Arts’ in their widest sense to 
make a difference to people’s lives and the wider Bolton 
community. Many people in Blackrod have benefitted from the 
craft courses and the café in the last few years, and our very 

own Scarecrow Festival banner, now on display in the Library, was made at 
Create!  Most of their regular income comes from Café Create but that has 
had to currently close and, as with many other charities, they are struggling 
for funds. Therefore they have set up a donations appeal with many ‘creative’ 
fundraising ideas. To find out more about these ideas and how you may be 
able to support Create Bolton please visit their website:  

www.createbolton.org.uk  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stkatharineschurchblackrod/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stkatharineschurchblackrod/
mailto:keithstridgeon@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:jfielding11@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.createbolton.org.uk/
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THE PARISH MAGAZINE 

NEXT ISSUE - July 2020 

Please give in items for the next issue 
by 15th June. 

Please send all items by e-mail to: 
marypryle@yahoo.co.uk 

The Editorial Committee will approve 
the articles submitted.  

Thank you to everyone who has 
contributed to this issue. 

Coronavirus Self-isolation 

We hope to continue to produce the 
magazine during this time of self-
isolation. Unfortunately we are not 
able to print and deliver it as usual, 
but hope many of you are seeing it 
via the website. Please feel free to 
pass it on electronically to friends and 
family.  

If you know of anyone who might 
like to receive a paper copy 
please get in touch.  

If you have any stories or messages 
you would like us to include, please 
send them in via the website, or by 
email. Thank you. 

Please note - the cut-off date is also 
for donations given in memory of 
loved ones, if you wish an 
acknowledgement to appear in the 
next magazine.  

Advertisements 
Advertising space in this publication is 
sold in good faith and the editor/ 
publication team take no 
responsibility for the quality of goods 
or services offered. 
 
Data protection 
We would be grateful if you could 
check with the editorial committee 
before re-publishing information from 
this magazine. 
Anything which is re-published on 
social media sites or the local 
newspapers could be in contravention 
of copyright, or personal rights.  
Thank you. 

READINGS FOR SUNDAYS 
IN JUNE 

(Year A) 

7th:  Trinity Sunday 
Reading:  Isaiah 40 12-17, 27-end 
Psalm 8 
Reading: 2 Corinthians 13. 11-end 
Gospel: Matthew 28. 16-20  

14th: Trinity 1 
Reading: Exodus 19. 2-8a 
Psalm 100 
Reading: Romans 5. 1-8 
Gospel: Matthew 9.35 - 10.8 

21st: Trinity 2 
Reading: Jeremiah 20. 7-13 
Psalm 69. 8-11, 18-20 
Reading: Romans 6. 1b-11 
Gospel: Matthew 10. 24-39 

28th: Trinity 3 
Reading: Jeremiah 28. 5-9 
Psalm 89. 1-4, 15-18 
Reading: Romans 6. 12 - end 
Gospel: Matthew 10. 40 - end 
 

The collection of stamps 
is ongoing so just keep them at 
home and fill up the box on the 
table in the lower room as soon as 
we are allowed back in church.  
They will be sent on to RNIB when 
we have a good batch – thank you 
on their behalf. 
 
Hope you are enjoying your 

Ladies Who Lunch In 
Isolation in the back garden. 
Once we are given the go-ahead by 
the government and the Diocese 
that meeting restrictions have been 
lifted then “we’ll meet again”…….  – 
meantime stay safe. 
  

Coffee Shop  -  keep practising 
at home and one day we will 
reopen! 
 
Jean Hibbert 
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Given In Memory 
This month we acknowledge gifts totalling £420 given to our church including 
the following given in memory of loved ones………… 

The Memorial Fund 

In memory of Allen Haydock from John Speak 

In memory of Marjorie Poxon from Diane and Barry 

In memory of Kathleen and George Galley from Janet and Andrew 

In loving memory of Harry Pennington from Shirley 

In memory of Gladys Wignall from John Speak 

In loving memory of Gladys Wignall with love from Gwen, Frank and family 

In memory of Gwennie Speak from Frank and Ann Speak 

In memory of Gladys Wignall from frank and Ann Speak 

Donations 

Anon as an Easter offering 

From Peter and Robert Dootson 

Demijohn - £5 

From Janet Smith 

The Organ Fund 

In loving memory of Harry Pennington from Shirley 

 

Message from the Treasurer 

Sincere thanks to all those who have contacted me about what to do with their 
weekly envelopes to support church during the crisis and it is deeply 
appreciated.  Just continue filling your envelopes week by week at home and 
bring them to church as soon as we can reopen.  

Alternatively you could pop them through my door at 6 Nightingale Road and I 
will make sure they are processed as they are at present. 

As ever you are a vital cog in the financial wellbeing of St Katharine’s and your 
contributions whether large or small are equally important to ensure there is a 
centre of worship in Blackrod for many years to come.  Thank you. 

To date Envelopes totalling £944 have been handed in to 6 Nightingale Road and 
have been paid into the Bank. This represents about half of our normal envelope 
receipts for a month so money juggling is about to take place so we can honour 
our parish share for the half year at the end of June!  Jean Hibbert 

And now you can make an online donation direct to St 
Katharine’s through Easyfundraising. Use this link: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stkatharineschurchblackrod/?q=st%
20katharine%27s%20church,%20blackrod&cat=cause-autosuggest  

Or go to the Easyfundraising website and look for St Katharine’s Church, 
Blackrod, to support. You will see a green button saying “Make a donation” so 
you just click on that and follow the instructions to put in your details. If you 
have any questions, or queries, contact Mary at marypryle@yahoo.co.uk and I 
will do my best to help. Thank you! 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stkatharineschurchblackrod/?q=st%20katharine%27s%20church,%20blackrod&cat=cause-autosuggest
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stkatharineschurchblackrod/?q=st%20katharine%27s%20church,%20blackrod&cat=cause-autosuggest
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THE PARISH REGISTERS 
 

~ FUNERALS ~ 
With sympathy for family and friends 

 

Gladys Wignall 
Aged 99 years. 

Funeral on Thursday 14th May 2020. 
Service and Burial in Blackrod Cemetery. 

Christian Aid 

Many thanks to those who have let me have their 
Christian Aid envelopes and £86.20 has been sent on 
with our love.  

I know quite a few people have donated online which is great! As £2,000 was 
usually collected in the village that is a huge gap to fill for the charity. 

Happy Birthday to Barbara  

We would like to pass very belated happy birthday congratulations on to our 
Christian Aid co-ordinator, Barbara Miccoli, who celebrated a significant 
birthday way back in January and instead of gifts she asked friends and 
relatives to pop something inside her Christian Aid box – thinking of others 
always! Jean Hibbert 

 

CHRISTIAN AID SAYS THANK YOU…..Together, 
you’ve helped raise over £1 million for Christian Aid 
Week so far! 

Sophie Brightwell, Christian Aid Week Manager, says: ‘I’m 
so grateful to our supporters for rising to the challenge of 
fundraising in new ways. You’ve shown that love never 
gives up. Every £1 you donate is vital and helps transform 
lives around the world – needed now more than ever.’ 

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Please remember all the businesses and services, large or small, who 
advertise through our pages and support us every month, and continue to 
pray for them.  Some have offered delivery services and safe shopping 
opportunities for all those being shielded against the pandemic.  Each one of 
them will have been affected in some way by the happenings of the last few 
weeks - please support them now if you can.  
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Please continue to keep in touch with a friend from church or a neighbour by 
giving them a ring – they may not have heard from anyone for days especially 
if they are self isolating.  

Encourage them to look on St Katharine’s website if they can and share 
Angela’s online services or read the magazine – www.stkatharine.net  Perhaps 
you could print one off for them if they are not online? Maybe an offer of 
picking up a bit of shopping or the paper would help?  

This is where “If I needed a neighbour were you there?” becomes a reality – 
together we will get through this time.           Jean Hibbert. 

Fortalice for Survivors 
 

Fortalice have recently written to Valerie Marron, 
Churchwarden, with information about the launch of a 
fundraising campaign – Fortalice for Survivors – aiming to 
raise £25,000 towards keeping their services running.  
 

The letter says: 
“…This is the first chunk of a shortfall of £200,000 in our annual funding, a 
shortage made worse by the current coronavirus crisis. These are incredibly 
difficult times for all of us, but for those families living with, or trying to 
recover from domestic abuse, it’s their toughest ordeal yet. Opportunities for 
escape are scarce, as are chance sot tell work colleagues or friends what is 
happening. There is no school, so children no longer have a safe space to 
spend time each day. 
 

As demand rises, we are seeing a drop in donations and vital fundraising 
activities are cancelled. We need to raise funds to respond appropriately to 
the ever evolving pandemic, which is likely to have n=more devastating 
impacts over time. We know that some of you are experiencing financial 
uncertainty yourselves, so please only give if you are able to. Any donation is 
hugely appreciated. 
 

One of our residents who recently left the refuge commented: “Being in 
Fortalice has really changed my life for the better. Me and my daughter have 
had so much support from all the fantastic staff. I have had time and help to 
fix myself and feel so much better. Seeing my daughter blossom from a shy, 
quiet little girl into a bright, talkative and confident girl has made every 
second worth it”. 
 
If you feel you can, please make a donation. You can either go online at 
https://justgiving.com/campaign/fortaliceforsurvivors or visit our 
website www.fortalice.org.uk and donate in any of the ways shown when you 
click “Donate”. 
 

Alternatively, please send us a cheque payable to Fortalice Ltd. to 43 Bradford 
Street, Bolton, BL2 1HT 
 

Thank you, your support is much valued. 
Gill Smallwood, Chief Executive, and Diane Hawkins, Chair. 

http://www.stkatharine.net
https://justgiving.com/campaign/fortaliceforsurvivors
http://www.fortalice.org.uk
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CHIROPODIST 
Denise Thompson 

MSSCh MBChA 
 

Visiting Practice 
Professional Advice Given 

 

Please telephone for an appointment 
 

Mobile 07956 913377 

N.A.F.D.    Established 1848            B.I.E. 
 

The Livesey  
Funeral Service 

 

Church Street, Horwich,  
BL6 7BR 

Tel: 01204 696311 
 

Independent Family Owned and Run Business 
Golden Charter pre-paid funeral plans available 

 

 

http://www.phillipsbutchers.com 
 

Memorial Masons 
 

New Memorials ~ Inscriptions 
Cleaning ~ Renovations 

 

Office and Showroom 
Unit 6, Blackrod Industrial Estate 

Scot Lane, Blackrod 
 

Telephone: 01942 832176 
 

Home Visits by Arrangement
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6 Blackhorse Street, Blackrod 
Tel. 01204 692309 

 

OPEN 7 Days a week. 8am - 10pm 
 

Services:- 
   Lottery    Cash machine    News 
Fruit and Vegetables    Groceries  

Off Licence    Stationery 
 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
 

 
 
 
 
 

POST  OFFICE  
Postal Services, Cash deposits, Moneygram 

Postal Orders, Car Tax, 
E Top Ups, Electronic bill payment 

Pre-order travel Money 
Euro and US Dollar currency 

 


