The Seventh Sunday of Easter
(The Sunday after Ascension Day)
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The Eucharist 
President
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

All
Amen.





The Lord be with you

All



and also with you.





Alleluia. Christ is risen.

All 



He is risen indeed. Alleluia.
President

What God has prepared for those who love him, 




he has revealed to us through the Spirit; 




for the Spirit searches everything.  




Therefore, let us in penitence open our hearts to the Lord, 




who has prepared good things for those who love him. (silent reflection)
All
O King enthroned on high, 

filling the earth with your glory: 


holy is your name, Lord God almighty.  


In our sinfulness we cry to you to take our guilt away, 


and to cleanse our lips to speak your word, 


through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
President
May the God of love and power 


forgive you and free you from your sins, 


heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 


and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 

All
Amen.

The Gloria
All
Glory be to God in heaven,


Peace to those who love him well;


On the earth let all his people,


Speak his grace, his wonders tell:


Lord we praise you for your glory,


Mighty Father, heaven’s King;


Hear our joyful adoration


And accept the thanks we bring.


Only Son of God the Father,


Lamb who takes our sin away,


Now with him in triumph seated,


For your mercy, Lord we pray;


Jesus Christ, most high and holy,


Saviour you are God alone


In the glory of the father


With the Spirit Three in one.

THE COLLECT for the 7th Sunday after Easter
President
Let us pray.
(silent prayer)
O God the King of glory, 

you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ
with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: 

we beseech you, leave us not comfortless,

but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us 

and exalt us to the place where our Saviour Christ is gone before, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.  

All
Amen.

¶ The Liturgy of the Word

FIRST READING
Acts 1. 6-14
 
        read by ElaineSimkin


A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

When the apostles had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’  He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority.  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’  When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.  While he was going and they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them.  They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven?  This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’  Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away.  When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James.  All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.

This is the word of the Lord.

All
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia, alleluia…

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful people.


and kindle in them the fire of your love.   
Alleluia.

GOSPEL READING
John 17. 1-11 read by Pat James

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

All
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus looked up to heaven and said, ‘Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him.  And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.  I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do.  So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed.  I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world.  They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word.  Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me.  I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours.  All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them.  And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you.  Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

All
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON


Christine Radford
THE NICENE CREED


We believe in one God, 


the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 


of all that is, seen and unseen.





We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 


the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 


through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 





and was made man.





For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 





he suffered death and was buried.





On the third day he rose again 





in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven 





and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.





We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son 




is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.




We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 





and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION


        
     Chantal Smith
These responses are used
Lord, in your mercy
(or)

Lord, hear us.

All 
hear our prayer.

All
Lord, graciously hear us.

And at the end
Merciful Father, 

All 
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen.

¶ The Liturgy of the Sacrament

THE PEACE

President
God has made us one in Christ.  


He has set his seal upon us and, as a pledge of what is to come, 


has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts.  Alleluia. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you

All 
and also with you.
 

President
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  (Prayer B)

The Lord is here.
All 
His Sprit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.

All 
We lift them to the Lord.



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All 
It is right to give thanks and praise.


The president praises God for his mighty acts and all respond

All 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  


Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  


Hosanna in the highest.


The president recalls the Last Supper

President
Jesus Christ is Lord:

All 
Lord, by your cross and resurrection you have set us free.


You are the Saviour of the world.

and the Prayer ends 

All
Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray

All 
Our Father in heaven, 


hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, 


on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 


now and for ever.  Amen.
BREAKING OF THE BREAD


We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.

All
Though we are many, we are one body,


because we all share in one bread.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION


Eternal God, giver of love and power, 

your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world
to preach the gospel of his kingdom:
confirm us in this mission, 


and help us to live the good news we proclaim;


through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All
Amen.

Final Hymn:

Thy Kingdom Come hymn

¶ The Dismissal

BLESSING


The Spirit of truth lead you into all truth, 


give you grace to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 


and strengthen you to proclaim the word and works of God; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 


the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 


be among you and remain with you always.  

All
Amen.

President
Go in the peace of Christ.  Alleluia, alleluia.

All 
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia.
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